
POST CALENDAR:
SUNs  World Tavern Poker 3:00PM
MONs Monday Night Football 6:30PM
MONs Pool League 9-Ball   6:30PM
TUEs Pool League 8-Ball 6:30PM
WEDs  World Tavern Poker 7:00PM
FRI/SAT    Free Pool All Day
2nd MONs VFW Aux Meetings 5:30PM
3rd THUs   VFW Member Meetings 6:00PM

OCTOBER
Veterans Day Committee - 6:30 OCT 1
Pool League 9-Ball - 6:30 OCT 5
Pool League 8-Ball - 6:30 OCT 6
Veterans Day Committee - 6:30 OCT 8
Columbus Day OCT 12
VFW Auxiliary Meeting - 5:30PM OCT 12
Pool League 9-Ball - 6:30 OCT 12
U.S. Navy (USN) B-Day OCT 13
Pool League 8-Ball - 6:30 OCT 13
VFW Meeting - 6PM OCT 15
Veterans Day Committee - 6:30 OCT 15
Veterans Day Committee - 6:30 OCT 22
National “Make A Difference Day” OCT 24
Day of the Deployed OCT 26
Pool League 9-Ball - 6:30 OCT 26
Pool League 8-Ball - 6:30 OCT 27
Veterans Day Committee - 6:30 OCT 29
Halloween  OCT 31

NOVEMBER
National Military Family Month

Deadline:  Patriot’s Pen Essay NOV 1
Deadline:  Voice of Democracy NOV 1
VFW Auxiliary Meeting - 5:30PM NOV 2 
Pool League 9-Ball - 6:30 NOV 2
Election Day NOV 3
Pool League 8-Ball - 6:30 NOV 3
Veterans Day Committee - 6:30 NOV 5
Pool League 9-Ball - 6:30 NOV 9
U.S. Marine Corps (USMC) B-Day NOV 10
Pool League 8-Ball - 6:30 NOV 10
Veteran’s Day (Event - Ashley Pond) NOV 11
Pool League 9-Ball - 6:30 NOV 16
Pool League 8-Ball - 6:30 NOV 17
VFW Meeting - 6PM NOV 19
Great American Smokeout NOV 19
Thanksgiving NOV 26
Pool League 9-Ball - 6:30 NOV 30

DECEMBER
Civil Air Patrol (USAF Aux) B-Day  DEC 1
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day DEC 7
Pool League 9-Ball - 6:30 DEC 7
National Wreaths Across America DEC 12

October 2015

COMMANDER’S THINK TANK:
Yet another month has come and gone since our last newsletter. And as always, 
we hope that it finds you and your family in the best of health and happiness. Our 
post continues to move forward always finding ways to serve the VFW’s mission 
which is to preserve and strengthen comradeship among our members; to assist 
worthy comrades; to perpetuate the memory and history of our dead, and to assist 
their widows and orphans. I don’t know if you are aware, but the VFW traces its 
roots back to 1899 when veterans of the Spanish-American War (1898) and the 
Philippine Insurrection (1899-1902) founded local organizations to secure rights 
and benefits for their service: many arrived home wounded or sick. There was no 
medical care or veterans’ pension for them, and they were left to care for themselves. 
In their misery, some of these veterans banded together and formed organizations 
with what would become known as the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States.  Since then, the VFW’s voice had been instrumental in establishing the 
Veterans Administration, creating a GI Bill for the 20th century, the development 
of the national cemetery system and the fight for compensation for Vietnam Vets 
exposed to Agent Orange and for veterans diagnosed with Gulf War Syndrome. 
Besides helping fund the creation of the Vietnam, Korean War, World War II and 
Women in Military Service memorials, the VFW in 2005 became the first veterans’ 
organization to contribute to building the new Disabled Veterans for Life Memorial, 
which opened in November 2010. And that what makes our organization great.

Last month I spent time discussing the new Auxiliary to the VFW. I am happy to 
report that our Auxiliary membership is in full force. There has been numerous 
new auxiliary members who have joined our post and we are very excited about 
that. We are very encouraged and hope that they will become active members, so 
together we can continue to uphold the VFW mission—to help those veterans and 
their families in need. So I challenge all of you to reach out to those who are eligible 
and encourage them to join.

Finally, I wanted to let you know that our post will be hosting Veterans Day this 
year. We are working with the county as they will also be celebrating the signing of 
the Manhattan Project National Historic Park on that same day. It will be a joint-
celebration with Veterans Day being held at the historic Fuller Lodge Art Center. 
We will have more information on the Veterans Day celebration in next month’s 
newsletter, so please stay tuned.

Have a great and blessed day.

Roger Anaya, Commander

www.vfw8874.org

“The Nation that makes a great distinction between its scholars and its warriors 
will have its thinking done by cowards and its fighting done by fools.” 

~ Thucydides ~

VFW MISSION:
The Veterans of Foreign Wars is an organization of war veterans committed to 
ensuring rights, remembering sacrifices,   promoting patriotism,     performing 
community services and advocating for a strong national defense.



VFW POST OFFICERS:
Commander:   Roger Anaya
          Phone: (505) 672-0314
          E-mail:     rogelioanaya@q.com

Sr. Vice Cdr: Beverley Simpson
          Phone: (505) 412-1607
         E-mail: bakindell@hotmail.com

Jr. Vice Cdr: Art Brown
          Phone: (505) 239-6901
         E-mail: adsabrown@yahoo.com

Quartermaster: Eluterio “Eli” Garcia
          Phone: (505) 662-4453
          E-mail: eli8874@qwestoffice.net

Chaplain:  Fr. John Carney
         Phone: (505) 662-6193
 E-mail: Jfcarney46@aol.com

Judge Advocate:  Paul Elkins
         Phone: (505) 662-4634
         E-mail:                 PSElks@gmail.com

Post Surgeon: Jason Lott
          Phone: (505) 231-2640
         E-mail: woubuft@gmail.com 

Service Officer:  Art Brown
         Phone: (505) 239-6901
         E-mail: adsabrown@yahoo.com

Adjutant: Eluterio “Eli” Garcia
          Phone: (505) 662-4453
          E-mail: eli8874@qwestoffice.net

Historian: Paul Elkins
        Phone: (505) 662-4634
         E-mail: PSElks@gmail.com

1st Yr Trustee:   Nick Mezins
         Phone: (505) 662-4946
         E-mail:   nickm@nets.com 
 

2nd Yr Trustee:  Paul Elkins
         Phone: (505) 662-4634
         E-mail:                  PSElks@gmail.com
 

3rd Yr Trustee:   Joe Archuleta
         Phone: (505) 690-4482

Newsletter Edr. Jason Lott

House Cmte:   Eluterio “Eli” Garcia
  Jason Lott
  Roger Anaya
  Beverley Simpson

Membership Chair:  Eli Garcia

Patriot’s Pen Chair:  Need Chair

Voice of Democracy Chair:  Need Chair

Teacher of the Year Chair:  Art Brown

Scout of the Year Chair:  Jason Lott

LOOKING FOR YOU!!!
~ IF YOU HAVEN’T BEEN BY IN WHILE ~

~ PLEASE STOP BY! ~ 

~ WE ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO VISIT EACH WEEK ~
 

IT’S IMPORTANT FOR OUR MEMBERSHIP TO KNOW ONE ANOTHER, 
FOR CAMARADERIE AND SUPPORT!

VISIT By PREVIOuS COMMANDER ~ GENE TuCKER:
Past Post 8874 Commander Gene Tucker recently returned to Los Alamos for a 
visit and a reception was held in his honor on Monday, September 28 at the Post.  
It was an enjoyable visit, with many of members in attendance to socialize and 
reminisce.  Gene was the post commander for ten years.  He retired and now resides 
in Texas.  

HOMES FOR OuR TROOPS:
Homes for Our Troops (HFOT) is a nonprofit organization building 
specially adapted, mortgage-free homes nationwide for the most 
severely injured Veterans from Iraq and Afghanistan.
 

Most of these Veterans have sustained injuries including multiple 
limb amputations, partial or full paralysis, and/or severe traumatic 
brain injury (TBI). These homes restore some of the freedom and 

independence our Veterans sacrificed while defending our country, and enable 
them to focus on their family, recovery, and rebuilding their lives.
 

Since its inception in 2004, nearly 90 cents of every dollar donated to Homes for 
Our Troops has gone directly to our program services for Veterans. HFOT builds 
these homes where the Veteran chooses to live, and continues its relationship with 
the Veterans after home delivery to assist them with rebuilding their lives.



AUXILIARY of the VFW:
President:   Nancy Dean         
 Phone: (505) 665-3819
         E-mail: nld@lanl.gov

Sr. Vice Pres: Maria Valenzuela  
        Phone: (505) 672-9335 
         E-mail:     valenzuelam3@live.com 

Jr. Vice Pres:  Kathy Steck
         Phone:                      
 E-mail: SteckKathy@yahoo.com

Secretary: Cathy Crane
         Phone: 
         E-mail:    cc1@q.com

Treasurer: Margaret “Tita” Garcia
        Phone: (505) 412-2686
         E-mail: GTita65@yahoo.com

Chaplin:   Annalisa Miranda                 
        Phone:  
        E-mail:    Mirandasoy@aol.com

Conductress: Patti Remelius
        Phone: (505) 490-3169 
        E-mail:     

Guard:  Kathryn Clark    
        Phone: (505) 412-1113 
        E-mail:    KClark1177@hotmail.com

Patriotic Instr.:  Alicia Garcia         
 Phone: (505) 662-4453 
        E-mail:    agluscious@gmail.com

Historian:  Alicia Garcia    

1st Yr Trustee:   Maria Valenzuela 
  

2nd Yr Trustee:  Annalisa Miranda   
 

3rd Yr Trustee:      Kathy Steck   

NOSE ART OF THE MONTH:  B-24 Liberator - Red Ass. 
The 446th Group had the distinction of leading the 8th Air 
Force on the first mission of D-Day, June 6, 1944. Colonel 
Brogger in “Red Ass” was first to take off at 0200 hours and, 
following a lengthy assembly, led the formations to hit the 
Normandy beach defences at H-hour minus 5.  

OFF WE GO INTO THE WIlD 
BluE yONDER

   Captain Robert Crawford (1939)
Off we go into the wild blue yonder,

Climbing high into the sun;
Here they come zooming to meet our thunder,

At ‘em boys, Give ‘er the gun! (Give ‘er the gun now!)
Down we dive, spouting our flame from under,

Off with one heckuva roar!
We live in fame or go down in flame. 

Hey! Nothing’ll stop the U.S. Air Force!

Minds of men fashioned a crate of thunder 
Sent it high into the blue 

Hands of men blasted the world asunder, 
How they lived God only knew! 

Souls of men dreaming of skies to conquer 
Gave us wings ever to soar, 

With scouts before and bombers galore, Hey!
Nothing’ll stop the US Air Force! 

Here’s a toast to the host of those 
Who love the vastness of the sky, 
To a friend we send a message

Of his brother men who fly. 
We drink to those who gave their all of old, 

Then down we roar 
to score the rainbow’s pot of gold. 

A toast to the host of men we boast, the US Air Force. 

Zoom!

Off we go into the wild sky yonder, 
Keep the wings level and true! 

If you’d live to be a grey-haired wonder, 
Keep your nose out of the blue! (Out of the blue, boy!)

Flying men guarding the nation’s border, 
We’ll be there, followed by more, 

In echelon we carry on! Hey!
Nothing’ll stop the US Air Force!   



CANTEEN:
     Mon~Thu      1PM to at least 8PM
     Fri                    1PM to at least 9PM
     Sat    11AM to at least 8PM
     Sun     12PM to at least 7PM

Happy Hour:    4-6PM  MON~FRI
                      

           FRI/SAT ~ FREE POOL 

Smoking Policy:  Post 8874 is 
smoke free, except for the special 
smoking parlor room located in the 
entrance loft, adjacent to the Canteen.  

Canteen Manager:  
         Ashley & Samantha D’Anna
 Phone: (505) 670-7713
  (505) 670-1853
        E-mail: BarMgr@vfw8874.org

Know Your Bartenders:
      Ashley D’Anna
      Samantha D’Anna
 Amanda Giovo
 Kendra Cordova
 David Dover 

Pool Tables:  $. 50 per Game
 Free Pool on FRI/SAT

Member’s Pool Table:  
 $2 per person per day

Wireless Internet:  Free
  Ask Bartender for Password

Atomic City Pool League:  
 MONs & TUEs 6:30PM  
     Tony Zukaitis:  (505) 690-3965
 E-mail:   azukaitis@gmail.com

World Tavern Poker:
 Wed (7-9PM) & Suns (3-5PM) 
     Mike Cutler: 
 E-mail:   Bosman.1@netzero.com

Jukebox:  Set Up Your Own Playlist

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
~ CHANGE ~ CHANGE ~ CHANGE ~

VFW MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 
~ Now on 3rd THURSDAY of each MONTH at 6PM! ~ 

lAST ROll CAll ~ WIllIAM A. “BIll” HuDSON:
William A. Hudson died peacefully at home on 
September 11, 2015.

Born New York City in 1925, Hudson joined the US 
Marine Corps in 1943. He was awarded the Bronze 
Star and Purple Heart for action on Iwo Jima. After 
WWII he received BS and MA degrees in health and 
physical education from New York University.

Hudson came to New Mexico in 1949 and taught in 
the Los Alamos schools for 33 years as a physical 
educator, swimming and cross country coach. After 
he retired from teaching, he had a successful career 
as a financial consultant with Waddell and Reed.

Always an athlete, Hudson competed at the local, 
state and national level in the Senior Olympics in 
swimming, track and field, triathlon and weightlifting.

Active in numerous community activities including the Los Alamos Rotary Club, he 
was instrumental in organizing the Los Alamos Triathlon more than 40 years ago. 
He was honored as a Los Alamos Living Treasure, and was recently inducted to the 
Los Alamos High School Athletic Hall of Fame.

A life long learner, besides physical fitness activities, his interests included lecturing 
on World War II and military history, and supporting a small library in Abiquiu.

His wife Maureen, preceded him in death, as did his first son William J. Hudson. He 
is survived by his brother Robert Hudson (Orangeburg, NY), sister Pearl Hudson 
(Virginia Beach, VA), son Arthur Lloyd Hudson (Los Alamos, NM), daughter and 
son-in-law Jan and Ken Parker (Sechelt, BC), son and daughter-in-law Ty and Debra 
Hudson (Rio Rancho, NM), daughter-in-law Carol Hudson (Angel Fire, NM), and 
Grandson Nathan Hudson (Lake Jackson, Texas). His beloved community of Los 
Alamos and his many, many friends.

A memorial service will be held October 24th, 2015 from 11:00 to 3:00 at Fuller 
Lodge.  In lieu of flowers, donations to the Wounded Warriors would be appreciated.

Bill Hudson was a life member of the Los Alamos Veterans of Foreign Wars.  



MEMBERSHIP:
     VFW 135 (131 Life)
 VFW Auxiliary 68 (39 Life)
      

NEW MEMBERS:
   VFW:  Jim Nesmith
 VFW:  Jim Leach
 AUX:  Todd Berkebile
 AUX:  Patrick Berkebile
 AUX:  Scott Berkebile
 AUX:  Martin D. Fox
 AUX:  Louis A. Rosocha

RECRUITING:
A healthy organization continues 
to grow and recruit new members, 
which brings in new ideas and energy.  
By actively engaging new members, 
we ensure the future of our honored 
organization, strengthen our cause, 
and better perform our mission.  
Each of us should be reaching out to 
fellow veterans to encourage their 
membership and have a goal of 
recruiting at least one new member 
per year.  If you are aware of someone 
who may be interested, please contact 
one of the post officers.  

SERVICE MEDAl ~ AMERICAN DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAl:
FROM:  Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Defense_Service_Medal

The American Defense Service Medal was a military award of the United States 
Armed Forces, established by Executive Order 8808, by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, on June 28, 1941. The medal was intended to recognize those military 
service members who had served on active duty between September 8, 1939 and 
December 7, 1941.

A similar medal, known as the American Campaign Medal, was 
established in 1942, for service in the American Theater during 
the World War II era.

The criteria for the medal was announced in Department of 
the Army Circular 44, on 13 February 1942. The service ribbon 
design was approved by the Secretary of War and the Secretary 
of Navy on January 7, 1942. The medal was designed by Mr. Lee 
Lawrie, a civilian sculptor from Easton, Maryland. The model 
was approved by the Commission of Fine Arts on May 5, 1942.

The medal is authorized to military members who served on 
active duty between September 8, 1939 and December 7, 1941. 
Members of the United States Army received this medal for any 
length of service during the eligibility period, provided that they were on orders 
to active duty for a period of twelve months or longer. The United States Navy 
excluded Reservists who were on active duty for less than ten days, but otherwise 
the Navy, United States Marine Corps, and United States Coast Guard awarded the 
medal to all personnel who served on active duty at any time during the eligibility 
period (provided they passed their initial physical examinations).

The Bronze medal is 1 1/4 inches in width. On the obverse is a female Grecian 
figure symbolic of defense, holding in her sinister hand an ancient war shield in 
reverse and her dexter hand brandishing a sword above her head, and standing 
upon a conventionalized oak branch with four leaves. Around the top is the 
lettering “American Defense”. The reverse is the wording “For Service During the 
Limited Emergency Proclaimed by the President on September 8, 1939 or During the 
Unlimited Emergency Proclaimed by the President on May 27, 1941” above a seven-
leafed spray of laurel.

The suspension and service ribbon of the medal is 1 3/8” wide and consists of the 
following stripes: 3/16 inch Golden Yellow 67104; 1/8 “ triparted Old Glory Blue 
67178; White 67101; and Scarlet 67111; center ¾” Golden Yellow; 1/8 “triparted 
Scarlet; White; and Old Glory Blue 67178; and 3/16” Golden yellow. The golden 
yellow color was symbolic of the golden opportunity of the youth of the United 
States to serve the National colors, represented by the blue, white and red pin 
stripes on each side.

The American Defense Service Medal was authorized with the following devices:
-  Foreign Service Clasp: Issued by the US Army for military service outside the 

continental limits of the United States, including service in Alaska. The foreign service 
clasp is a Bronze bar 1/8” in width and 1-1/2” in length with the words Foreign Service, 
with a star at each end of the inscription.

-  Base Clasp: Issued by the US Navy and US Marine Corps for service outside the 
continental limits of the United States (service in either Alaska or Hawaii qualified).

-  Fleet Clasp: Issued by the Navy, Marine Corps and US Coast Guard for service on the 
high seas while regularly attached to any vessels of the Atlantic, Pacific, or Asiatic fleets 
as well as vessels of the Naval Transport Service and vessels operating directly under 
the Chief of Naval Operations.

-  Sea Clasp: Issued by the Coast Guard for all other vessels and aircraft, not qualifying for 
the Fleet Clasp, which regularly conducted patrols at sea.

-  “A” Device: Awarded to any member of the Navy who served duty in actual or potential 
belligerent contact with Axis Powers in the Atlantic Ocean between June 22 and 
December 7, 1941.

-  Service star: Worn in lieu of clasps when wearing the American Defense Service Medal 
as a ribbon on a military uniform.



VETERAN AFFAIRS:
Benefits Information & Assistance
  (800) 827-1000

Health Care (877) 222-8387
Edu/Training  (888) 442-4551
VA Life Ins. (800) 669-8477
Office of SGLI (800) 419-1473
CHAM PVA (800) 733-8387
Helpline (Agent Orange/Gulf War)
  (800) 749-8387
Direct Deposit (877) 838-2778
Headstones (800) 697-6947
Device for Deaf (800) 829-4833

VFW’S CODE OF ETHICS:
•  Act in a professional manner at all 

times;
• Promote an environment where 

honesty and open communication 
are valued;

• Resolve differences of opinion in a 
professional and mature manner;

• Respect the confidentiality of 
privileged information;

• Refuse to engage in or tolerate 
any form of discrimination or 
harassment toward members, 
employees, volunteers or other 
officers;

•  Exhibit respect and fairness 
toward all people;

•  Speak highly of the organization 
and its members; and

• Promote VFW and support the 
activities of the organization.

MEDAl OF HONOR ~ SGT AlVIN yORK:
FROM:  The American Patriot’s Almanac

The most famous American warrior of World War I was a reluctant hero.  When 
drafted, he struggled with the idea of fighting.  Thirty-year old Alvin York, a 
backwoods Tennessee farmer, had only recently given up  his “hog wild” days 
of drinking and carousing, and had asked his sweetheart to marry him.  He had 
embraced the pacifist Christian faith of his widowed mother.  “I loved and trusted 
old Uncle Sam and I have always believed he did the right thing,” he later said.  “But I 
was worried clean through.  I didn’t want to kill.”

York spent weeks wrestling with his conscience, and 
finally decided that although he hated war, going was the 
right thing to do.  He left for France convinced that “we 
were to be peacemakers...  We were to help make peace, the 
only way the Germans would understand.”

He had grown up hunting, and the other soldiers soon 
discovered that he was an astonishing shot.  On October 
8, 1918, in the Argonne Forest, his marksmanship 
saved American lives when his patrol ran into a German 
machine-gun nest.  “Out boys just went down like the long 
grass before the mowing machine at home,” he recalled.  
He went on the attack, picking off 25 Germans with his 
rifle and pistol before their commander surrendered.  By the time York and his 
companions got back to headquarters, they had a long line of prisoners.  “Well, York, 
I hear you have captured the whole German army,” an officer said.  York replied that 
he had only 132.

Promoted to sergeant and awarded the Medal of Honor, he was greeted in New 
York City after the war with a ticker tape parade.  But he declined to grow rich off 
his fame.  He returned to Tennessee, married his fiancee, established a school for 
mountain children, and farmed the land as he had before.

   Sergeant Alvin York

THOuGHTS & PRAyERS ~ RAMON JARAMIllO:
Quartermaster Eli Garcia received a call from New Mexico 
Department Commander Lawrence Vargas that our District 6 
Commander Ramon Jaramillo suffered a heart attack on September 
29.   Our understanding is that Commander Jaramillo is at home 
doing well and recovering.  Please keep him in your thoughts and 
prayers. 



U.S. Flag Facts:
Public Law 94-344, known as the 
Federal Flag Code, contains rules for 
handling and displaying the U.S. Flag. 
While the federal code contains no 
penalties for misusing the flag, states 
have their own flag codes and may 
impose penalties. The language of the 
federal code makes clear that the flag 
is a living symbol. 

In response to a Supreme Court 
decision which held that a state 
law prohibiting flag burning was 
unconstitutional, Congress enacted 
the Flag Protection Act in 1989. It 
provides that anyone who knowingly 
desecrates the flag may be fined and/
or imprisoned for up to one year. 
However, this law was challenged by 
the Supreme Court in a 1990 decision 
that the Flag Protection Act violates 
the First Amendment free speech 
protections.

The State of New Mexico makes it 
a petty misdemeanor for anyone to 
insult the U.S. or the New Mexico 
state flags by word or act. The law 
also forbids the use of such flags for 
advertising or publicity purposes.  

NM Stat § 30-21-4 (2013):  Improper 
use of official symbols consists of:   

A. the use of the state or national 
flags for any purpose other than 
the purposes for which it was 
designed by law;   

B.  offering any insult by word or act 
to the state or national flags; or   

C. using the state or national flags 
for advertising purposes by 
painting, printing, stamping or 
otherwise placing thereon or 
affixing thereto any name or 
object not connected with the 
patriotic history of the nation or 
the state.   

Whoever commits improper use of 
official symbols is guilty of a petty 
misdemeanor.   
  

u.S. NAVy BIRTHDAy - OCT 13:
FROM:  Military.com - http://www.military.com/navy-birthday

The U.S. Navy traces its roots back to the privateers that were employed to attack 
British commerce in the early days of the revolution. On October 13, 1775 the 
Continental Congress, established a small naval force, hoping that a small navy 
would be able to offset the uncontested exercise of British sea power.

The early Continental Navy was not expected to take on 
the British navy for control of the seas. This small naval 
force was designed to work with privateers to wage 
tactical raids against the transports that supplied British 
forces in North America. To accomplish this mission 
the Continental Congress purchased, converted, and 
constructed a fleet of small ships--frigates, brigs, sloops, 
and schooners. These navy ships sailed independently or 
in pairs hunting British commerce ships and transports 
like prey, avoiding whenever possible fights with Royal 
Navy men-of-war.
 

The Continental Navy faced several obstacles both 
during and after the revolution – mostly political and 
economic. Two years after the end of the war, the money-

poor Congress sold off the last ship of the Continental Navy, the frigate Alliance.

In the 1790’s Europe began to relax many mercantile commercial restrictions 
and the U.S. trade and the shipping industry expanded accordingly. However, as 
the number of U.S. ships increased so did the possibility increased attacks by the 
European powers and pirates. In March 1794 Congress responded by calling for the 
construction of a half-dozen frigates. And, once again, the United States had a navy.
Although the Continental Navy was later dismantled, October 13, 1775 remains 
the U.S. Navy’s official birthday.

From these humble beginnings, the world’s most powerful naval force was born. 
With thousands of ships and aircraft serving worldwide, the U.S. Navy is a force to 
be reckoned with. To learn more about the early years of the U.S. Navy, visit the U.S. 
Naval Historical Center website (http://www.history.navy.mil/).

WORlD TAVERN POKER:

TOP RANKED PLAYERS for NE Region of New Mexico (as of Oct. 13, 2015)
1 Patrick Berkebile    9969     
2 Sean White    9505
3  Ann Rundle    9438
4  Cat Scarberry           8928
5  Ken Rutherford    8469     
6 Damon Hosford    8371  
7  Todd Berkebile         8039   

Congratulations to Cat Scarberry for winning the 
Regional Tournament Directors “Smackdown 
Challenge.”  This win gets Cat a seat at the upcoming 
national championship in Las Vegas, and the 
traveling Trophy resides with our Post until the next 
Regional Tournament.  



CONTACTS:
 

VFW/Canteen Phone:  
 (505) 662-3506
 VFW8874@qwestoffice.net

NM Veterans’ Service Officer:  
 Jeff George
      (505) 346-4810
     jeff.george@state.nm.us

NM VFW Service Officer (NVS):
 Cynthia Archuleta
 (505) 346-4881
 cynthia.archuleta@va.gov

VFW Tactical Assessment Center:
 24-hour help line for questions
 & concerns w/VA entitlements
 (800) VFW-1899

Santa Fe Veterans Counseling Center
 Phil Chavez
 (505) 988-6562 
 phillip.chavez2@va.gov

Creole Nouvelle Restaurant:  
 MON~THUR , 10:30AM~2PM
 FRI, 10:30AM~8PM
*10% Discount for VFW Members*
 Pete & Esther Lucchini
            (505) 661-4050
               www.facebook.com/CreoleNouvelle

Disabled American Veteran (DAV) 
Service:  Provides free rides to 
veterans Tuesday thru Thursday to 
and from the Albuquerque Veterans 
Administration Hospital.  

For assistance call:

     Merejildo Ortega        
 (505) 351-4405

     Bernardo Jaramillo   
 (505) 753-5594
        (505) 927-3529

     Hospital Service Coordinator
 (800) 465-8262 x2821
 

uSS NEW MExICO (BB-40):
FROM:  Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_New_Mexico_(BB-40)

USS New Mexico (BB-40) was a battleship in service with the United States Navy 
from 1918 to 1946. She was the lead ship of a class of three battleships, and the 
first ship to be named for the state of New Mexico. Her keel was laid down on 14 
October 1915 at the New York Navy Yard, she was launched on 23 April 1917, and 
was commissioned on 20 May 1918. She was the first ship with a turbo-electric 
transmission, which helped her reach a cruising speed of 10 knots (19 km/h; 12 
mph). Shortly after completing initial training, New Mexico escorted the ship that 
carried President Woodrow Wilson to Brest, France to sign the Treaty of Versailles. 
The interwar period was marked with repeated exercises with the Pacific and 
Atlantic Fleets, use as a trial ship for PID controllers, and a major modernization 
between March 1931 and January 1933.

The ship’s first actions during World War II were neutrality patrols in the Atlantic 
Ocean. She returned to the Pacific after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, and 
participated in shore bombardments during operations at Attu and Kiska, Tarawa, 
the Marshall Islands, the Mariana and Palau islands, Leyte, Luzon, and Okinawa. 
These were interspersed with escort duties, patrols, and refits. The ship was 
attacked by kamikazes on several occasions. New Mexico was present in Tokyo Bay 
for the signing of the Japanese Instrument of Surrender on 2 September 1945. 
Four days later, she sailed for the United States, and arrived in Boston on 17 October.

New Mexico was decommissioned in Boston on 19 July 1946, and struck from the 
Naval Vessel Register on 25 February 1947. The ship was sold for scrapping to the 
Lipsett Division of Luria Bros in November 1947, but attempts to bring the ship to 
Newark, New Jersey for breaking up were met by resistance from city officials. City 
fireboats were sent to block the passage of the battleship and the Lipsett tugboats, 
while the United States Coast Guard declared intentions to guarantee safe passage. 
The Under Secretary of the Navy Department was sent to defuse what the media 
began to call the “Battle of Newark Bay”, with the city agreeing to the breaking up of 
New Mexico and two other battleships before scrapping operations in Newark Bay 
ceased, and Lipsett under instructions to dismantle the ships in a set timeframe or 
suffer financial penalties. Scrapping commenced in November and was completed 
by July 1948.

NEW MExICO lOTTERy:
The Los Alamos VFW is now an authorized retail 
location for the New Mexico Lottery.  In addition to 
Bingo, you may play Powerball, Mega Millions, Hot 
Lotto Sizzler, Roadrunner Cash, and Pick 3.  If you 
purchase these at the VFW, and you win, the VFW 
also wins as the retailer selling the ticket.

  USS New Mexico, with Mt. Fuji in the background - August 1945

1st Lieutenant John D. Gamble



REPRESENTATION:

President Barack Obama
 Website:     www.whitehouse.gov
 Phone:        (202) 456-1111
 Address:    The White House
  1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
  Washington, DC 20500

Senator Tom Udall
          Website:  www.tomudall.senate.gov
          Phone:    (202) 224-6621
          Address:  110 Hart Senate Off. Bldg
             Washington DC, 20510

Senator Martin Heinrich
          Phone:     (202) 224-5521
          Address:   B40D Dirksen Senate Office Bld
             Washington, DC 20510

Rep. Ben Ray Luján
          Website:   www.lujan.house.gov
          Phone:     (202) 225-6190
          Address:   330 Cannon HOB
              Washington, D.C. 20515

Governor Susana Martinez
          Phone:      (505) 476-2200
          Address:   490 Old Santa Fe Trail, Rm400
               Santa Fe, NM 87501

Sen. Richard C. Martinez
          Phone:      (505) 929-0125
          E-mail:       richard.martinez@nmlegis.gov
          Address:   Box 762 
              Espanola, NM 87532  

NM Rep. Stephanie G. Richard
          Phone:     (505) 500-4343
          E-mail:      stephanie.garciarichard@nmlegis.gov
          Address:  P.O. Box 4657 
                              Los Alamos, NM 87544

Los Alamos County Council           
          Phone:     (505) 663-1750
          E-mail:      countycouncil@lacnm.us
          Address:  1000 Central  Ave., Suite 350
                               Los Alamos, NM  87544

WOMEN VETERANS ASKED TO TAKE ONlINE SuRVEy:
From:  NMDVS News

SANTA FE — The New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services is asking women 
veterans in New Mexico to take a brief online survey to help the agency assess 
the needs and level of care provided for the state’s women military veterans.  All 
women veterans—regardless of war or peacetime era served, length of service, or 
rank achieved--are invited to take the nineteen-question survey, which should only 
take a few minutes to complete.
 

The survey can be accessed at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
nmwomenveterans.  It is taken anonymously--no name or contact information will 
be asked of the participants, who can also skip any questions if they choose.
 

Participants can also choose to print their completed surveys and mail it to the 
agency’s Albuquerque Office at the following address:
 

          New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services
          5201 Eagle Rock Ave. NE/Suite 201
          Albuquerque, NM 87113
          Attn: Women Veterans Survey
 

New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services Secretary Jack Fox said he hopes 
that women not only take the short survey, but to also spread the word among fellow 
women veterans throughout the state.  “We are committed to serving the veterans of 
New Mexico,” Fox said. “We want to take this opportunity to reach out to our women 
veterans to find out about their specific concerns—and how our agency can better 
serve not only women veterans, but also their families.”
 

The latest VA data shows there are 21.8 million veterans living in the 50 states and 
Puerto Rico. Of this total, more than two million are women. Here in New Mexico—
of the state’s 171,528 veterans—16,743 are women.
 

In conjunction with the survey, the NMDVS is also announcing it is teaming with 
the New Mexico VA Health Care System and Women Veterans of New Mexico to 
present the 2015 New Mexico Women Veterans Conference 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Oct. 
24 in Albuquerque at the Marriott Pyramid Hotel, located at 5151 San Francisco 
Road NE.  The conference is free for all women military veterans, Guard/Reserve 
and active-duty personnel.
 

Representatives from the New Mexico VA Health Care System, the Albuquerque 
VA Regional Office, the New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services and other 
agencies will present information about VA, state and other veterans’ benefits—
including many specifically available for women veterans.  A free lunch will also 
be included, as are free coffee/tea and pastries when the doors open at 7 a.m. for 
registration.  Pre-registration can be done online by going to the Women Veterans 
of New Mexico website or by calling (505) 358-0839.



VFW MISSION:  
To foster camaraderie among United 
States Veterans of overseas conflicts. 
To serve our veterans, the military, 
and our communities. To advocate on 
behalf of all veterans. 

VFW VISION: 
Ensure that veterans are respected 
for their service, always receive 
their earned entitlements, and are 
recognized for the sacrifices they and 
their loved ones have made on behalf 
of this great country. 

VFW PURPOSE: 
The purpose of this corporation 
are fraternal, patriotic, historical, 
charitable, and educational and are; to 
preserve and strengthen comradeship 
among its members; to assist their 
widows and orphans; to maintain 
true allegiance to the Government of 
the United States, and fidelity to its 
Constitution and laws; to foster true 
patriotism; to maintain and extend 
the institutions of American freedom; 
and to preserve and defend the United 
States from all enemies.

VFW CORE VALUES:
• Always put the interests of our 

members first  
• Treat donors as partners in our 

cause 
• Promote patriotism
• Honor military service
• Ensure the care of veterans and 

their families 
• Serve our communities
• Promote a positive image of the 

VFW
• Respect the diversity of veteran 

opinions 

VFW PRIORITIES: 

• VA Health Care
• Suicides & Homelessness
• VA Benefits & Compensation
• Seamless Transition
• Military Quality of Life
• Education & Employment
• Defense & Homeland Security
• POW/MIA

AuxIlIARy NEWS:
The regularly scheduled Auxiliary of the VFW meeting for 
Nov. 9 has been rescheduled for Monday, Nov. 2 at 5:30.  This 
is an important meeting, where we’ll be finalizing plans for the 
children’s Christmas Party and a kid’s float for the Los Alamos 
Christmas Electric Light Parade.  Also, we’re looking for a Santa 
Claus outfit - let us know if you know where we may borrow one.

We have a lot of new members and we’re hoping to see you at the meeting!  Welcome 
aboard! 

THE FOuR CHAPlAINS OF WORlD WAR II:
FROM:  American Patriot’s Almanac

In the early hours of February 3, 1943, the U.S. Army troopship Dorchester steamed 
through the icy waters of “torpedo alley” some one hundred miles off the coast of 
Greenland.  The ship, carrying more than nine hundred men, was having a rough go 
of it.  Winter winds screeched across the North Atlantic, and heavy seas pounded 
the bow.  Beneath the frenzied surface lurked a German submarine.

At 12:55 a.m. a torpedo ripped into the Dorchester’s side, and immediately the ship 
started to sink.  Desperate soldiers rushed topside, stumbling toward lifeboats and 
jumping overboard.

Amid the confusion, four army chaplains worked quietly and methodically, calming 
the soldiers, directing them toward lifeboats, and handing our life jackets.  When 
they ran out, they took off their life jackets and put them on other men.

They were four chaplains of different faiths:  Jewish Rabbi Alexander Goode, 
Catholic Priest John Washington, and Protestant Ministers George Fox and Clark 
Poling.  They had joined the U.S. Army to tend to the spiritual needs of the troops.  
Now, in this hour of urgent need, they put their courage and faith to work so others 
might live.

As the ship slid beneath the surface, soldiers in the lifeboats took one last look at 
the Dorchester.  They saw the four chaplains standing on deck, arms linked, praying.  

Rescue ships plucked 230 men from the sea, but 672 died in the freezing Atlantic.  
The four chaplains were not among the survivors.  “They were always together,” one 
of the soldiers later said.  “They carried their faith together.”  The four chaplains died 
as they lived, serving their country, their fellow men, and God. 

ATOMIC CITy POOl lEAGuE:
                        

Standings as of October 4, 2015:

                     9-BALL STANDINGS                                         8-BALL STANDINGS

      Team  Win %     Won      Team  Win %     Won
 High Altitude            0.000 00 Balls Deep 75.00% 12
 Los Ojos 0.000 00 Red Eye Express 71.88% 23  
 Breakers 0.000 00 Hits Happen 53.13% 17
 Bad English 0.000 00 Them Again 37.50% 6 
 The Balls in Hand 0.000 00 Breakers 18.75% 6



VFW MEMBER’S 
OBLIGATION:
In the presence of Almighty God - 
and the members of this order here 
assembled - I (Your Name), do of my 
own free will and accord, solemnly 
promise and declare that:

• I will bear true allegiance - to the 
Constitution of the United States 
of America - and I will always be 
loyal thereto.

• I do further solemnly promise and 
declare - that I will comply with 
the Congressional Charter - By-
Laws and Ritual of this Order - and 
I will always be loyal thereto - that 
I will never wrong or defraud 
this organization - nor a member 
thereof - nor permit any wrong to 
be done to either - if in my power 
to prevent it.

• I will never propose for 
membership - any person not 
eligible - nor one whom I know to 
be unworthy.

• I will never make known to anyone 
- not authorized to receive it - any 
of the work of this order.

• Should my affiliation - with the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States - cease in any way 
- I will consider this pledge - as 
binding outside of the order - as 
though I had remained a member 
of same.

• All this I promise and pledge - upon 
the honor of a true comrade - and a 
citizen of our great republic.

VFW NATIONAl SCHOlARSHIP PROGRAMS:
 

Patriot’s Pen Essay Contest:  Each year more than 125,000 
students in grades 6-8 enter the VFW’s Patriot’s Pen youth 
essay contest. The first-place winner from each state 
competes for national awards totaling $50,000, with each 
first-place state winner receiving a minimum of $500 at the 
national level. The national first-place winner wins $5,000 
and an all-expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C., in March. 

The essay contest encourages young minds to examine America’s history, along 
with their own experiences in modern American society, by drafting a 300- to 400-
word essay, expressing their views based on a patriotic theme chosen by the VFW 
Commander-in-Chief.

The Patriot’s Pen program is open to students in grades 6-8 (on the Nov. 1 
deadline), who are enrolled in a public, private or parochial school or home study 
program in the United States and its territories.

The 2015-16 theme is: What Freedom Means to Me

Students can ask a teacher or youth group leader to supervise their progress in 
the competition. Then students can contact a local participating VFW Post and 
establish a contact person who is a member of that Post or its Auxiliary.  Essays 
must be no less than 300 words and cannot exceed 400 words. They should be 
submitted to the Post, along with the completed Patriot’s Pen entry form no later 
than the November 1 deadline.

Patriot’s Pen Essay Entry Form - http://www.vfw.org/uploadedFiles/VFWorg/
MY_VFW/PatriotsPenEntryFormandBrochure.pdf

Voice of Democracy Scholarship Competition:  Each 
year, nearly 40,000 high school students from across the 
country enter to win a share of the $2 million in educational 
scholarships and incentives awarded through the VFW’s 
Voice of Democracy audio-essay competition.

The VFW established the Voice of Democracy program in 
1947 to provide students grades 9-12 the opportunity 
to express themselves in regards to democratic ideas and 
principles.  The national first-place winner receives a 

$30,000 scholarship paid directly to the recipient’s American university, college 
or vocational/technical school. Other national scholarships range from $1,000-
$16,000, and the first-place winner from each (state) VFW Department wins a 
minimum scholarship of $1,000 and an all-expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C.  

The Voice of Democracy Program is open to students in grades 9-12 (on the Nov. 
1 deadline), who are enrolled in a public, private or parochial high school or home 
study program in the United States and its territories.

The 2015-16 theme is: My Vision for America

Students should record their reading of the draft to an audio CD or flash drive. The 
recording can be no shorter than three minutes and no longer than five minutes 
(plus or minus five seconds).  Entries begin at the Post level. Once the student 
creates their essay and completes burning the audio version to an audio CD/
flash drive, they can submit their typed version, CD/flash drive and the Voice of 
Democracy entry form to their local participating VFW Post by the November 1 
deadline.  

Voice of Democracy Entry Form - http://www.vfw.org/uploadedFiles/VFWorg/
MY_VFW/VoiceofDemocracyEntryFormandBrochure.pdf 



ARMY Values:  
 Loyalty
 Duty 
 Respect
 Selfless Service
 Honor
 Integrity
 Personal Courage

NAVY Core Values:  
 Honor
 Courage
 Commitment

MARINE Corps Values:  
 Honor
 Courage
 Commitment

COAST GUARD Values:  
 Honor
 Respect
 Devotion to Duty

AIR FORCE Values:  
 Integrity First
 Service Before Self
 Excellence In All We Do

NEWSLETTER:
If you are not currently receiving this 
newsletter and would like to be added 
to the e-mail distribution, please 
contact Jason Lott at woubuft@gmail.
com.  Additionally, if you would like 
to submit an article or photo, please 
contact Jason at this e-mail address. 

REAGAN AT REyKJAVIK:
FROM:  The American Patriot’s Almanac

October 11, 1986, brought the opening of a two-day summit in Reykjavik, Iceland, 
between President Ronald Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev -- a turning 
point in a four-decade-old Cold War with a Communist empire that threatened the 
liberty of the world.

Gorbachev, desperate to cut his ailing nation’s military spending, offered major 
weapons cutbacks if the United States would do the same.  Reagan was astounded 
and delighted.  Previous Soviet leaders had answered nyet to serious proposals for 
nuclear arms reductions.  The U.S. president responded by suggesting that both 
sides scrap all offensive missiles within ten years.  Soon both leaders were trading 
breathtaking proposals to dismantle nuclear stockpiles.  We have negotiated the 
most massive weapons reductions in history, an exultant Reagan told himself.

Then Gorbachev threw a curve:  “This all depends, of course, on you giving up SDI.”  
The demand angered Reagan.  He had made it clear that the Strategic Defense 
Initiative -- a U.S. research program to develop a defensive shield against incoming 
missiles -- was not a bargaining chip.  In his view, SDI would ultimately prove the 
best defense against foreign threats.

Reagan could have left Reykjavik hailed as a great statesman for making the deal.  
All he had to do was give up SDI.  Instead, he ended the summit.  “The price was high 
but I wouldn’t sell,”  he wrote in his diary.

Critics accused the president of being too stubborn.  But others believed that 
standing firm would pay off.  “You just won the Cold War,” an administration official 
predicted on the plane ride home.  Reagan was confident that the bankrupt Soviet 
empire could not stand up to U.S. resolve.  “I’m convinced he’ll come around,” he 
wrote of Gorbachev.  Sure enough, the Soviets came back to the bargaining table, 
and the two countries soon reach historic agreements to reduce nuclear arms.

NATIONAl DAy OF THE DEPlOyED ~ OCT 26:
National Day of the Deployed honors all of the brave men and woman who have 
been deployed and are sacrificing, or have sacrificed, their lives to fight for our 
country and acknowledges their families that they are separated from.

National Day of the Deployed was founded in 2006 by Shelle Michaels Aberle. Ms. 
Aberle approached then North Dakota Governor John Hoeven for support of a ND 
Proclamation for the day. Governor Hoeven was the first Governor in the United 
States to note the deployed troops in a formal proclamation.

October 26 was chosen by Aberle’s cousin, Bottineau, ND native LTC David Hosna 
who was deployed to Iraq from Kaiserslautern, Germany.  October 26 is the date of 
Hosna’s birthday.

-  Grand Forks, North Dakota hosted the first event.  The first units honored by 
this proclamation were:  NDARNG 1-188th ADA SECFOR and JLENS deployed 
to Afghanistan.

-  2011 – Senator John Hoeven led the efforts and co-sponsored S.RES.295 for a 
national day of honor.  On October 18, 2011 it was passed unanimously for the 
first national day honoring the deployed troops and their families.

-  2012 – All States observed the National Day of the Deployed.



SHOW SUPPORT BY:
Flying Your Flag:  Support our 
defenders by flying the U.S. Flag, 
especially on all patriotic holidays.

Voting:  Your vote makes a difference! 
Exercise the freedoms our veterans 
have fought for throughout history.

Volunteering:  Pay a visit to a lonely 
or ailing veteran in your community to 
let them know they are not forgotten.

Reaching Out:  Write a letter to a 
service member stationed overseas 
or help out a military family in your 
community.

Educating America’s Youth:  Help 
educate America’s youth on the 
importance of our American history 
and patriotism.

Getting Involved:  Remind others 
why we must protect and honor 
fellow veterans. 

Speaking Out:  America’s young 
people need to understand what 
service to our country means.  

Writing:  Send a letter to your local 
newspaper to remind your fellow 
citizens that freedom is not free.

Lobbying:  Learn about key battles 
veterans are facing and make your 
opinion heard on Capitol Hill.  

Supporting Our Troops:  Get involved 
with VFW Post sponsored programs 
such as Homecoming Events, parades, 
service programs, fund raisers and 
visits to hospitalized veterans.

Hiring a Fellow Veteran:  Veterans 
looking to hire an employee can give 
a fellow hero a job.

MEMBER BUSINESSes
IF YOU ARE A MEMBER AND OWN A BUSINESS
WE WOULD LIKE TO PROMOTE THIS BUSINESS

IN OUR NEWSLETTER ~ SEND THE INFORMATION TO:
woubuft@gmail.com

~ VFW ~ Ladies Auxiliary ~ Men’s Auxiliary ~

SANTA FE VET CENTER:
I would like to introduce myself. I’m Phillip Chavez and I work for the VA. I’m 
attached to the Santa Fe Vet Center and we are now doing counseling and help with 
VA benefits. We will be in Los Alamos a few times a month for veteran outreach, so 
if anyone is interested please have them call or email me for an appointment at the 
Ombuds Located at Suite #114 in Central Park Square in downtown Los Alamos.  
Anyone can email me at Phillip.chavez2@va.gov or call (505) 988-6562.  

     Phillip “TOP” Chavez
     Desert Storm/Iraq Combat Veteran
     Readjustment Counseling Technician
     Keeping The Promise
     Santa Fe Vet Center
     (505) 988-6562
     Phillip.chavez2@va.gov

Who is the Santa Fe Vet Center?  We are the people who welcome home war 
veterans with honor by provide quality readjustment counseling in a caring manner. 
Vet Centers understand Veterans’ war experiences while assisting them and their 
family members toward a successful post-combat adjustment in or near their 
community.  We are staffed a small multi-disciplinary team of dedicated providers, 
most of whom are combat Veterans themselves.

What is Readjustment Counseling?  Readjustment Counseling is a wide range of 
psycho-social services offered to eligible Veterans and their families in the effort to 
make a successful transition from military to civilian life. It can include:

•  Individual and group counseling for Veterans and their families
•  Family and Marriage counseling for military related issues
•  Bereavement counseling for families who experience an active duty death
•  Military Sexual Trauma (MST) counseling and referral (Regardless of combat 

status)
•  Substance abuse assessment and referral
•  Employment referral
•  Veterans Benefits explanation and referral
•  Screening and referral for medical issues including Traumatic Brain Injury 

(TBI) depression, etc.

Does Vet Center have Readjustment Counseling for family members? Family 
members of combat veterans may be eligible for counseling services for specific 
military related issues.

Am I eligible for Vet Center Readjustment Counseling?  If you served in a 
combat zone or experienced Military Sexual Trauma (MST) regardless of combat 
status, you are eligible for Readjustment Counseling Services at no cost. We turn 
no veteran away.

Where is Readjustment Counseling offered?  Monday through Friday, 
appointments available from 8:00am -5:00pm or by special arrangements.  
Location:  2209 Brothers Road, Santa Fe, NM  87505.  



JOINING THE 

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS

VFW HISTORY:
The VFW traces its roots back to 1899 when veterans of the Spanish-American War (1898) and the Philippine Insurrection 
(1899-1902) founded local organizations to secure rights and benefits for their service: Many arrived home wounded or 
sick. There was no medical care or veterans’ pension for them,and they were left to care for themselves. 

In their misery, some of these veterans banded together and formed organizations with what would become known as 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. After chapters were formed in Ohio, Colorado and Pennsylvania, the 
movement quickly gained momentum. By 1915, membership grew to 5,000; by 1936, membership was almost 200,000. 

Since then, the VFW’s voice had been instrumental in establishing the Veterans Administration, creating a GI Bill for the 
20th century, the development of the national cemetery system and the fight for compensation for Vietnam vets exposed 
to Agent Orange and for veterans diagnosed with Gulf War Syndrome. In 2008, VFW won a long-fought victory with the 
passing of a GI Bill for the 21st Century, giving expanded educational benefits to America’s active-duty service members, 
and members of the Guard and Reserves, fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Annually, the nearly 1.9 million members of the VFW and its Auxiliaries contribute more than 8.6 million hours of 
volunteerism in the community, including participation in Make A Difference Day and National Volunteer Week. 

VFW MEMBERSHIP:
If you are a U.S. Citizen who has served honorably in the Armed Forces and has served in an overseas conflict, you are 
eligible to become a member of the VFW.  If you have received a campaign medal for overseas service; have served 30 
consecutive or 60 non-consecutive days in Korea; or have ever received hostile fire or imminent danger pay, then you’re 
also eligible to join our ranks. You can join us even if you are still serving in the military. The VFW counts over 75,000 active-
duty, Reserve and National Guard service members among our elite membership.

APPLICATIONS:  
Please submit a copy of your eligibility documentation (DD-214, awards, etc.) and at least your first month’s dues to the 
John D. Gamble VFW Post in Los Alamos, or you may apply on line at:  www.vfw.org/oms/NewMember.aspx.  An application is 
at the bottom of this page.

DUES:                            Age      One Payment    12 Month      24 Month 

Options for VFW dues include paying annually ($35), a one time   18-30    $425.00        $40.39       $20.23 
Life Membership (adjacent chart), or an installment plan for a    31-40    $410.00        $39.02       $19.58 
Life Membership.  Several payment plans are available, including  41-50    $375.00        $35.84       $18.05
12 month and 24 month installment plans.     51-60    $335.00        $32.20       $16.32
   61-70    $290.00        $28.11       $14.36
         71-80    $225.00        $22.20       $11.53
         81+    $170.00        $17.20       $  9.14
 



JOINING THE 

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 
AUXILIARY

VFW AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP:
Eligibility for the VFW Auxiliary is spouses, widowers, parents, grandparents, children, grand-children, siblings, and half-
siblings of those who were or are eligible for membership in the VFW.

APPLICATIONS:  
Please submit a copy of your eligibility documentation and at least your first month’s dues at the John D. Gamble VFW Post 
in Los Alamos, or you may apply on line at: http://www.vfwauxiliary.org/membership-application-form/

HOW TO REQUEST A DD FORM 214:
Military personnel records can be used for proving military service, or as a valuable tool in genealogical research, as well 
as establishing your eligibility for membership with the Veteran of Foreign War’s auxiliaries. Most veterans and their next-
of-kin can obtain free copies of their DD Form 214 (Report of Separation) and other military and medical records several 
ways:

Request Military Service Records Online, by Mail, or by Fax:

         http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/

Note:  Response time for records requested from the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) varies and is 
dependent upon the complexity of your request, the availability of records and their workload. Please do not send 
a follow-up request before 90 days have elapsed, as it may cause further delays. While the NPRC works actively to 
respond to each request in a timely fashion, the Center receives approximately 4,000-5,000 requests per day. They 
are responding to requests for separation documents within 10 days about 92% of the time. However, requests that 
involve reconstruction efforts due to the 1973 Fire, or older records which require extensive search efforts, may take 
6 months or more to complete.

DUES:                            Age      One Payment    12 Month      24 Month 

Options for the Auxiliary of the VFW dues include paying annually ($35),  18-30    $425.00        $40.39       $20.23 
a one time Life Membership (adjacent chart), or an installment plan for a  31-40    $410.00        $39.02       $19.58 
Life Membership.  Several payment plans are available, including  41-50    $375.00        $35.84       $18.05
12-month and 24-month installment plans.     51-60    $335.00        $32.20       $16.32
   61-70    $290.00        $28.11       $14.36
         71-80    $225.00        $22.20       $11.53
         81+    $170.00        $17.20       $  9.14
 




