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“We Do Not Create Terrorism By Fighting The Terrorists.
We Invite Terrorism By Ignoring Them.”

POST CALENDAR:
SUNs
MONs
MONs
TUEs
WEDs
Daily
2nd MONs
3rd THUs

World Tavern Poker
Monday Night Football
Pool League 9-Ball
Pool League 8-Ball
World Tavern Poker
Free Pool
VFW Aux Meetings
VFW Member Meetings

JANUARY

3:00PM
6:30PM
6:30PM
6:30PM
7:00PM
All Day
5:30PM
6:00PM

New Years Day
VFW Auxiliary Meeting - 5:30PM
MLK Day		
VFW Meeting - 6PM
Vietnam Peace Day

JAN 1
JAN 11
JAN 18
JAN 21
JAN 27

Four Chaplains Day
USO B-Day 		
Mid-Winter Conference ~ ABQ
UFC 196: Werdum vs. Velasquez
Superbowl Party
VFW Auxiliary Meeting - 5:30PM
Valentine’s Day
President’s Day
Remember the U.S.S. Maine Day
VFW Meeting - 6PM
Coast Guard Reserve Birthday
Iwo Jima Day

FEB 3
FEB 4
FEB 6
FEB 6
FEB 7
FEB 8
FEB 14
FEB 15
FEB 15
FEB 18
FEB 19
FEB 19

FEBRUARY

MARCH

Scout-of-the-Year Applications Due MAR 1

~ President George W. Bush ~

VFW MISSION:
The Veterans of Foreign Wars is an organization of war veterans committed to
ensuring rights, remembering sacrifices, promoting patriotism, performing
community services and advocating for a strong national defense.

COMMANDER’S THINK TANK:
Hello Comrades,

I hope that you all are doing well. First, I have to apologize for the tardiness of this
newsletter. Totally my fault—I did not get these commander’s notes out on time, so
it delayed the release of this newsletter. Things have gotten very busy for me lately
especially with I prepare for the LAHS softball season, but I am glad that I am finally
getting this out so you can enjoy the great articles that comrade Jason Lott puts
together every month for the Gamble Gab.

We continue to get involved with community events. Last month we participated in
the Los Alamos Holiday Lights Parade. It was an honor being part of that great Los
Alamos tradition. And for many of us who participated, it was at times emotional
as we saw families (especially kids) clapping and saluting us as our float passed
by them. Again, I want to thank comrade Joe Archuleta for volunteering his truck
for our float and also for driving it during the parade (he is such a good driver that
none of us fell off). I also want to thank the VFW Auxiliary as they had great tasting
food waiting for us once we arrived at our post. It was great to come in to a warm
building and enjoy an excellent meal. If you were not able to participate in this past
light parade, we encourage you to come out next year—it’s a lot of fun.

This past weekend, Eli, Victor and I attended the VFW District clinic in Espanola.
The Espanola post catered the food and it was very delicious—most of us got up
for seconds. The meeting itself went very well and we did learn something that
I would like to share with all our members. We had a comrade who had a couple
of heart attacks a few months back. He was taken to a private hospital where he
incurred $500k in medical bills. He tried to have the VA cover the cost, but since the
VA was not notified within 24 hours, the claim was denied. I perish the thought that
something like this could happen to any of us, but in case of emergency, we need to
have the phone number handy at all times.
Finally, we have a few events coming up this month. Our next member meeting will
be THU, JAN 21 at 6PM. The Mid-Winter State Convention will be held the weekend
of FEB 5 in Albuquerque. We also hope to have the next UFC 196 Fight, Werdum vs.
Velasquez, SAT, FEB 6. We will host the fights as long as we get great response from
members and guests; otherwise, we may have to wait for the next Holly fight.

1st Lieutenant John D. Gamble

That is it for this month. Please stay safe, and I hope that you all have a great and
blessed day!
Roger Anaya, Commander

LOOKING FOR YOU!!!
~ IF YOU HAVEN’T BEEN BY IN WHILE ~
~ PLEASE STOP BY! ~
~ WE ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO VISIT EACH WEEK ~

IT’S IMPORTANT FOR OUR MEMBERSHIP TO KNOW ONE ANOTHER,
FOR CAMARADERIE AND SUPPORT!

The March To Balanga In Bataan:
EXCERPT FROM: A World War II Memoir by Joe Bergstein (Los Alamos Resident)

This excerpt is from a memoir authored by Joe Bergstein describing his military career,
specifically his experiences in Bataan during WWII and as a POW of the Japanese
military. This excerpt occurred during his first week of the Bataan Death March.
My malaria hit every other day about noon. I just felt muzzy-headed on the off days.
I knew I had to get some quinine before too long, but the prospects didn’t look good.
I just kept walking. The lack of water was devastating. Sometimes bamboo pipes
carrying water from Artesian wells paralleled the road on elevated supports. Many
of the joints leaked and the sight of that clean water spilling on the ground was too
much. A lot of the men left the line to fill their canteens at these leaks and many
were killed for it. That seemed normal at the time, but looking back on it, I cannot
understand such wanton cruelty. I managed to fill mine several times by timing it
when the guards’ attention was diverted.
Sometimes the guards kept our group in a fairly tight column-of four-formation.
At other times we were strung out in a very loose line of singles, pairs, and small
clusters. I was walking alone when a Nip officer stopped and spoke to me in good
English. He must have spent some time in the States. He was asking me innocuous
questions like my age and where in the States I was from, when a Filipino Captain
came up and told us how the Americans in general and I in particular had betrayed
his country, and how he hated us, and how glad he was that the Japanese had come.
The Nip officer barked at him and moved his hand toward his pistol holster, and the
Filipino scurried away. I think that was the only hostility I ever encountered from
a Filipino.

With each passing hour, more and more people fell out and were murdered.
People died also in increasing numbers at the overnight rest stops, which became
progressively worse with the stench of dead bodies added to that from the excrement,
and the swarms of blue flies. At Balanga, we were herded into a fenced enclosure
that contained an empty warehouse. I remember trying to decide whether it was
filthier inside or out, and chose the outside because I judged it marginally less so.
Here we received the first food that I had had for many days, a handful of wet cooked
rice. Aside from that, conditions at Balanga were the worst I had yet encountered,
with dead and dying everywhere one looked.
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NOSE ART OF THE MONTH: “Flak Fled Flapper” 380th
Bomb Group Consolidated B-24 Liberator. The “Flapper”
was a real person, her name was Helene Chilton; she was an
entertainer at Earl Carrol’s nightclub in Hollywood.

The Battle of New Orleans
Johnny Horton (1959)
In 1814 we took a little trip
Along with Colonel Jackson down the mighty Mississippi
We took a little bacon and we took a little beans
And we caught the bloody British in the town of New Orleans
We fired our guns and the British kept a-comin’
There wasn’t nigh as many as there was a while ago
We fired once more and they began to runnin’
On down the Mississippi to the Gulf of Mexico
We looked down the river and we seed the British come
And there must have been a hundred of ‘em beatin’ on the drum
They stepped so high and they made their bugles ring
We stood behind our cotton bales and didn’t say a thing
CHORUS
Old Hickory said we could take ‘em by surprise
If we didn’t fire our muskets ‘till we looked ‘em in the eyes
We held our fire ‘till we seed their faces well
Then we opened up our squirrel guns and gave ‘em
Well, we
CHORUS
Yeah they ran through the briers
and they ran through the brambles
And they ran through the bushes where a rabbit couldn’t go
They ran so fast that the hounds couldn’t catch ‘em
On down the Mississippi to the Gulf of Mexico
We fired our cannon ‘till the barrel melted down
So we grabbed an alligator and we fought another round
We filled his head with cannonballs ‘n’ powdered his behind
And when we touched the powder off, the gator lost his mind
CHORUS
Yeah they ran through the briers
and they ran through the brambles
And they ran through the bushes where a rabbit couldn’t go
They ran so fast that the hounds couldn’t catch ‘em
On down the Mississippi to the Gulf of Mexico
Hut, hut, three, four
Sound off, three, four
Hut, hut, three, four
Sound off, three, four
Hut, hut, three, four

CANTEEN:

Bataan Memorial Death March History:
FROM: http://bataanmarch.com/bataan-death-march-history/

The Bataan Memorial Death March honors a special group of WW II heroes.

These brave soldiers were responsible for the defense of the islands of Luzon,
Corregidor and the harbor defense forts of the Philippines. The conditions they
encountered and the aftermath of the battle were unique. They fought in a malariainfested region, surviving on half or quarter rations with little or no medical help.
They fought with outdated equipment and virtually no air power.
On April 9, 1942, tens of thousands of American and
Filipino soldiers were surrendered to Japanese forces.
The Americans were Army, Army Air Corps, Navy and
Marines. Among those seized were members of the
200th Coast Artillery, New Mexico National Guard.
They were marched for days in the scorching heat
through the Philippine jungles. Thousands died. Those
who survived faced the hardships of a prisoner of war
camp. Others were wounded or killed when unmarked
enemy ships transporting prisoners of war to Japan were
sunk by U.S. air and naval forces.

Mon~Thu 1PM to at least 8PM
Fri
1PM to at least 9PM
Sat
11AM to at least 8PM
Sun
12PM to at least 7PM

Happy Hour: 4-6PM MON~FRI
FRI/SAT ~ FREE POOL

Smoking Policy:
Post 8874 is
smoke free, except for the special
smoking parlor room located in the
entrance loft, adjacent to the Canteen.
Canteen Manager:
Ashley D’Anna
Phone: (505) 670-7713
(505) 670-1853
E-mail: BarMgr@vfw8874.org
Know Your Bartenders:
Ashley D’Anna
Amanda Giovo
Kendra Cordova
David Dover

The Army ROTC Department at New Mexico State University began sponsoring
the memorial march in 1989 to mark a page in history that included so many native
sons and affected many families in the state. In 1992, White Sands Missile Range
and the New Mexico National Guard joined in the sponsorship and the event was
moved to the Missile Range.

In 2003, for the only time in its history, the memorial march was canceled.
Operation Iraqi Freedom required extensive deployment among the units that
usually support the march and event could not be safely and efficiently conducted.

Since its inception, the memorial march has grown from about 100 to some 6,500
marchers from across the United States and several foreign countries. While still
primarily a military event, many civilians choose to take the challenge.
Marchers come to this memorial event for many reasons – personal challenge, the
spirit of competition or to foster esprit de corps in their unit. Some march in honor
of a family member or a particular veteran who was in the Bataan Death March or
was taken a prisoner of war by the Japanese in the Philippines.
This year’s march is scheduled for March 20, 2016. More information: bataanmarch.

New Mexico Lottery:

The Los Alamos
VFW is now an
authorized
retail
location for the New
Mexico Lottery. In
addition to Bingo,
you
may
play
Powerball,
Mega
Millions, Hot Lotto Sizzler, Roadrunner Cash, and Pick
3. If you purchase these at the VFW, and you win, the
VFW also wins as the retailer selling the ticket.

Pool Tables: $. 50 per Game
Free Pool on FRI/SAT
Member’s Pool Table:
$2 per person per day

Wireless Internet: Free
Ask Bartender for Password

Atomic City Pool League:
MONs & TUEs 6:30PM
Tony Zukaitis: (505) 690-3965
E-mail: azukaitis@gmail.com

World Tavern Poker:
Wed (7-9PM) & Suns (3-5PM)
Mike Cutler:
E-mail: Bosman.1@netzero.com
Jukebox: Set Up Your Own Playlist

MEMBERSHIP:
VFW
VFW Auxiliary

140 (132 Life)
76 (39 Life)

Army of Puerto Rican Occupation Medal:
FROM: Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Army_of_Puerto_Rican_Occupation_Medal

The Army of Puerto Rican Occupation Medal was a United States military medal
of the Army which was created by order of the United States War Department on
February 4, 1919.
The Army of Puerto Rican Occupation Medal was
commemorative by nature although was approved for wear on
active military uniforms. A similar medal, the Army of Cuban
Occupation Medal was created for occupation service in Cuba
following the Spanish–American War.

The medal recognized those service members who had
performed military occupation duty in Puerto Rico after
the close of the Spanish–American War. For those service
members who performed duty both during and subsequent to
the Spanish–American War, the Spanish Campaign Medal
was also authorized. The qualifying dates for the Army of
Puerto Rican Occupation Medal were from August 14 through
December 10, 1898. The United States Navy and Marine Corps
had no equivalent to the Army of Puerto Rican Occupation Medal.

RECRUITING:
A healthy organization continues
to grow and recruit new members,
which brings in new ideas and energy.
By actively engaging new members,
we ensure the future of our honored
organization, strengthen our cause,
and better perform our mission.
Each of us should be reaching out to
fellow veterans to encourage their
membership and have a goal of
recruiting at least one new member
per year. If you are aware of someone
who may be interested, please contact
one of the post officers.

The Army of Puerto Rican Occupation Medal is bronze 1 1/4 inches wide. It has
an oxidized matte finish in relief. The obverse of the medal bears a castle in the
center with two small round towers at the corners. At the top around the outside
of the medal is the inscription ARMY OF OCCUPATION OF PUERTO RICO. The date
1898 appears at the bottom. On the left side of the date is a branch of a tobacco
plant on the other side is a stalk of sugar cane. The reverse depicts a spread eagle on
a trophy consisting of a cannon, six rifles, four standards, an Indian shield, quiver of
arrows with three spears, a Cuban machete, and Sulu kris. Below the trophy are the
words FOR SERVICE. The reverse is circumscribed by the words UNITED STATES
ARMY at the upper half and thirteen five-pointed stars in the lower half. The ribbon
is 1 3/8 inches wide in ultramarine blue. At the edges are stripes of old glory red
1/16 inches wide. In the center is a 3/8 inch stripe of old glory red bordered on
both sides by 1/16 inch golden yellow stripes.

Quartermaster’s Report ~ Eluterio Garcia:
Welcome to 2016 Comrades and Sisters;

Well, 2015 is finally over and it was a rough year! First, our longtime canteen
manager Jaime Clabo resigned. We operated marginally in the black, sometimes in
the red for most of the year, and we did not qualify for a loan but somehow we got
through it, thanks to some members who stepped up and to our current canteen
manager, Ashley DeAnna. We hosted a couple of events including the Rousy/Holms
UFC fight which helped us out.
We made it through 2015 but we’re not out of the woods yet. Our post home needs
some major upkeep and we don’t have the resources to pay for them. We need
volunteers with electrical, carpentry, HVAC, and other types of experience.

Due to current interpretation of the Bingo and Raffle Act by the New Mexico gaming
Board, we did not renew our Bingo and Raffle license for the current year. This
means we will not be able to generate revenue via these activities.

Our 501(C19) non-profit status puts some stringent requirement on use of the
canteen. First, guests (nonmembers) are required to be signed by a member in good
standing and leave when that member leaves or be signed in by another member.
Members in good standing are those who have a current membership card in their
possession; expired cards will render a member to not in good standing status.
I encourage all members, VFW and Auxiliary, to become more active in their post,
to include recruiting other eligible members, attending meetings and assisting in
carrying out our programs. It is essential for the survival of the post. Please keep
this in mind as we navigate through 2016.

MEDAL OF HONOR ~ PVT Harold H. Moon, JR.:
FROM: Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harold_H._Moon,_Jr.

Harold Herman Moon, Jr. (March 15, 1921 – October 21, 1944) was a United States
Army soldier and a recipient of the United States military’s highest decoration—
the Medal of Honor—for his actions during the Battle of Leyte in World War II.
Moon joined the Army from Gardena, California in
August 1942, and served as a private in Company G,
34th Infantry Regiment, 24th Infantry Division.
Before the landing on Leyte, Moon was a persistent
troublemaker and known as the “G Company screwup.” He had been confined to the stockade yet was
released back to his unit, amidst strong objection, just
prior to the battle. On the night of October 21, 1944,
during a Japanese counterattack at Pawing, Leyte
in the Philippines, Moon held his position manning
a submachine gun despite intense enemy fire and
overwhelming odds. He was killed during the battle
and, on November 15, 1945, posthumously awarded
the Medal of Honor for his actions.

PVT Harold H. Moon, Jr.

Moon, aged 23 at his death, was buried at Sunset Memorial Park in his birth city of
Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Private Moon’s official Medal of Honor citation reads:

He fought with conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity when powerful Japanese
counterblows were being struck in a desperate effort to annihilate a newly won
beachhead. In a forward position, armed with a submachine gun, he met the brunt
of a strong, well-supported night attack which quickly enveloped his platoon’s
flanks. Many men in nearby positions were killed or injured, and Pvt. Moon was
wounded as his foxhole became the immediate object of a concentration of mortar
and machine gun fire. Nevertheless, he maintained his stand, poured deadly fire
into the enemy, daringly exposed himself to hostile fire time after time to exhort
and inspire what American troops were left in the immediate area. A Japanese
officer, covered by machine gun fire and hidden by an embankment, attempted to
knock out his position with grenades, but Pvt. Moon, after protracted and skillful
maneuvering, killed him. When the enemy advanced a light machine gun to within
20 yards of the shattered perimeter and fired with telling effects on the remnants
of the platoon, he stood up to locate the gun and remained exposed while calling
back range corrections to friendly mortars which knocked out the weapon. A
little later he killed 2 Japanese as they charged an aid man. By dawn his position,
the focal point of the attack for more than 4 hours, was virtually surrounded.
In a fanatical effort to reduce it and kill its defender, an entire platoon charged
with fixed bayonets. Firing from a sitting position, Pvt. Moon calmly emptied
his magazine into the advancing horde, killing 18 and repulsing the attack. In a
final display of bravery, he stood up to throw a grenade at a machine gun which
had opened fire on the right flank. He was hit and instantly killed, falling in the
position from which he had not been driven by the fiercest enemy action. Nearly
200 dead Japanese were found within 100 yards of his foxhole. The continued
tenacity, combat sagacity, and magnificent heroism with which Pvt. Moon fought
on against overwhelming odds contributed in a large measure to breaking up a
powerful enemy threat and did much to insure our initial successes during a most
important operation.

VFW’S CODE OF ETHICS:
• Act in a professional manner at all
times;
• Promote an environment where
honesty and open communication
are valued;
• Resolve differences of opinion in a
professional and mature manner;
• Respect the confidentiality of
privileged information;
• Refuse to engage in or tolerate
any form of discrimination or
harassment toward members,
employees, volunteers or other
officers;
• Exhibit respect and fairness
toward all people;
• Speak highly of the organization
and its members; and
• Promote VFW and support the
activities of the organization.

VETERAN AFFAIRS:
Benefits Information & Assistance
		
(800) 827-1000
Health Care
(877) 222-8387
Edu/Training
(888) 442-4551
VA Life Ins.
(800) 669-8477
Office of SGLI
(800) 419-1473
CHAM PVA
(800) 733-8387
Helpline (Agent Orange/Gulf War)
		
(800) 749-8387
Direct Deposit
(877) 838-2778
Headstones
(800) 697-6947
Device for Deaf (800) 829-4833

U.S. Flag:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_the_United_States

Display on Vehicles: When the flag
is affixed to the right side of a vehicle
of any kind (e.g.: cars, boats, planes,
any physical object that moves), it
should be oriented so that the canton
is towards the front of the vehicle, as
if the flag were streaming backwards
from its hoist as the vehicle moves
forward. Therefore, U.S. flag decals on
the right sides of vehicles may appear
to be reversed, with the union to the
observer’s right instead of left as more
commonly seen.

The flag has been displayed on every
U.S. spacecraft designed for manned
flight, including Mercury, Gemini,
Apollo Command/Service Module,
Apollo Lunar Module, and the Space
Shuttle. The flag also appeared on
the S-IC first stage of the Saturn V
launch vehicle used for Apollo. But
since Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo
were launched and landed vertically
and were not capable of horizontal
atmospheric flight as the Space
Shuttle did on its landing approach,
the “streaming” convention was not
followed and these flags were oriented
with the stripes running horizontally,
perpendicular to the direction of
flight.
Display on Uniforms: On some U.S.
military uniforms, flag patches are
worn on the right shoulder, following
the vehicle convention with the union
toward the front. This rule dates back
to the Army’s early history, when both
mounted cavalry and infantry units
would designate a standard bearer,
who carried the Colors into battle.
As he charged, his forward motion
caused the flag to stream back. Since
the Stars and Stripes are mounted
with the canton closest to the pole,
that section stayed to the right, while
the stripes flew to the left. Several
U.S. military uniforms, such as flight
suits worn by members of the United
States Navy, have the flag patch on the
left shoulder.

NMDVS
Completes
Its
Rural
Veterans
Coordination Program Team To Assist RuralArea Veterans:
SANTA FE ― The New Mexico Department of Veterans Services announced that it
has opened several rural offices in the state to help rural-area veterans on a variety
of issues, including assistance with disability compensation, pension claims, health
care, and dependent/survivor benefits.
The regional offices are the result of a federal grant. In addition, rural veterans also
may call a new toll-free hotline to get their questions answered.

“We are excited to help more veterans and their families take advantage of our
services,” NMDVS Secretary Jack Fox said. “We have a duty to make sure that our
heroes – who have sacrificed so much to defend our freedom – have access to every
benefit that they have earned, whether they live in a big city or in a rural area. These
offices will help us do just that.”
The agency was one of only five recipients nationwide of $2 million grants created
by the U.S. Veterans Health Administration and the Office of Rural Health to
assist rural-area veterans.

In accordance with grant guidelines, NMDVS has created RVCP offices staffed
by grant coordinators in the following five regions of New Mexico: Central
(Albuquerque), Northwest (Shiprock), Northeast (Las Vegas), Southwest (Santa
Clara), and Southeast (Roswell).

The coordinators will travel throughout their assigned regions to find veterans who
have not enrolled in the VA health care system. The coordinators will also utilize the
media to supplement their outreach.

The goal is to educate rural-area veterans about the services and programs
available to them and their families. Though the focus is on identifying transitioning
active-duty personnel and veterans who have recently left active-duty service, any
veterans who have served will receive assistance.
The coordinators are already hard at work seeking out veterans and putting them
in touch with the nearest NMDVS office, the VA regional office in Albuquerque, or
an appropriate local agency to help with filing for disability compensation, pension
claims, education and vocational training, life insurance, home loans, health care,
transportation issues, burial assistance, and dependent/survivor benefits.
The coordinators—who have extensive knowledge of their regions and what
services are available—can also put veterans in touch with non-VA agencies offering
other services or programs which help veterans.
New Toll-Free Phone Number: 1-800-672-7006

In addition to the five regional RVCP Coordinators, the program also features a
VetConnect statewide toll-free “hotline” for rural veterans and their families to
access information about available services and programs for veterans in their area.

The Battle of New Orleans:
From: The American Patriot’s Almanac

On January 8, 1815, Andrew Jackson and his band of “half-horse, half-alligator”
men whipped the British in the Battle of New Orleans, the last major battle of the
War of 1812.
General Jackson, known to his troops as “Old Hickory”
because of his toughness, had been placed in charge
of defending the port city. As the British approached,
he frantically threw up earthworks and assembled an
extraordinary army of some 5,000 men. He had volunteers
from New Orleans, including Creole aristocrats, tradesmen,
and laborers. His forces also counted Tennessee and
Kentucky militia, as well as Free Negroes, Spanish, French,
Portuguese, Italians, and Indians.

Jackson even had help from Jean Lafitte, the infamous, French-born gentleman
pirate. The British had offered Lafitte money and a command in the Royal Navy if
he would help them attack New Orleans. Lafitte turned them down and offered his
pirates to the American side. Jackson, needing every man he would get, said yes.
The British, who ridiculed the American defenders as “dirty shirts,” came at Old
Hickory at daybreak with more than 8,000 troops. As the main attack began, they
fired a rocket. Old Hickory remained calm. “Don’t mind those rockets,” he said.
“They are mere toys to amuse children.”
As the redcoats advanced, the Americans took aim with rifles and artillery. “Boys,
elevate them guns a little lower!” Jackson ordered as he directed cannon fire.

The battle turned into a rout. About 2,000 British soldiers were killed, wounded, or
captured. The American toll was just 13 dead and 58 wounded or missing.
Several weeks later, news arrived that American and British negotiators had signed
a peace treaty in Ghent, Belgium, two weeks before the battle. Still, the victory
electrified Americans, filled them with confidence, and gave them a hero who would
go on to become the nation’s seventh president.

VFW Scout-of-the-Year:

Some of the VFW’s earliest ties to the community
involve youth groups and perhaps none are
stronger or more lasting than the relationship
between the VFW and America’s scouting
organizations. In fact, VFW’s partnership with the
Boy Scouts of America dates back to 1915 when
VFW Post 2100 helped to establish Troop 1 in
Everett, Washington.
Through the VFW’s Scout of the Year program,
members of the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts who
display standout citizenship, patriotism and love
of country have the opportunity to be rewarded
with college scholarships of up to $5,000.
WHO CAN ENTER:

• Scouts who are registered, active members of a Boy or Girl Scout Troop,
Venturing Crew, or a Sea Scout Ship who have received the Eagle Scout Award,
Girl Scout Gold Award, Venture Summit Award or Sea Scout Quartermaster
Award.
• Scouts must be 15 years of age and have demonstrated practical citizenship in
school, scouting and the community.
• Scouts must be enrolled in high school at the time of selection.

Note: All applicants still in high school who reach their 18th birthday during the
nomination year remain eligible if otherwise qualified.

CONTACTS:
VFW/Canteen Phone:
(505) 662-3506
VFW8874@qwestoffice.net
NM Veterans’ Service Officer:
Jeff George
(505) 346-4810
jeff.george@state.nm.us

NM VFW Service Officer (NVS):
Cynthia Archuleta
(505) 346-4881
cynthia.archuleta@va.gov

VFW Tactical Assessment Center:
24-hour help line for questions
& concerns w/VA entitlements
(800) VFW-1899

Santa Fe Veterans Counseling Center
Phil Chavez
(505) 988-6562
phillip.chavez2@va.gov
Creole Nouvelle Restaurant:
MON~THUR , 10:30AM~2PM
FRI, 10:30AM~8PM
*10% Discount for VFW Members*
Pete & Esther Lucchini
(505) 661-4050
www.facebook.com/CreoleNouvelle

Disabled American Veteran (DAV)
Service:
Provides free rides to
veterans Tuesday thru Thursday to
and from the Albuquerque Veterans
Administration Hospital.
For assistance call:

Merejildo Ortega
(505) 351-4405

Bernardo Jaramillo
(505) 753-5594
(505) 927-3529

Hospital Service Coordinator
(800) 465-8262 x2821

REPRESENTATION:
President Barack Obama
Website:
Phone:
Address:
		
		

www.whitehouse.gov
(202) 456-1111
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, DC 20500

Senator Tom Udall

Website: www.tomudall.senate.gov
Phone:
(202) 224-6621
Address: 110 Hart Senate Off. Bldg
Washington DC, 20510

Senator Martin Heinrich

Phone:
(202) 224-5521
Address: B40D Dirksen Senate Office Bld
Washington, DC 20510

Rep. Ben Ray Luján

Website: www.lujan.house.gov
Phone:
(202) 225-6190
Address: 330 Cannon HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515

Udall Provision Requiring Report On Burn
Pits Will Help Advance Care For Veterans Of
Iraq And Afghanistan:
WASHINGTON, D.C. ― U.S. Sen. Tom Udall announced that he secured a provision in
the “omnibus” appropriations bill signed by the president last week requiring the
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to report on the status and findings of its
burn pit registry. The registry — which was created by Udall’s Burn Pits Registry
Act — is the first step toward providing medical care and research for service
members and veterans who were exposed to toxic chemicals and fumes from openair burn pits in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Udall is working to ensure the VA and Department of Defense (DOD) strengthen and
build on the creation of the registry and continue to advance their understanding of
how burn pit exposure has affected veterans’ health. The VA’s findings are a crucial
step in that process. This provision is the next step after Udall’s amendment to
this year’s National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) requiring the VA and the
DOD to share information about when and how service members may have been
exposed to airborne hazards and open burn pits.
The military used burn pits to incinerate everything from medical waste to
unexploded ordnance. “Many of our servicemen and women were exposed to toxic
fumes and chemicals from burn pits while serving our country overseas,” Udall said.
“Some, like Master Sergeant Jessey Baca of New Mexico, are already battling illnesses
that they can trace to that exposure. We don’t know the longterm effects others will
experience throughout their lives, but the burn pits registry was a first step. The VA
and DOD need to keep working to share research and information so that we can
ensure Iraq and Afghanistan veterans get the treatment they have earned. And the
VA’s report, which is now required under law thanks to my work as a member of the
Senate Appropriations Committee, will keep this process moving forward.”
Veterans and service members who were exposed to burn pits overseas can sign up
for the registry at: https://veteran.mobilehealth.va.gov/AHBurnPitRegistry/

Udall authored and championed the bipartisan Burn Pits Registry Act to establish
the national registry, and it was signed into law by the president in 2013. Udall
began work on the legislation after meeting with New Mexican SMSgt Jessey
Baca and his wife, Maria, and learning about Jessey’s battle with cancer, chronic
bronchiolitis, chemical induced asthma, brain lesions, and numerous other ailments
believed to have been caused by exposure to burn pits in Iraq.

Governor Susana Martinez

Phone:
(505) 476-2200
Address: 490 Old Santa Fe Trail, Rm400
Santa Fe, NM 87501

Sen. Richard C. Martinez

Phone:
(505) 929-0125
E-mail:
richard.martinez@nmlegis.gov
Address: Box 762
Espanola, NM 87532

NM Rep. Stephanie G. Richard
Phone:
(505) 500-4343
E-mail: stephanie.garciarichard@nmlegis.gov
Address: P.O. Box 4657
Los Alamos, NM 87544

Los Alamos County Council

Phone:
(505) 663-1750
E-mail:
countycouncil@lacnm.us
Address: 1000 Central Ave., Suite 350
Los Alamos, NM 87544

The burn pits registry is similar to the Agent Orange and Gulf War registries that
have helped patients, doctors and the VA. It will help determine to what extent air
pollution caused by open air burn pits has led to medical conditions among service
members.

The Pentagon:
FROM: The American Patriot’s Almanac

In January 1943, while World War II raged in Europe and the Pacific, the U.S.
military began to manage the war effect from the Pentagon, its newly finished
headquarters in Arlington, Virginia. The gigantic edifice, which sits on the bank of
the Potomac River outside of Washington, D.C., still serves as the nerve center of the
Department of Defense. It is one of the largest office buildings in the world.
Before the Pentagon’s construction, the
different pars of the War Department
(as the Defense Department was called)
were headquartered in scattered offices.
Ground was broken in September 1941
and construction completed in only sixteen
months at a cost of $83 million. The war
had caused a shortage of steel, so engineers
dredged 680,000 tons of sand and gravel
from the Potomac and turned it into reinforced concrete for the building.

Virtually a city unto itself, the Pentagon covers 29 acres. It has 3.7 million square
feet of space, three times the floor space of the Empire State Building. The U.S.
Capitol building could fit into any one of its five wedge-shaped sections. About
26,000 people work at the Pentagon.

The five-sided building is designed in the form of five concentric rings. Despite
its huge size and 17.5 miles of corridors, the Pentagon is one of the worlds most
efficient office buildings. It takes only seven minutes to walk between any two
points in the structure.
During the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, a hijacked jetliner slammed into
the Pentagon, blowing a gaping hole in one side and killing 189 people. Construction
crews worked around the clock for a year to repair the outer ring before the first
anniversary of the attacks.

VFW HONORS & SALUTES IRAQ WAR VETERANS:
DEC. 15 MARKS THE FOURTH ANNIVERSARY SINCE THE END OF THE WAR
This week [DEC 11, 2015] as the VFW reflects
on the fourth anniversary of the end of the
Iraq War, we honor and salute America’s
more than 1.5 million Iraq War veterans
and the 4,486 service members who paid the
ultimate sacrifice.

Today, we keep these brave Americans at
the forefront of our minds. From that fateful
September day in 2001 rose America’s New Greatest Generation of service men
and women. They bravely answered our nation’s call, determined to protect and
defend our freedom.

The frontlines of Iraq brought never-before-seen challenges and a cruel and harsh
environment. As in generations before, those who served willingly left behind
family and country to stand tall in the face of an unknown and unseen enemy.
In an effort to help liberate a country from the clenches of a malicious government,
they helped to weaken a terrorist network, empowered governments and trained
militaries so they may have the opportunity to govern and defend themselves
against the throes of evil.

No duty is greater than protecting America, our citizens, our ideals and our way of
life. And this week, and every week, we salute and remember the American veterans
of the Iraq War. Thank you for your dedication, bravery and service.

VFW MISSION:

To foster camaraderie among United
States Veterans of overseas conflicts.
To serve our veterans, the military,
and our communities. To advocate on
behalf of all veterans.

VFW VISION:

Ensure that veterans are respected
for their service, always receive
their earned entitlements, and are
recognized for the sacrifices they and
their loved ones have made on behalf
of this great country.

VFW PURPOSE:

The purpose of this corporation
are fraternal, patriotic, historical,
charitable, and educational and are; to
preserve and strengthen comradeship
among its members; to assist their
widows and orphans; to maintain
true allegiance to the Government of
the United States, and fidelity to its
Constitution and laws; to foster true
patriotism; to maintain and extend
the institutions of American freedom;
and to preserve and defend the United
States from all enemies.

VFW CORE VALUES:

• Always put the interests of our
members first
• Treat donors as partners in our
cause
• Promote patriotism
• Honor military service
• Ensure the care of veterans and
their families
• Serve our communities
• Promote a positive image of the
VFW
• Respect the diversity of veteran
opinions

VFW PRIORITIES:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

VA Health Care
Suicides & Homelessness
VA Benefits & Compensation
Seamless Transition
Military Quality of Life
Education & Employment
Defense & Homeland Security
POW/MIA

WWII - 32nd Inf. Div.

VFW MEMBER’S
OBLIGATION:

Special Forces Soldier Killed in Afghanistan:

In the presence of Almighty God and the members of this order here
assembled - I (Your Name), do of my
own free will and accord, solemnly
promise and declare that:

The Pentagon has identified the U.S. Army Special Forces soldier killed on Tuesday
in Afghanistan. The Defense Department on Wednesday identified the service
member as Staff Sgt. Matthew Q. McClintock, 30, originally of Albuquerque,
New Mexico. A husband and a father of an infant son, he was assigned to the 1st
Battalion, 19th Special Forces Group (Airborne), based in Buckley, Washington.

• I will bear true allegiance - to the
Constitution of the United States
of America - and I will always be
loyal thereto.
• I do further solemnly promise and
declare - that I will comply with
the Congressional Charter - ByLaws and Ritual of this Order - and
I will always be loyal thereto - that
I will never wrong or defraud
this organization - nor a member
thereof - nor permit any wrong to
be done to either - if in my power
to prevent it.
• I will never propose for
membership - any person not
eligible - nor one whom I know to
be unworthy.
• I will never make known to anyone
- not authorized to receive it - any
of the work of this order.
• Should my affiliation - with the
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the
United States - cease in any way
- I will consider this pledge - as
binding outside of the order - as
though I had remained a member
of same.
• All this I promise and pledge - upon
the honor of a true comrade - and a
citizen of our great republic.

FROM: www.military.com

McClintock was killed during an extended firefight in Marjah in Helmand province
“from wounds suffered when the enemy attacked his unit with small arms fire,”
according to a statement from the Pentagon. He was the first U.S. service member
to be killed in action in Afghanistan in 2016. Two other American troops were
wounded during the operation to assist Afghan forces in taking back territory from
a resurgent Taliban in the southwestern part of the country.

Two Air Force Special Operations HH-60 Pave Hawk helicopters were sent to evacuate
the Americans from the Marjah firefight but neither was able to carry out the
mission. One was waved off, possibly because of enemy ground fire and the second
went down after a rotor blade reportedly struck the wall of an Afghan compound.
McClintock joined the Army in 2006 and served as a Special Forces engineer
sergeant, according to the Washington National Guard. He deployed to
Afghanistan in July with the Guard’s A Company, 1-19th Special Forces Group.
Officials described him as a “hero” and “the best of the best.”

“The death of any service member is tragic,” Gov. Jay Inslee said in a statement. “The
death of one of our own is especially difficult to grasp. My thoughts and prayers are
with Staff Sergeant McClintock’s friends and family, including his young wife and
infant son. He is a true American hero who stood up to protect his state and nation.
Trudi and I are deeply grateful for his service.”
“Staff Sergeant McClintock was one of the best of the best,” said Maj. Gen. Bret
Daugherty, Washington National Guard Commander. “He was a Green Beret
who sacrificed time away from his loved ones to train for and carry out these
dangerous missions. This is a tough loss for our organization, and a harsh reminder
that ensuring freedom is not free. We stand with Staff Sergeant McClintock’s family,
and will provide ongoing support during the grieving and healing process.”
Last year, 27 coalition troops died in Afghanistan, including 22 Americans. That
was the lowest casualty total for U.S. and coalition forces in the country since 2002.
The U.S. has about 9,800 troops and plans to reduce that number to about 5,000 by
the end of the year, as the mission has shifted from conducting combat operations
to primarily training, advising and assisting Afghan security forces.

The action in Marja came at a time when Afghan forces were seeking to reopen the
road between Marja and the provincial capital of Lashkar Gah to the northeast in
Helmand. Heavy fighting to the north in the Sangin district, which was a frequent
battleground for Marines, had threatened the fall of Lashkar Gah, once the
headquarters for British operations in the region.

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
VFW MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
~ 3rd THURSDAY of each MONTH at 6PM! ~

LAC EndorsES Naming Submarine USS Los Alamos:
FROM: www.ladailypost.com/content/council-unanimously-approves-resolution-endorsing-namingus-naval-submarine-uss-los-alamos

The Los Alamos County Council voted 7-0 Tuesday evening to approve a resolution
endorsing the naming of a US Naval submarine as the USS Los Alamos. Los
Alamos resident James Nesmith recently approached Los Alamos County to inquire
about a resolution of support for naming a future nuclear powered submarine the
USS Los Alamos. Councilor David Izraelevitz and County Manager Harry Burgess
have discussed this possibility with Nesmith and Izraelevitz carried the initiative
forward Tuesday evening.
Nesmith provided a brief presentation and
additional background about his request
during the Council meeting. Initiating the
naming process in 2015 for the USS Los
Alamos is timely, he said. Such requests can
take several years to fulfill because of the
approval process and length of time needed
for production of a nuclear submarine. The
request is more likely to be successful if
there is support demonstrated at the local, state and national level, he said, adding
that the local county council passing the resolution would be the first step in the
process.

In discussing the language of the resolution that went before Council for
consideration, the text emphasizes several points justifying the request:
•
•
•

ARMY Values:
Loyalty
Duty
Respect
Selfless Service
Honor
Integrity
Personal Courage

NAVY Core Values:
Honor
Courage
Commitment

MARINE Corps Values:
Honor
Courage
Commitment

COAST GUARD Values:
Honor
Respect
Devotion to Duty

AIR FORCE Values:
Integrity First
Service Before Self
Excellence In All We Do

role that Los Alamos fulfilled during the Manhattan Project in World War II;
the long history that Los Alamos has with nuclear energy and partnering
with the U.S. Navy on projects; and
the timeliness of the request given that the new Manhattan Project National
Historical Park was approved and opened this fall.

In addition, with the process initiated with the passing of a resolution Tuesday,
Nesmith said the approval by the U.S. Secretary of the Navy could possibly be
granted in time for it to be announced as part of Los Alamos National Laboratory’s
75th anniversary in 2018 - a fitting tribute to the men and women of Los Alamos
and Northern New Mexico who served on the Manhattan Project during World
War II, and in recognition of their continued work at LANL today.

“It’s an honor and a pleasure to be heading up this effort to have a nuclear submarine
named after our fair community. And a great part of that pleasure comes from working
with my fellow committee members who bring exceptional backgrounds to bear on
our effort,” Nesmith said. He recognized his committee members Brian D’Andrea,
a graduate of Annapolis class of 1984, with 30 years of broad-based technical and
managerial experience, both in and out of the Navy where he was also a navigator;
Sieg Shalles, 26.5 years in the U.S. Navy, former Commander of the USS Archerfish,
a Sturgeon class attack submarine and former commander of the USS Alabama
Gold, an Ohio-class ballistic missile submarine; Jon Ventura, Lead laboratory staff
for interactions with United States Service Academies, particularly Annapolis;
and Alan Carr, LANL Historian.
~ Story Continued On Next Page ~

NEWSLETTER:
If you are not currently receiving this
newsletter and would like to be added
to the e-mail distribution, please
contact Jason Lott at woubuft@gmail.
com. Additionally, if you would like
to submit an article or photo, please
contact Jason at this e-mail address.

SHOW SUPPORT BY:
Flying Your Flag:
Support our
defenders by flying the U.S. Flag,
especially on all patriotic holidays.

Voting: Your vote makes a difference!
Exercise the freedoms our veterans
have fought for throughout history.

Volunteering: Pay a visit to a lonely
or ailing veteran in your community to
let them know they are not forgotten.

Reaching Out: Write a letter to a
service member stationed overseas
or help out a military family in your
community.

Educating America’s Youth: Help
educate America’s youth on the
importance of our American history
and patriotism.

Getting Involved: Remind others
why we must protect and honor
fellow veterans.
Speaking Out:
America’s young
people need to understand what
service to our country means.

Writing: Send a letter to your local
newspaper to remind your fellow
citizens that freedom is not free.
Lobbying: Learn about key battles
veterans are facing and make your
opinion heard on Capitol Hill.

Supporting Our Troops: Get involved
with VFW Post sponsored programs
such as Homecoming Events, parades,
service programs, fund raisers and
visits to hospitalized veterans.
Hiring a Fellow Veteran: Veterans
looking to hire an employee can give
a fellow hero a job.

~ Story Continuation From Previous Page ~
“The name Los Alamos is iconic in the history of the United States. No other
community of its size has had and continues to have such a dramatic impact on
national security and global stability as Los Alamos,” Nesmith said. “Much of that
effort has been in partnership with the U.S. Navy and a surprising number of residents
of Los Alamos are former Navy.” Nesmith said it is entirely appropriate to have a
nuclear powered submarine named the USS Los Alamos, a fitting tribute to the men
and women of Los Alamos who have served in the nation’s interest since 1943 and
to the contributions they have made that makes the world a safer place. And it is the
men and women of Los Alamos and surrounding communities who are the driving
force and intellectual fuel for all of these accomplishments, he said.
“Los Alamos is where the first nuclear weapons were designed that ended the
deadliest war in history,” Nesmith said. “It was at Los Alamos that the knowledge and
understanding of nuclear energy was developed that provided the scientific basis that
led to the development of the U.S. Navy’s nuclear propulsion systems used throughout
our fleet today.” Los Alamos is where the nuclear deterrent that helped end the cold
war was designed, tested and certified, he said. It is Los Alamos where the nation’s
nuclear stockpile is annually certified for reliability, including the entire sea-based
deterrent aboard U.S. Navy submarines.

“We have been sent around the world to address scientific and security issues of
national and international significance, such as providing inspectors for weapons
of mass destruction in countries around the world … contributions in nearly every
field of science too numerous to describe,” Nesmith said. “The resolution you consider
tonight is the cornerstone of this effort. It is the most obvious manifestation of our
community’s solid support for a USS Los Alamos. From it will come similar expressions
from the State legislature, the Governor and our Congressional Delegation. When the
Secretary of the Navy receives the formal request for a USS Los Alamos from our
Congressional delegation, your resolution will be on the very top of all supporting
documents.”
Nesmith also told council that everyone he and his committee talk to in the
community, whether former military or not, “is thrilled with the prospect of a ship
being named after Los Alamos”. He added that it’s not just residents of Los Alamos
but also three four-star admirals and two three-star admirals who he believes will
be supporting the effort.

JOINING THE

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
VFW HISTORY:
The VFW traces its roots back to 1899 when veterans of the Spanish-American War (1898) and the Philippine Insurrection
(1899-1902) founded local organizations to secure rights and benefits for their service: Many arrived home wounded or
sick. There was no medical care or veterans’ pension for them,and they were left to care for themselves.

In their misery, some of these veterans banded together and formed organizations with what would become known as
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. After chapters were formed in Ohio, Colorado and Pennsylvania, the
movement quickly gained momentum. By 1915, membership grew to 5,000; by 1936, membership was almost 200,000.
Since then, the VFW’s voice had been instrumental in establishing the Veterans Administration, creating a GI Bill for the
20th century, the development of the national cemetery system and the fight for compensation for Vietnam vets exposed
to Agent Orange and for veterans diagnosed with Gulf War Syndrome. In 2008, VFW won a long-fought victory with the
passing of a GI Bill for the 21st Century, giving expanded educational benefits to America’s active-duty service members,
and members of the Guard and Reserves, fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Annually, the nearly 1.9 million members of the VFW and its Auxiliaries contribute more than 8.6 million hours of
volunteerism in the community, including participation in Make A Difference Day and National Volunteer Week.

VFW MEMBERSHIP:

If you are a U.S. Citizen who has served honorably in the Armed Forces and has served in an overseas conflict, you are
eligible to become a member of the VFW. If you have received a campaign medal for overseas service; have served 30
consecutive or 60 non-consecutive days in Korea; or have ever received hostile fire or imminent danger pay, then you’re
also eligible to join our ranks. You can join us even if you are still serving in the military. The VFW counts over 75,000 activeduty, Reserve and National Guard service members among our elite membership.

APPLICATIONS:

Please submit a copy of your eligibility documentation (DD-214, awards, etc.) and at least your first month’s dues to the
John D. Gamble VFW Post in Los Alamos, or you may apply on line at: www.vfw.org/oms/NewMember.aspx. An application is
at the bottom of this page.

DUES: 							

Options for VFW dues include paying annually ($35), a one time			
Life Membership (adjacent chart), or an installment plan for a 			
Life Membership. Several payment plans are available, including		
12 month and 24 month installment plans. 			
			
									
									

Age

18-30
31-40
41-50
51-60
61-70
71-80
81+

One Payment 12 Month

$425.00
$410.00
$375.00
$335.00
$290.00
$225.00
$170.00

$40.39
$39.02
$35.84
$32.20
$28.11
$22.20
$17.20

24 Month

$20.23
$19.58
$18.05
$16.32
$14.36
$11.53
$ 9.14

JOINING THE

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
AUXILIARY
VFW AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP:
Eligibility for the VFW Auxiliary is spouses, widowers, parents, grandparents, children, grand-children, siblings, and halfsiblings of those who were or are eligible for membership in the VFW.

APPLICATIONS:

Please submit a copy of your eligibility documentation and at least your first month’s dues at the John D. Gamble VFW Post
in Los Alamos, or you may apply on line at: http://www.vfwauxiliary.org/membership-application-form/

HOW TO REQUEST A DD FORM 214:

Military personnel records can be used for proving military service, or as a valuable tool in genealogical research, as well
as establishing your eligibility for membership with the Veteran of Foreign War’s auxiliaries. Most veterans and their nextof-kin can obtain free copies of their DD Form 214 (Report of Separation) and other military and medical records several
ways:
Request Military Service Records Online, by Mail, or by Fax:

http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/

Note: Response time for records requested from the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) varies and is
dependent upon the complexity of your request, the availability of records and their workload. Please do not send
a follow-up request before 90 days have elapsed, as it may cause further delays. While the NPRC works actively to
respond to each request in a timely fashion, the Center receives approximately 4,000-5,000 requests per day. They
are responding to requests for separation documents within 10 days about 92% of the time. However, requests that
involve reconstruction efforts due to the 1973 Fire, or older records which require extensive search efforts, may take
6 months or more to complete.

DUES: 							

Options for the Auxiliary of the VFW dues include paying annually ($35),
a one time Life Membership (adjacent chart), or an installment plan for a
Life Membership. Several payment plans are available, including		
12-month and 24-month installment plans. 			
			
									
									

Age

18-30
31-40
41-50
51-60
61-70
71-80
81+

One Payment 12 Month

$425.00
$410.00
$375.00
$335.00
$290.00
$225.00
$170.00

$40.39
$39.02
$35.84
$32.20
$28.11
$22.20
$17.20

24 Month

$20.23
$19.58
$18.05
$16.32
$14.36
$11.53
$ 9.14

