
POST CALENDAR:

SUNs  World Tavern Poker 3:00PM
MONs Pool League 9-Ball   6:30PM
TUEs Pool League 8-Ball 6:30PM
WEDs  World Tavern Poker 7:00PM
Daily    Free Pool All Day
2nd MONs VFW Aux Meetings 5:30PM
3rd THUs   VFW Member Meetings 6:00PM

MARCH
Asiatic Fleet Memorial Day MAR 1
Navy Reserves B-Day MAR 3
UFC 196 Fight - 7PM MAR 5
Seabee Birthday MAR 5
Daylight Saving Time begins MAR 13
VFW Auxiliary Meeting - 5:30PM MAR 14
VFW Meeting - 6PM MAR 17
St. Patrick’s Day MAR 17
Bataan Memorial March MAR 17-19
National Day of Honor MAR 19
Easter Sunday MAR 27
Santa Fe Veterans Center in LA MAR 30
Welcome Home Vietnam Vets Day  MAR 30

APRIL
Month of the Military Child

Gold Star Wives Day APR 5
VFW Auxiliary Meeting - 5:30PM APR 11
Santa Fe Veterans Center in LA APR 13
Air Force Reserve Birthday APR 14
District 6 Meeting - Los Alamos APR 16
VFW Meeting - 6PM APR 21
Army Reserves Birthday APR 23

March 2016

COMMANDER’S THINK TANK:
Comrades,

I hope that you all doing well—enjoying this nice spring weather that we have had 
this past month. Our post continues to move forward still offering a great place 
for members and their guests to meet, talk and enjoy each other’s company. The 
post has been busy this past month hosting several events that were well-attended. 
First, we want to thank the VFW Auxiliary for a successful enchilada dinner 
with proceeds going to a great cause. We also hosted the UFC 196 fight in March. 
Unfortunately, we witnessed Holly Holm lose her title to Miesha Tate. The Nate Diaz 
and Conor McGregor fight was also very entertaining with Diaz upsetting McGregor. 
We do plan to have the UFC 197 which will feature the rematch between Daniel 
Cormier and Jon Jones.  Jones fights out of Albuquerque, so it should be fun.

I also want to report that we have had great discussions during our regular 
membership meetings and our members continue to be involved with both veteran 
affairs and with our community.  For example, one of our members, Jim Nesmith 
has been leading the charge to name a US Naval Submarine “USS Los Alamos”. 
Resolutions were unanimously passed by the LA County Council,  State Senate and 
House of Representatives. So we want to acknowledge and thank Jim for everything 
that he is doing—Great Job!

Further, this month we were visited by a representative of the National Museum 
of Nuclear Science and History in Albuquerque. They are gearing up to restore the 
exterior of the largest part of their collection: a B-52B bomber used for atomic 
bomb testing in the 1950-60s. During the meeting, we made a pledge for a monetary 
contribution to help with this effort. We encourage everyone to visit the museum 
in Albuquerque and witness all the great things that this organization has done to 
showcase the contributions that have been made by so many people in this country 
and especially those from Los Alamos (veterans and scientists).

Moreover, nominations of officers were held this past month with elections 
scheduled for April. We encourage all regular members who want to be part of this 
process to attend. Also, a reminder that our post will be hosting the District meeting 
the third weekend of April. So it will be a busy month for all of us. And with that, I 
will close my comments for this month. Please let us know where we can help and I 
wish everyone and their families the best. And as always, if you have not visited us 
in a while, we encourage everyone to stop by our post and say hello.

Roger Anaya, Commander

www.vfw8874.org

“The soldier is the Army.  No army is better than its soldiers.  
The Soldier is also a citizen. In fact, the highest obligation and 

privilege of citizenship is that of bearing arms for one’s country” 

~ General George S. Patton Jr. ~

VFW MISSION:
The Veterans of Foreign Wars is an organization of war veterans committed to 
ensuring rights,  remembering sacrifices,  promoting patriotism,  performing 
community services and advocating for a strong national defense.

1st Lieutenant John D. Gamble



VFW POST OFFICERS:
Commander:   Roger Anaya
          Phone: (505) 672-0314
          E-mail:     rogelioanaya@q.com

Sr. Vice Cdr: Beverley Simpson
          Phone: (505) 412-1607
         E-mail: bakindell@hotmail.com

Jr. Vice Cdr: Art Brown
          Phone: (505) 239-6901
         E-mail: adsabrown@yahoo.com

Quartermaster: Eluterio “Eli” Garcia
          Phone: (505) 662-4453
          E-mail: eli8874@qwestoffice.net

Chaplain:  Fr. John Carney
         Phone: (505) 662-6193
 E-mail: Jfcarney46@aol.com

Judge Advocate:  Paul Elkins
         Phone: (505) 662-4634
         E-mail:                 PSElks@gmail.com

Post Surgeon: Jason Lott
          Phone: (505) 231-2640
         E-mail: woubuft@gmail.com 

Service Officer:  Art Brown
         Phone: (505) 239-6901
         E-mail: adsabrown@yahoo.com

Adjutant: Eluterio “Eli” Garcia
          Phone: (505) 662-4453
          E-mail: eli8874@qwestoffice.net

Historian: Paul Elkins
        Phone: (505) 662-4634
         E-mail: PSElks@gmail.com

1st Yr Trustee:   Nick Mezins
         Phone: (505) 662-4946
         E-mail:   nickm@nets.com 
 

2nd Yr Trustee:  Paul Elkins
         Phone: (505) 662-4634
         E-mail:                  PSElks@gmail.com
 

3rd Yr Trustee:   Joe Archuleta
         Phone: (505) 690-4482

Newsletter Edr. Jason Lott

House Cmte:   Eluterio “Eli” Garcia
  Jason Lott
  Roger Anaya
  Beverley Simpson

Membership Chair:  Eli Garcia

Patriot’s Pen Chair:  Need Chair

Voice of Democracy Chair:  Need Chair

Teacher of the Year Chair:  Art Brown

Scout of the Year Chair:  Jason Lott

LOOKING FOR YOU!!!
~ IF YOU HAVEN’T BEEN BY IN WHILE ~

~ PLEASE STOP BY! ~ 

~ WE ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO VISIT EACH WEEK ~

CAMp O’DONNEl IN BATAAN:
EXCERPT FROM:  A World War II Memoir by Joe Bergstein (Los Alamos Resident)

This excerpt is from a memoir authored by Joe Bergstein describing his military career, 
specifically his experiences in Bataan during WWII and as a POW of the Japanese 
military. This excerpt occurred during his third week during the Bataan Death March.

Camp O’Donnel had been a Philippine Army mobilization camp. We were directed 
toward a row of nipa-roofed bamboo-framed barracks and I made my home in the 
first one that had a space large enough for me, about twenty inches wide.  The floor 
was dirt and we slept on raised bamboo bays with absolutely nothing between 
our bony bodies and split bamboo strips with knobby joints every foot or so. We 
were fed watery rice twice a day. My mess kit was stolen the first night and I had to 
improvise one in a hurry if I was to be fed. I found a piece of corrugated tin roofing 
about a foot square, pounded it flat, and bent up the sides to make a dish. That 
served me for the few days until I was able to appropriate a dead man’s mess kit, 
which I cleaned and thoroughly disinfected, and kept throughout the war.

One faucet in the middle of an open area provided drinking water for the American 
camp.  The Filipino prisoners were kept apart from us.  The water tap ran feebly and 
sporadically.  There was always a long line of people waiting to fill their canteens, a 
wait that could last 8 or 10 hours.  So it made sense to fill a lot of canteens and each 
man in line carried 10 to 15 strung on a pair of bamboo rods.  I always announced 
that I was going for water and offered to fill canteens for the sick guys, and had a lot 
of feeble takers. When I returned hours later, those sick guys fairly dove off the bays 
to grab their canteens.

On the first day there, I met five men from my old unit. While we were talking, 
another walked up. We were the first he had seen from the company. He was so 
glad to see us that he shared his last seven cigarettes with us. I don’t know why in 
the world I accepted one (I didn’t smoke), but I did. At about the time he realized 
he might never get another cigarette in his life, he noticed me puffing on mine, and 
snarled “You son of a bitch, you’re not even inhaling that damn cigarette!” There I was 
swallowing smoke as fast as I could to prove I was, but I just didn’t know how.  I can 
believe President Clinton’s claim that he didn’t inhale when he smoked a marijuana 
cigarette as a young man.

Americans were dying at the rate of 25 to 50 a day by the time I arrived at O’Donnel, 
so I was put to work almost immediately on burial details. We carried them on 
bamboo-framed window slats to the burial ground.  The bodies were always naked, 
filthy skin stretched over bones. Flies covered their facial openings. We pulled 
weeds to cover their faces and genitals before we picked them up. If there were 
no more than 35, we put them into one large hole. For more than 35 we had to dig 
two holes. Officers had to have individual holes. I really resented that. The ground 
was very hard and dry, and digging in that hot sun was exhausting. There were no 
trees, so we crawled into high grass for what little shade that provided.  Sometimes, 
when the evening prisoner count (tenko) in camp came up short, we found bodies 
of members of that day’s burial detail who had crawled into the tall grass for a little 
shade and died there.  Two of us dropped the bodies into the graves, one holding 
the arms and the other the legs. Sometimes an arm would remain upright, and I 
had to sit on the edge of the hole and force it down with my foot.  Sometimes it 
came right back up.  Before we covered them, a chaplain would recite a prayer that 
finished with the words “for we must surely follow.” And I always thought “Not like 
that, I ain’t.”



AUXILIARY of the VFW:
President:   Nancy Dean         
 Phone: (505) 665-3819
         E-mail: nld@lanl.gov

Sr. Vice Pres: Maria Valenzuela  
        Phone: (505) 672-9335 
         E-mail:     valenzuelam3@live.com 

Jr. Vice Pres:  Kathy Steck
         Phone:                      
 E-mail: SteckKathy@yahoo.com

Secretary: Cathy Crane
         Phone: 
         E-mail:    cc1@q.com

Treasurer: Margaret “Tita” Garcia
        Phone: (505) 412-2686
         E-mail: GTita65@yahoo.com

Chaplin:   Annalisa Miranda                 
        Phone:  
        E-mail:    Mirandasoy@aol.com

Conductress: Patti Remelius
        Phone: (505) 490-3169 
        E-mail:     

Guard:  Kathryn Clark    
        Phone: (505) 412-1113 
        E-mail:    KClark1177@hotmail.com

Patriotic Instr.:  Alicia Garcia         
 Phone: (505) 662-4453 
        E-mail:    agluscious@gmail.com

Historian:  Alicia Garcia    

1st Yr Trustee:   Maria Valenzuela 
  

2nd Yr Trustee:  Annalisa Miranda   
 

3rd Yr Trustee:      Kathy Steck   

NOSE ART OF THE MONTH:  B-24 
Liberator Millie’s Daughter, 11th 
Bomb Group 98th Bomb Squadron 7th 
Air Force.

 YOu’RE A GRAND OlD FlAG
   George M. Cohan (1906)

There’s a feeling comes a-stealing,
And it sets my brain a-reeling,

When I’m list’ning to the music of a military band.
Any tune like “Yankee Doodle”
Simply sets me off my noodle,

It’s that patriotic something that no one can understand.
“Way down South, in the land of cotton,”

Melody untiring,
Ain’t that inspiring?

Hurrah! Hurrah! We’ll join the jubilee!
And that’s going some, for the Yankees, by gum!

Red, White and Blue, I am for you!
Honest, you’re a grand old flag!

You’re a grand old flag,
You’re a high flying flag

And forever in peace may you wave.
You’re the emblem of

The land I love.
The home of the free and the brave.

Ev’ry heart beats true
‘neath the Red, White and Blue,

Where there’s never a boast or brag.
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
Keep your eye on the grand old flag.

I’m no cranky hanky panky,
I’m a dead square, honest Yankee,

And I’m mighty proud of that old flag that flies for Uncle Sam.
Though I don’t believe in raving

Ev’ry time I see it waving,
There’s a chill runs up my back that makes me glad I’m what I am.

Here’s a land with a million soldiers,
That’s if we should need ‘em,

We’ll fight for freedom!
Hurrah! Hurrah! For ev’ry Yankee Tar,
And old G.A.R., ev’ry stripe, ev’ry star.
Red, White and Blue, hats off to you!

Honest, you’re a grand old flag!



CANTEEN:
     Mon~Thu      1PM to at least 8PM
     Fri                    1PM to at least 9PM
     Sat    11AM to at least 8PM
     Sun     12PM to at least 7PM

Happy Hour:    4-6PM  MON~FRI
                      

           DAILY ~ FREE POOL 

Smoking Policy:  Post 8874 is smoke 
free, except for the special smoking 
parlor room located in the entrance loft, 
adjacent to the Canteen.  This includes 
a restriction on vapor cigarettes.    

Canteen Manager:  
         Ashley D’Anna
 Phone: (505) 670-7713
  (505) 670-1853
        E-mail: BarMgr@vfw8874.org

Know Your Bartenders:
      Ashley D’Anna
      Amanda Giovo
 Kendra Cordova
 David Dover 

Pool Tables:  $. 50 per Game
 Free Pool on FRI/SAT

Member’s Pool Table:  
 $2 per person per day

Wireless Internet:  Free
  Ask Bartender for Password

Atomic City Pool League:  
 MONs & TUEs 6:30PM  
     Tony Zukaitis:  (505) 690-3965
 E-mail:   azukaitis@gmail.com

World Tavern Poker:
 Wed (7-9PM) & Suns (3-5PM) 
     Mike Cutler: 
 E-mail:   Bosman.1@netzero.com

Jukebox:  Set Up Your Own Playlist

NEW MExICO lOTTERY:
The Los Alamos 
VFW is now an 
authorized retail 
location for the New 
Mexico Lottery.  In 
addition to Bingo, 
you may play 
Powerball, Mega 

Millions, Hot Lotto Sizzler, Roadrunner Cash, and Pick 
3.  If you purchase these at the VFW, and you win, the 
VFW also wins as the retailer selling the ticket.

VETERANS CAN NOW RIDE FREE ON NCRTD pREMIuM 
FARE-BASED ROuTES
From:  NCRTD News

While riding on 19 of the NCRTD’s bus routes remains fare-free to all, veterans can 
now ride free on the District’s fare-based Mountain Trail route to Ski Santa Fe and 
the weekend Taos Express, which offers express service between Taos, Española 
and Santa Fe, as well as two demand service routes.
 

Upon boarding any of the NCRTD fare-based routes, veterans must present a 
veterans ID photo badge or valid New Mexico driver’s license, with a veteran’s 
designation, and their fare will be waived. 
 

“Veterans have made a great sacrifice to all of us and we want to thank them for 
their service to our country and to the people of the United States,” NCRTD Executive 
Director, Anthony Mortillaro stated. “We are proud to offer this benefit.”
 

The NCRTD joins Rio Metro RTD, operator of the NM Rail Runner Express and the 
City of Santa Fe’s Santa Fe Trails bus transit system in offering this show of gratitude 
to our nation’s vets.

NEW MExICO FINANCIAl ASSISTANCE BENEFITS
Veterans’ Tax Exemption:  Any veteran who served a minimum of 90 days 
consecutive active duty (other than for training), was honorably discharged, and is 
a legal resident of New Mexico qualifies for a $4,000 reduction in the taxable value 
of their real property for county taxation purposes. This benefit is also available to 
non-remarried surviving spouses of a veteran who would have otherwise qualified 
for this benefit.  In lieu of the property tax exemption, this benefit can instead 
be used to obtain a 1/3 discount off a vehicle registration fee when registering a 
vehicle in New Mexico.

Disabled Veteran Tax Exemption:  Any veteran who has been approved for 100% 
service-connected disability compensation benefits by the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) is eligible for a complete property tax waiver on their primary residence.

Exemption from Excise Taxes on Vehicle Purchases:  Any veteran who has 
suffered the loss, or complete loss of use of one or more limbs due to their service 
in the military shall be exempted from excise taxes when purchasing a new vehicle.



MEMBERSHIP:
     VFW 143 (133 Life)
 VFW Auxiliary 81 (56 Life)
      

NEW MEMBERS:
   VFW:  Joseph Brophy
 Aux:  Greg Gachupin
    Aux:  Randy Aderhold
 Aux:  Louis Rosocha
 Aux:  Martin Fox
 Aux:  Bob Simpson
 Aux:  Daniel Carey

RECRUITING:
A healthy organization continues 
to grow and recruit new members, 
which brings in new ideas and energy.  
By actively engaging new members, 
we ensure the future of our honored 
organization, strengthen our cause, 
and better perform our mission.  
Each of us should be reaching out to 
fellow veterans to encourage their 
membership and have a goal of 
recruiting at least one new member 
per year.  If you are aware of someone 
who may be interested, please contact 
one of the post officers.  

uFC 196:  MARCH 5
DOS ANjOS VS MCGREGOR

HOllY HOlM VS MIESHA TATE

The Post will be hosting the UFC 196 
fights on Saturday, March 5.

Rafael Dos Anjos will be taking on Conor 
McGregor for the lightweight title. But 
the most exciting fight for all of New 
Mexico will be Holly Holm defending 
her title against Miesha Tate. 

Holly Holm became the first woman to 
ever defeat Ronda Rousey when she 
KO’d Rousey at UFC 193 and took the 
bantamweight belt. Holm defends her 
title for the first time when she faces 
Miesha Tate at UFC 196 on March 5.

Fights begin at 7PM.  There will be a $10 
cover charge.  Come on out to Post for a 
great time!

lEGISlATuRE pASSES VETERANS TuITION ASSISTANCE 
GuARANTEE ACT:
FROM:    www.ladailypost.com/content/legislature-passes-veterans-tuition-assistance-guarantee-act

SANTA FE ― Tuesday Feb. 16, the New Mexico Legislature passed the Veterans 
Assistance Guarantee Act with unanimous support.
 

The Veterans Tuition Assistance Guarantee changes the language of the definition 
of “veteran” in state statute to ensure that veterans are not denied tuition assistance 
in New Mexico. House Bill 17 strikes “New Mexico resident” and “citizen” from the 
definition of “veteran” and inserts “person” in NMSA 1978 9-22-3.
 

“I am honored to have the opportunity to ensure that we keep our promise to our 
Veterans,” said Representative Stephanie Garcia Richard (D-Los Alamos). “Now, 
our statutes will no longer exclude veterans from receiving the tuition assistance 
benefit they have earned simply because they may not be a New Mexico resident or a 
citizen. Not one man or woman who has proudly raised their right hand and sworn to 
defend our country from all enemies – foreign or domestic – should ever be denied the 
benefits they have earned. This sends a loud message to all veterans that New Mexico 
will always honor their service.” 
 

The Veterans Tuition Assistance Guarantee Act passed both chambers with 
unanimous bipartisan support. House Bill 17 passed the House of Representatives 
with a 58-0 vote on Feb. 5. Monday Feb. 15, The Veterans Tuition Assistance 
Guarantee Act passed the Senate with a 39-0 vote, and Tuesday the House voted 
unanimously to concur with the Senate change that removed “citizen” from the 
definition of “veteran”. The Veterans Assistance Guarantee Act now heads to the 
Governor’s desk.



VETERAN AFFAIRS:
Benefits Information & Assistance
  (800) 827-1000

Health Care (877) 222-8387
Edu/Training  (888) 442-4551
VA Life Ins. (800) 669-8477
Office of SGLI (800) 419-1473
CHAM PVA (800) 733-8387
Helpline (Agent Orange/Gulf War)
  (800) 749-8387
Direct Deposit (877) 838-2778
Headstones (800) 697-6947
Device for Deaf (800) 829-4833

VFW’S CODE OF ETHICS:
•  Act in a professional manner at all 

times;
• Promote an environment where 

honesty and open communication 
are valued;

• Resolve differences of opinion in a 
professional and mature manner;

• Respect the confidentiality of 
privileged information;

• Refuse to engage in or tolerate 
any form of discrimination or 
harassment toward members, 
employees, volunteers or other 
officers;

•  Exhibit respect and fairness 
toward all people;

•  Speak highly of the organization 
and its members; and

• Promote VFW and support the 
activities of the organization.

MEDAl OF HONOR ~ SSG FRANKlIN D. MIllER
FROM:  Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_D._Miller

Franklin Douglas “Doug” Miller (January 27, 1945–June 30, 2000) was an American 
and United States Army Special Forces staff sergeant during the Vietnam War 
who was awarded the United States military’s highest decoration—the Medal of 
Honor—for his actions above and beyond the call of duty on January 5, 1970. He 
was also awarded a Silver Star, two Bronze Stars, and six Purple Hearts during his 
six years service in Southeast Asia.

A native of Elizabeth City, N.C., Miller eventually retired 
from the U.S. Army as a Command Sergeant Major 
in 1992 before becoming a benefits counselor for the 
Veterans Administration.

Miller joined the U.S. Army from Albuquerque, New 
Mexico on February 17, 1965. After basic training and 
advanced infantry training, he took the U.S. Army Special 
Forces course at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina. In March 
1966, he deployed with the 1st Cavalry Division to An 
Khe which is located in the Central Highlands of South 
Vietnam. He undertook two years of airborne infantry 
reconnaissance work in Vietnam before he was first 
assigned to an Army Special Forces unit, the 5th Special Forces Group in Vietnam. 
Miller also became a member of the elite and highly-secretive Military Assistance 
Command, Vietnam - Studies and Observations Group (MAC-V SOG).

On January 5, 1970, Staff Sergeant Miller, who was administratively a member of the 
5th Special Forces Group, was leading a joint American-South Vietnam Montangard 
tribesmen (nicknamed “Yards”) long-range reconnaissance patrol operating deep 
within enemy-controlled territory in and from Kontum Province, Vietnam when his 
seven-man team was attacked by a platoon size North Vietnamese reconnaissance 
force in Laos after one of his Montangard team members tripped an enemy booby 
trap wounding five team members. Miller was wounded in the chest, and single-
handedly held off an enemy assault, and arranged for a helicopter extraction of his 
surviving comrades, and again fought off the enemy alone until relief arrived; four 
team members were killed and all were wounded.

For his actions during the battle, in which he was seriously wounded, he was 
presented the Medal of Honor by President Richard M. Nixon at a White House 
ceremony on June 15, 1971. Miller retold the story of that day in Vietnam, along 
with other experiences from his career in the Army Special Forces, in his memoir, 
Reflections of a Warrior: Six Years as a Green Beret in Vietnam. After receiving 
the medal, Miller asked to be returned to his unit in Vietnam. During his years 
(1966-1967, 1968-1972) in Vietnam, he had taken part in many secret operations 
and raids which included going across the borders of Cambodia and Laos. He left 
the Republic Vietnam in November 1972.

Miller retired from the U.S. Army on December 1, 1992 as a Command Sergeant 
Major, and joined the Veterans Administration where he worked as a benefits 
counselor. He died in 2000 at age 55 and was cremated, with his ashes scattered 
in New Mexico. Miller was survived by a son, Joshua; a daughter, Danielle; and a 
brother, Walter, of Palmer, Alaska, who is also a retired Command Sergeant Major 
of the Army Special Forces.  The Franklin D. Miller Trust was established to 
provide material support for his two children.

Range 37, part of Fort Bragg in North Carolina, was rededicated in Miller’s honor 
in 2002.

 SSG Franklin D. Miller    



U.S. Flag:
FROM:  en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_the_United_States

In 1907 Eben Appleton, New York 
stockbroker and grandson of 
Lieutenant Colonel George Armistead 
(the commander of Fort McHenry 
during the 1814 bombardment) lent 
the Star Spangled Banner Flag to 
the Smithsonian Institution, and in 
1912 he converted the loan to a gift. 
Appleton donated the flag with the 
wish that it would always be on view 
to the public.

In 1994, the National Museum of 
American History determined that the 
Star Spangled Banner Flag required 
further conservation treatment to 
remain on public display. In 1998 
teams of museum conservators, 
curators, and other specialists 
helped move the flag from its home 
in the Museum’s Flag Hall into a new 
conservation laboratory. Following 
the reopening of the National Museum 
of American History on November 21, 
2008, the flag is now on display in a 
special exhibition, “The Star-Spangled 
Banner: The Flag That Inspired the 
National Anthem,” where it rests at 
a 10 degree angle in dim light for 
conservation purposes.

pHIlIppINE DEFENSE MEDAl:
FROM:  Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippine_Defense_Medal

The Philippine Defense Medal is a military award of the Republic of the Philippines 
which is awarded to commemorate the initial resistance against Japanese invasion 
between the dates of December 1941 and June 1942. It was first created as ribbon 
in December, 1944, and a full-sized medal was authorized in July, 1945.

The Philippine Defense Medal is presented to any service 
member, of either the Philippine military or an allied armed 
force, which participated in the defense of the Philippine Islands 
between December 8, 1941 and June 15, 1942. Participation 
in any engagement against the enemy in Philippine territory, 
in Philippine waters, or in the air over the Philippines or over 
Philippine waters. An individual will be considered as having 
participated in an engagement if they meet one of the following:

A. Participation in any engagement against the enemy 
in Philippine territory, in Philippine waters, or in the 
air over the Philippines or over Philippine waters. An 
individual will be considered as having participated in an 
engagement if they meet one of the following.

1.  Was a member of the defense garrison of the Bataan 
Peninsula or of the fortified islands at the entrance 
to Manila Bay.

2.  Was a member of and present with a unit actually under enemy fire or air 
attack.

3.  Served on a ship that was under enemy fire or air attack.
4.  Was a crewmember or passenger in an airplane that was under enemy 

aerial or ground fire.
B.  Assigned or stationed in Philippine territory or in Philippine waters for not 

less than 30 days during the period.
C.  Individuals who meet conditions set forth in paragraphs (A) and (B) of this 

section are authorized to wear a bronze service star on the ribbon.

The Philippine Defense Medal was awarded to the United States and Philippine 
Commonwealth troops which defended the Philippines at Bataan and would later 
be captured and forced to endure the Bataan Death March.

Similar Philippine medals include the Philippine Liberation Medal and the 
Philippine Independence Medal. Members of the United States Armed Forces 
entitled to the Philippine Defense Medal were also eligible to receive the Asiatic-
Pacific Campaign Medal with a bronze “battle star” for participation in the defense 
of the Philippines.



CONTACTS:
 

VFW/Canteen Phone:  
 (505) 662-3506
 VFW8874@qwestoffice.net

NM Veterans’ Service Officer:  
 Jeff George
      (505) 346-4810
     jeff.george@state.nm.us

NM VFW Service Officer (NVS):
 Cynthia Archuleta
 (505) 346-4881
 cynthia.archuleta@va.gov

VFW Tactical Assessment Center:
 24-hour help line for questions
 & concerns w/VA entitlements
 (800) VFW-1899

Santa Fe Veterans Counseling Center
 Phil Chavez
 (505) 988-6562 
 phillip.chavez2@va.gov

Disabled American Veteran (DAV) 
Service:  Provides free rides to 
veterans Tuesday thru Thursday to 
and from the Albuquerque Veterans 
Administration Hospital.  

For assistance call:

     Merejildo Ortega        
 (505) 351-4405

     Bernardo Jaramillo   
 (505) 753-5594
        (505) 927-3529

     Hospital Service Coordinator
 (800) 465-8262 x2821

GOVERNOR MARTINEz SIGNS lEGISlATION 
SuppORTING MIlITARY SERVICE MEMBERS & VETERANS:
From:   www.dvs.state.nm.us/feb26_VetBills.html

Governor Susana Martinez signed five veteran-related bills into law on February 
26 which she said are designed to better support New Mexico’s military personnel, 
veterans, their families, and veteran-owned businesses.

“I’m proud to sign these bills into law today because they will help us to continue doing 
all we can to support those who’ve served our state and country in the military,” said 
the Governor before a capacity crowd at the special ceremony hosted by American 
Legion Post 49 in Albuquerque. “These bills will help make New Mexico an even better 
place for veterans to live, work, raise a family, start a business, or get an education.”

Senate Bill 153, sponsored by Senator Craig Brandt (R-Rio Rancho), directs the 
Higher Education Department (HED) to work with New Mexico’s colleges and 
universities to apply skills and knowledge gained from military service to academic 
and career training credit. This legislation will provide a more unified approach 
from New Mexico’s colleges and universities to granting college credit for skills and 
training from military service.

House Bill 93, sponsored by Representative Bob Wooley (R-Roswell), simplifies 
New Mexico’s law regarding preferential contracting for veteran-owned small 
businesses. This legislation will improve access for New Mexico’s veteran-owned 
small businesses to state contracts and purchasing.

House Bill 185, sponsored by Representative David Adkins (R-Albuquerque), 
provides for money voluntarily donated by taxpayers to be directed to New Mexico’s 
Veterans State Cemetery Fund. This will build on the $600,000 in initial funding 
secured by Governor Martinez in 2014 to build state veterans cemeteries in Fort 
Stanton, Angel Fire, Gallup, and Carlsbad to serve more veterans and their families 
who live in rural areas throughout the state.

House Bill 17, sponsored by Representatives Stephanie Garcia Richard (D-Los 
Alamos) and Jeff Steinborn (D-Las Cruces), clarifies New Mexico law to be more 
consistent in defining “veteran” to ensure that more of those New Mexicans who 
have served our country in uniform are able to access the benefits they have earned 
through their service, such as tuition assistance.

House Bill 156, sponsored by Representative John Zimmerman (R-Las Cruces), 
establishes new awards to better recognize the accomplishments of those who have 
served in the New Mexico National Guard or State Defense Force. These awards 
include: the State Defense Force Cold War Medal, the Outstanding Enlisted Leader 
of the Year Ribbon, the Counter-Drug Service Ribbon, and the Physical Fitness 
Ribbon.  Together, these new awards offer those who serve more opportunities to 
be recognized for achievements in the line of duty or in their communities.

Each of these bills passed both houses of the New Mexico Legislature with broad 
bipartisan support.



REPRESENTATION:

President Barack Obama
 Website:     www.whitehouse.gov
 Phone:        (202) 456-1111
 Address:    The White House
  1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
  Washington, DC 20500

Senator Tom Udall
          Website:  www.tomudall.senate.gov
          Phone:    (202) 224-6621
          Address:  110 Hart Senate Off. Bldg
             Washington DC, 20510

Senator Martin Heinrich
          Phone:     (202) 224-5521
          Address:   B40D Dirksen Senate Office Bld
             Washington, DC 20510

Rep. Ben Ray Luján
          Website:   www.lujan.house.gov
          Phone:     (202) 225-6190
          Address:   330 Cannon HOB
              Washington, D.C. 20515

Governor Susana Martinez
          Phone:      (505) 476-2200
          Address:   490 Old Santa Fe Trail, Rm400
               Santa Fe, NM 87501

Sen. Richard C. Martinez
          Phone:      (505) 929-0125
          E-mail:       richard.martinez@nmlegis.gov
          Address:   Box 762 
              Espanola, NM 87532  

NM Rep. Stephanie G. Richard
          Phone:     (505) 500-4343
          E-mail:      stephanie.garciarichard@nmlegis.gov
          Address:  P.O. Box 4657 
                              Los Alamos, NM 87544

Los Alamos County Council           
          Phone:     (505) 663-1750
          E-mail:      countycouncil@lacnm.us
          Address:  1000 Central  Ave., Suite 350
                               Los Alamos, NM  87544

THE B-17 MIRAClE:
FROM:  Internet E-mail Story (unconfirmed)

In 1943 a mid-air collision on February 1, 1943, between a B-17 and a German 
fighter over the Tunis dock area, became the subject of one of the most famous 
photographs of WWII.  An enemy fighter attacking a 97th Bomb Group formation 
went out of control, probably with a wounded pilot, then continued its crashing 
descent into the rear of the fuselage of a Flying Fortress named All  American 
piloted  by Lt. Kendrick R. Bragg, of the 414th Bomb Squadron.
 

When it struck, the fighter broke apart, but left some pieces in the B-17.  The left 
horizontal stabilizer of the Fortress and left elevator were  completely torn away.  
The two right engines were out and one on the left had a serious oil pump leak.  The 
vertical fin and the rudder had been damaged, the fuselage had been cut almost 
completely  through, connected only at two small parts of the frame, and the radios, 
electrical and oxygen systems were damaged.  There was also a hole in the top that 
was over 16-feet long and 4-feet wide at its widest; the  split in the fuselage went all 
the way to the top gunner’s turret.

Photograph of tail section of All American

Although the tail actually bounced and swayed in the wind and twisted when the 
plane turned; and all the control cables were severed, except one single elevator 
cable still worked; and the aircraft miraculously still flew!  The tail gunner was 
trapped because there was no floor connecting the tail to the rest of the plane.  The  
waist and tail gunners used parts of the German fighter and their own parachute 
harnesses in an attempt to keep the tail from ripping off and the two sides of the 
fuselage from splitting apart.
 

While the crew was trying to keep the bomber from coming apart, the pilot 
continued his bomb run and released his bombs over the target.  When the bomb 
bay doors were opened, the wind turbulence was so great that it blew one of the 
waist gunners into the broken tail section.  It took several minutes and four crew 
members to pass him ropes from parachutes and haul him back into the forward 
part of the plane.  When they tried to do the same for the tail gunner, the tail began 
flapping so hard that it began to break off.  The weight of the gunner was adding 
some stability to the tail section, so he went back to his position.

The turn back toward England had to be very slow to keep the tail from twisting off.  
They actually covered almost 70 miles to make the turn home.  The  bomber was so 
badly damaged that it was losing altitude and speed and was soon alone in the sky.
For a brief time, two more Me-109 German fighters attacked All American.  Despite 
the extensive damage, all of the machine gunners were able to respond to these 
attacks and soon drove off the fighters.  The two waist gunners stood up with their 
heads sticking out through the hole in the top of the fuselage to aim and fire their 
machine guns.  The tail gunner had to shoot in short bursts because the recoil was 
actually causing the plane to turn.

~ Continued On Next Page ~



VFW MISSION:  
To foster camaraderie among United 
States Veterans of overseas conflicts. 
To serve our veterans, the military, 
and our communities. To advocate on 
behalf of all veterans. 

VFW VISION: 
Ensure that veterans are respected 
for their service, always receive 
their earned entitlements, and are 
recognized for the sacrifices they and 
their loved ones have made on behalf 
of this great country. 

VFW PURPOSE: 
The purpose of this corporation 
are fraternal, patriotic, historical, 
charitable, and educational and are; to 
preserve and strengthen comradeship 
among its members; to assist their 
widows and orphans; to maintain 
true allegiance to the Government of 
the United States, and fidelity to its 
Constitution and laws; to foster true 
patriotism; to maintain and extend 
the institutions of American freedom; 
and to preserve and defend the United 
States from all enemies.

VFW CORE VALUES:
• Always put the interests of our 

members first  
• Treat donors as partners in our 

cause 
• Promote patriotism
• Honor military service
• Ensure the care of veterans and 

their families 
• Serve our communities
• Promote a positive image of the 

VFW
• Respect the diversity of veteran 

opinions 

VFW PRIORITIES: 

• VA Health Care
• Suicides & Homelessness
• VA Benefits & Compensation
• Seamless Transition
• Military Quality of Life
• Education & Employment
• Defense & Homeland Security
• POW/MIA

~ Continuation From Previous Page ~

Allied P-51 fighters intercepted All American as it crossed over the Channel and 
took one of the pictures shown.  They also radioed to the base describing that the 
appendage was waving like a fish tail; and that the plane would not make it and to 
send out boats to rescue the crew when they bailed out.  The fighters stayed with 
the Fortress, taking hand signals from Lt. Bragg and relaying them to the base.  Lt. 
Bragg signaled that 5 parachutes and the spare had been “used” so five of the crew 
could not bail out.  He made the decision that if they could not bail out safely, then 
he would stay with the plane to land it.

Two and a half hours after being hit, the aircraft made its final turn to line up with 
the runway while it was still over 40 miles away.  It descended into an emergency 
landing and a normal roll-out on its landing gear.  When the ambulance pulled 
alongside, it was waved off because not a single member of the crew had been 
injured.  No one could believe that the aircraft still flew in such a condition.  The  
Fortress sat placidly until the crew all exited through the door in the fuselage and 
the tail gunner had climbed down a ladder, at which time the entire rear section of 
the aircraft collapsed.

AMERICAN SHIpS ABROAD:
FROM:  The American Patriot’s Almanac

On March 28, 1800, the frigate USS Essex became the first American warship to 
round Africa’s Cape of Good Hope as it sailed on a mission to escort merchant ships 
returning from the Dutch East Indies.  Since the early days of the republic, American 
vessels have been venturing across the seven seas.

• In 1819 the SS Savannah made the first transatlantic crossing by a steam-
powered ship.  Rigged with sails, the Savannah used an auxiliary steam engine 
to turn paddle wheels part of the way.  As it approached the Irish coast, with 
smoke billowing from its stack, a rescue ship rushed out to meet it, assuming 
it was on fire.

• Between 1826 and 1830 the sloop-of-war USS Vincennes became the first 
American warship to circumnavigate the globe, leaving New York City and 
traveling west by way of Cape Horn and the Cape of Good Hope.

• In 1957 the Coast Guard cutters, Spar, Storis, and Bramble became the first 
American ships to circumnavigate the North American continent, traveling 
through the elusive Northwest Passage along the way.

• In 1958 the submarine USS Nautilus became the first vessel to cross the North 
Pole.  As it sailed beneath the Arctic icepack, it broadcast the famous message 
“Nautilus 90 North.”

• In 1960 the USS Triton became the first submarine to make a submerged 
circumnavigation of the globe, traveling 41,500 miles in 84 days.  The Triton 
carried a plaque bearing an image reminiscent of Ferdinand Magellan’s vessel 
and the motto Ave nobilis dux, iterum factum est (“Hail noble captain, it is done 
again”). 



VFW MEMBER’S 
OBLIGATION:
In the presence of Almighty God - 
and the members of this order here 
assembled - I (Your Name), do of my 
own free will and accord, solemnly 
promise and declare that:

• I will bear true allegiance - to the 
Constitution of the United States 
of America - and I will always be 
loyal thereto.

• I do further solemnly promise and 
declare - that I will comply with 
the Congressional Charter - By-
Laws and Ritual of this Order - and 
I will always be loyal thereto - that 
I will never wrong or defraud 
this organization - nor a member 
thereof - nor permit any wrong to 
be done to either - if in my power 
to prevent it.

• I will never propose for 
membership - any person not 
eligible - nor one whom I know to 
be unworthy.

• I will never make known to anyone 
- not authorized to receive it - any 
of the work of this order.

• Should my affiliation - with the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States - cease in any way 
- I will consider this pledge - as 
binding outside of the order - as 
though I had remained a member 
of same.

• All this I promise and pledge - upon 
the honor of a true comrade - and a 
citizen of our great republic.

RADIATION ExpOSuRE COMpENSATION ACT:
Dear friends and colleagues,

First, I am pleased to give you the next two dates that the Santa Fe Veterans Center 
will be in Los Alamos.  They are March 30 and April 13.  As usual, they will be 
located at  Ombuds Located at Suite #114 in Central Park Square in downtown Los 
Alamos.  Contact Phil Chavez at Phillip.chavez2@va.gov for an appointment or call 
him at (505) 988-6562.

Second, from 1977 to 1980, some 8,000 men, mostly Army, were sent to Marshall 
Islands to reclaim the islands from 44 nuclear weapons blasts so that the inhabitants 
could  return to live.  These were young men 18 to 20 years of age for the most part.  
They were not issued any protective gear.  Over 50% of them have died, mostly of 
cancer and other issues that could be attributable to radioactivity.  

Atomic Veterans as defined in the Radiation Exposure Compensation Act,  who 
are eligible to receive compensation and treatment from the VA, are defined as 
those who:

• Participated in an above-ground nuclear test, 1945-1962; or
• Was part of the U.S. military occupation forces in/around Hiroshima/Nagasaki 

before 1946; or
• Was held as a POW in or near Hiroshima or Nagasaki (certain cases) 

This means the VA has no authority to compensate or treat anyone whose exposure 
was after 1962, which is clearly the case with the Marshall Islands workers.  In 
coordination with the Los Alamos American Legion, I would like to create a working 
group to look at this issue.  If you have expertise related in any way to radiation or 
dosimetry, I invite you to join us in looking at ways to address this issue.  This will 
be a non-Lab Los Alamos effort.

Please contact me at jimnesmith@gmail.com or Ken Nadeau at nadeau410@msn.
com if you are interested in working with us.

Jim Nesmith   



ARMY Values:  
 Loyalty
 Duty 
 Respect
 Selfless Service
 Honor
 Integrity
 Personal Courage

NAVY Core Values:  
 Honor
 Courage
 Commitment

MARINE Corps Values:  
 Honor
 Courage
 Commitment

COAST GUARD Values:  
 Honor
 Respect
 Devotion to Duty

AIR FORCE Values:  
 Integrity First
 Service Before Self
 Excellence In All We Do

NEWSLETTER:
If you are not currently receiving this 
newsletter and would like to be added 
to the e-mail distribution, please 
contact Jason Lott at woubuft@gmail.
com.  Additionally, if you would like 
to submit an article or photo, please 
contact Jason at this e-mail address. 

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
VFW MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 

~ 3rd THURSDAY of each MONTH at 6PM! ~ 

VFW IS AGAIN TITlE SpONSOR OF BATAAN MEMORIAl 
DEATH MARCH:
FROM:  www.vfw.org/News-and-Events/Articles/2016-Articles/VFW-Is-Again-Title-Sponsor-of-Bataan-Memorial-Death-March/

KANSAS CITY, Mo. - For the sixth consecutive year, the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the United States (VFW) proudly announced its presenting sponsorship of the 
27th annual Bataan Memorial Death March. The 2016 march, slated to start this 
upcoming weekend, is held at White Sands Missile Range, N.M.

The memorial march is a rigorous 26.2 miles through extremely challenging high 
desert terrain held in honor and remembrance of the heroic American service 
members who defended the Philippine islands during World War II, and who 
sacrificed their freedom, health, and in many cases, their very lives.  Since its 
inception, the march has grown from a few hundred participants to more than 
6,500 service members, veterans and civilians who gather to march or run in the 
most grueling memorial event in the United States.

 “The VFW is extremely proud to be the presenting sponsor and salute the incredible 
sacrifices of all who endured and perished during the Bataan Death March,” said 
Lynn Rolf III, director of VFW Programs. “We must never forget these heroes and tell 
their story. I’ve had the opportunity to walk the same ground in the Philippines and 
now for the third year to run the Memorial Death March and can’t help but to reflect 
on the incredible courage and torture these prisoners went through.”

Every year, dozens of VFW and VFW Auxiliary members line the route to show 
their support for march participants. This year, service members and veterans will 
also have the opportunity to stop by the VFW booth where they can visit with VFW 
members and learn more about the essential assistance and support programs the 
VFW has to offer.  Representing the VFW during this year’s rigorous and demanding 
event will be a five-person #VFWBataan team comprised of several VFW members 
currently on active duty service, including a senior non-commissioned officer from 
Fort Leavenworth, Kanas.

“I am very proud to be captaining a team of five VFW members as we, in a small part, 
endure the physical and emotional challenge to commemorate the Bataan,” said Lynn 
Rolf.

The VFW will keep you up-to-date on the #VFWBataan team’s progress by sharing 
their video check-ins from along the grueling 26.2 mile route on Facebook, but you 
can also search #VFWBataan on Twitter or Facebook to monitor their movement. 

lOS AlAMOS  TEAM COMpETING IN BATAAN 
MEMORIAl DEATH MARCH AT WHITE SANDS:
From:   www.ladailypost.com/content/los-alamos-team-competing-bataan-memorial-death-march-sunday-white-sands

A Los Alamos team sponsored by Bathtub Row Brewing is competing iat 7 a.m., 
Sunday in the Bataan Memorial Death March at White Sands Missile Range.  The 
Los Alamos Bathtub Row Brewing Team is competing in the co-ed category. Team 
members include:  Rian Bahran, Katie Bahran, Tim White, Kendra Van Buren, 
and   Jesson Hutchinson.

The Bataan Memorial Death March is a challenging march through the high desert 
terrain of White Sands Missile Range, conducted in honor of the heroic service 
members who defended the Philippine Islands during World War II, sacrificing 
their freedom, health and, in many cases, their very lives. Since its inception, the 
memorial 26.2 mile march has grown from about 100 to some 6,500 marchers 
from across the United States and several foreign countries. While still primarily a 
military event, many civilians choose to take the challenge. 



SHOW SUPPORT BY:
Flying Your Flag:  Support our 
defenders by flying the U.S. Flag, 
especially on all patriotic holidays.

Voting:  Your vote makes a difference! 
Exercise the freedoms our veterans 
have fought for throughout history.

Volunteering:  Pay a visit to a lonely 
or ailing veteran in your community to 
let them know they are not forgotten.

Reaching Out:  Write a letter to a 
service member stationed overseas 
or help out a military family in your 
community.

Educating America’s Youth:  Help 
educate America’s youth on the 
importance of our American history 
and patriotism.

Getting Involved:  Remind others 
why we must protect and honor 
fellow veterans. 

Speaking Out:  America’s young 
people need to understand what 
service to our country means.  

Writing:  Send a letter to your local 
newspaper to remind your fellow 
citizens that freedom is not free.

Lobbying:  Learn about key battles 
veterans are facing and make your 
opinion heard on Capitol Hill.  

Supporting Our Troops:  Get involved 
with VFW Post sponsored programs 
such as Homecoming Events, parades, 
service programs, fund raisers and 
visits to hospitalized veterans.

Hiring a Fellow Veteran:  Veterans 
looking to hire an employee can give 
a fellow hero a job.

I SHAll RETuRN:
FROM:  The American Patriot’s Almanac

Waves of Japanese troops assaulted the Philippine Islands at the outset of World 
War II, steadily overpowering Filipino and American defenders.  The U.S. forces 
commanded by General Douglas MacArthur fought back but were short on 
supplies and vastly outnumbered.  Surrender was inevitable.  

MacArthur received personal instructions to proceed to Australia without his 
soldiers, where he could organize a counterattack.  He refused to leave his hungry, 
desperate men behind until President Roosevelt issued an order he could not 
ignore.  The heartbroken general slipped past the Japanese navy by boat and plane 
to reach Australia.  Once there, on March 20, 1942, he made a solemn pledge to his 
men back in the Philippines:  “I shall return.”

In April, unable to hold out any longer, some 75,000 American and Filipino troops 
on the Bataan Peninsula surrendered to the Japanese -- the largest mass surrender 
in American history.  The captors beat and murdered many POWs during the 
infamous 65-mile Bataan Death March to prison camps.  American and Filipino 
soldiers on nearby Corregidor Island fared not better.  The Japanese also imprisoned 
thousands of American and other Allied civilians living in the Philippines, and for 
months assumed no responsibility for feeding them.

By the summer of 1942, the United States had launched a counteroffensive.  For 
two and a half years, Allied forces fought their way across the Pacific, island by 
island.  On October 20, 1944, MacArthur finally waded back onto the Philippines’ 
shores to make good on his pledge and liberate the islands.

DOD ~ NEW pRESCRIpTION DRuG pOlICY
The DOD has announced a new TRICARE policy that will require military retirees 
and family members to obtain certain prescription drugs through the mail or 
at a military treatment facility (MTF). The change affects only maintenance 
medications. Acute medications such as antibiotics may still be obtained through 
retail pharmacies. Active duty military are exempt. Similar to the TRICARE for Life 
pharmacy mail order pilot program, generic formulary drugs will be free with home 
delivery and name brand formulary drugs will cost $16 for a 90 day supply.  This is 
compared to $8 for generics and $20 for name brands currently charged at network 
pharmacies for a 30 day supply.  There is no charge for drugs obtained at MTFs.  DOD 
estimates this new policy will save $88 million a year for them, and $16.5 million a 
year for beneficiaries. Receiving a single name brand drug through home delivery 
rather than a retail pharmacy will save beneficiaries up to $176 per year.  Affected 
beneficiaries will received letters last September 1 with additional information on 
the new policy and how to obtain waivers if necessary.  For more information on 
TRICARE pharmacy copays, visit: http://www.tricare.mil/pharmacycosts.



JOINING THE 

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS

VFW HISTORY:
The VFW traces its roots back to 1899 when veterans of the Spanish-American War (1898) and the Philippine Insurrection 
(1899-1902) founded local organizations to secure rights and benefits for their service: Many arrived home wounded or 
sick. There was no medical care or veterans’ pension for them,and they were left to care for themselves. 

In their misery, some of these veterans banded together and formed organizations with what would become known as 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. After chapters were formed in Ohio, Colorado and Pennsylvania, the 
movement quickly gained momentum. By 1915, membership grew to 5,000; by 1936, membership was almost 200,000. 

Since then, the VFW’s voice had been instrumental in establishing the Veterans Administration, creating a GI Bill for the 
20th century, the development of the national cemetery system and the fight for compensation for Vietnam vets exposed 
to Agent Orange and for veterans diagnosed with Gulf War Syndrome. In 2008, VFW won a long-fought victory with the 
passing of a GI Bill for the 21st Century, giving expanded educational benefits to America’s active-duty service members, 
and members of the Guard and Reserves, fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Annually, the nearly 1.9 million members of the VFW and its Auxiliaries contribute more than 8.6 million hours of 
volunteerism in the community, including participation in Make A Difference Day and National Volunteer Week. 

VFW MEMBERSHIP:
If you are a U.S. Citizen who has served honorably in the Armed Forces and has served in an overseas conflict, you are 
eligible to become a member of the VFW.  If you have received a campaign medal for overseas service; have served 30 
consecutive or 60 non-consecutive days in Korea; or have ever received hostile fire or imminent danger pay, then you’re 
also eligible to join our ranks. You can join us even if you are still serving in the military. The VFW counts over 75,000 active-
duty, Reserve and National Guard service members among our elite membership.

APPLICATIONS:  
Please submit a copy of your eligibility documentation (DD-214, awards, etc.) and at least your first month’s dues to the 
John D. Gamble VFW Post in Los Alamos, or you may apply on line at:  www.vfw.org/oms/NewMember.aspx.  An application is 
at the bottom of this page.

DUES:                            Age      One Payment    12 Month      24 Month 

Options for VFW dues include paying annually ($35), a one time   18-30    $425.00        $40.39       $20.23 
Life Membership (adjacent chart), or an installment plan for a    31-40    $410.00        $39.02       $19.58 
Life Membership.  Several payment plans are available, including  41-50    $375.00        $35.84       $18.05
12 month and 24 month installment plans.     51-60    $335.00        $32.20       $16.32
   61-70    $290.00        $28.11       $14.36
         71-80    $225.00        $22.20       $11.53
         81+    $170.00        $17.20       $  9.14
 



JOINING THE 

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 
AUXILIARY

VFW AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP:
Eligibility for the VFW Auxiliary is spouses, widowers, parents, grandparents, children, grand-children, siblings, and half-
siblings of those who were or are eligible for membership in the VFW.

APPLICATIONS:  
Please submit a copy of your eligibility documentation and at least your first month’s dues at the John D. Gamble VFW Post 
in Los Alamos, or you may apply on line at: http://www.vfwauxiliary.org/membership-application-form/

HOW TO REQUEST A DD FORM 214:
Military personnel records can be used for proving military service, or as a valuable tool in genealogical research, as well 
as establishing your eligibility for membership with the Veteran of Foreign War’s auxiliaries. Most veterans and their next-
of-kin can obtain free copies of their DD Form 214 (Report of Separation) and other military and medical records several 
ways:

Request Military Service Records Online, by Mail, or by Fax:

         http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/

Note:  Response time for records requested from the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) varies and is 
dependent upon the complexity of your request, the availability of records and their workload. Please do not send 
a follow-up request before 90 days have elapsed, as it may cause further delays. While the NPRC works actively to 
respond to each request in a timely fashion, the Center receives approximately 4,000-5,000 requests per day. They 
are responding to requests for separation documents within 10 days about 92% of the time. However, requests that 
involve reconstruction efforts due to the 1973 Fire, or older records which require extensive search efforts, may take 
6 months or more to complete.

DUES:                            Age      One Payment    12 Month      24 Month 

Options for the Auxiliary of the VFW dues include paying annually ($35),  18-30    $425.00        $40.39       $20.23 
a one time Life Membership (adjacent chart), or an installment plan for a  31-40    $410.00        $39.02       $19.58 
Life Membership.  Several payment plans are available, including  41-50    $375.00        $35.84       $18.05
12-month and 24-month installment plans.     51-60    $335.00        $32.20       $16.32
   61-70    $290.00        $28.11       $14.36
         71-80    $225.00        $22.20       $11.53
         81+    $170.00        $17.20       $  9.14
 




