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POST CALENDAR:
SUNs
MONs
TUEs
WEDs
Daily
2nd MONs
3rd THUs

World Tavern Poker
Pool League 9-Ball
Pool League 8-Ball
World Tavern Poker
Free Pool
VFW Aux Meetings
VFW Member Meetings

JUNE

3:00PM
6:30PM
6:30PM
7:00PM
All Day
5:30PM
6:00PM

VFW NM State Convention. ABQ
D-Day
Santa Fe Vet Center - LA
Ladies Auxiliary Meeting - 5:30PM
Flag Day
U.S. Army B-Day
VFW Meeting - 6PM
Father’s Day
Santa Fe Vet Center - LA
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary
Korean War Began (1950)
SF Vet Benefits & Resources Fair
PTSD Awareness Day

JUN 3-5
JUN 6
JUN 8
JUN 13
JUN 14
JUN 14
JUN 16
JUN 19
JUN 22
JUN 23
JUN 25
JUN 25
JUN 27

U.S. Army Air Corps Established
Independence Day
Workday for local Veteran
Ladies Auxiliary Meeting - 5:30PM
1st Atomic Test
VFW Meeting - 6PM
Veterans Administration B-Day
VFW National Convention, NC
Korean Armistice (1953)
World War I Began (1914)
Army Chaplain Corps B-Day

JUL 2
JUL 4
JUL 10
JUL 11
JUL 16
JUL 21
JUL 21
JUL 23-27
JUL 27
JUL 28
JUL 29

JULY

1st Lieutenant John D. Gamble

“We are forever indebted to those who have given their lives
that we might be free.”
~ President Ronald Reagan ~

VFW MISSION:
The Veterans of Foreign Wars is an organization of war veterans committed to
ensuring rights, remembering sacrifices, promoting patriotism, performing
community services and advocating for a strong national defense.

COMMANDER’S THINK TANK:
Our post continues to stay busy with various activities and functions. Several of
our members (Eli Garcia, Jason Lott, Nick Mezins & Victor Valenzuela) attended
the VFW State Convention on June 3-5. As always, the convention had valuable
information that they brought back to our membership. Last month, we also
participated in the Memorial Day ceremonies at Guaje Pines Cemetery hosted by
the Elks Lodge. Myself and Paul Elkins were the Color Guards for our post and
Joe Archuleta had the honors to lay the VFW wreath. Art Brown and myself also
participated at the Los Alamos High School end-of-year awards ceremony. We
presented our Voice of Democracy essay winner, Anna Tomkins, with a check for
winning this year’s VOD competition. We look forward to another great competition
this upcoming year and I am sure there will be a lot of great essays to judge.
On other notes, we have officially signed the restaurant lease with Sirphey, LLC,
which will be opening in the middle of July. PJ, the owner, visited us during this
month’s membership meeting to discuss his plans for the restaurant. This restaurant
will be very unique as they will not have a traditional sit-down menu, but instead
will provide takeout orders for lunch and dinner deliveries for Los Alamos and
its surrounding communities. They will be providing numerous food items from
around the world. We wish Sirphey, LLC the best of luck in their endeavor.

I also wanted to thank Jim Nesmith for everything that he has done and continues
to do for veterans in our community. Jim has been involved with the committee that
is supporting the effort to name a submarine the USS Los Alamos. They recently had
a booth at Chamberfest where they offered a limited number of “USS Los Alamos”
hats. If you missed out on these hats, don’t worry, as we will be selling them at our
canteen very soon—so be in the lookout for them. You can also reach the committee
at USSLosAlamosCommittee@gmail.com.
Finally, I want to recognize a few of our members this month for their continual
contribution to our post and to the community. Victor Valenzuela and Joe Archuleta
helped an elderly WWII veteran with yard work and cleanup last month. We are
planning another work party for that veteran—so let us know if you are interested
in helping. Also, Victor and Jack Boyd have spent numerous weeks working on the
electrical throughout our post. Also, Joe Archuleta has helped with the numerous
other projects and with the mowing of the grass. So, Victor, Jack and Joe, thank you
for all those volunteer hours—we really appreciate everything that you have done
to make our VFW post a better place for all of us.
Roger Anaya, Commander
		

LOOKING FOR YOU!!!
~ IF YOU HAVEN’T BEEN BY IN WHILE ~
~ PLEASE STOP BY! ~

~ WE ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO VISIT EACH WEEK ~
Work Details in Bataan:
EXCERPT FROM: A World War II Memoir by Joe Bergstein (Los Alamos Resident)

This excerpt is from a memoir authored by Joe Bergstein describing his military career,
specifically his experiences in Bataan during WWII and as a POW of the Japanese
military. This excerpt occurred in July 1942.
After a couple months on the hospital side I was judged fit for work and sent back
back to the work side. I still didn’t weigh anything, but I was glad to leave. The Nips
had started a farm project under the direction of an American lieutenant named
“Farmer Jones.” All prisoners not assigned to other work details worked the farm.
It was all shovels, picks, hoes, scythes, and sickles and hard labor. There were
always a lot of Nips cruising around with hoe- and pick-handles yelling ‘speedo!’
and ‘hayaku!’ (I think it was a corruption of ‘hurry up’) and looking for any excuse
to beat up someone. Hardly in keeping with the Geneva Convention on treatment
of prisoners of war! I only made that detail a couple of times and was glad to be
assigned to any other work. I made burial details and woodcutting details and dug
latrines. I baled hay with a carabao walking a circle dragging the long crank handle
that actuated the baler. A Nip walked behind beating the carabao with a long stick
in a futile effort to make him go faster. I made a hog detail once with a big farm boy
named “Lugao” Clark from southern New Mexico. We were sent into a big pen that
held large sows and their young, ordered to toss the young pigs into the empty
adjacent pen so the sows wouldn’t kill them. Those sows weighed several hundred
pounds apiece and had big dirty dangerous looking teeth. I asked Lugao if those
things would bite, and he assured me they wouldn’t. A lot he knew! We walked in
there and started grabbing piglets by the leg and throwing them over the fence and
one of the sows rushed up and took a big bite out of Clark’s leg and we jumped over
that fence in a big hurry. After that we reached over the fence to grab any piglet that
came close enough.
Some guys were brought in from the civilian internee camp at Santo Tomas
University in Manila. They were service men who for one reason or another had not
made it to Bataan, and had turned themselves in to the Nips as civilians. Treatment
there, while not great, was much better than that in the military camps. Their story
was that one of their number had engaged in an affair with the wife of a civilian.
The husband, infuriated, had reported to the Nips the presence of a serviceman.
The Nips reasoned that if there were one, there might be more. They posted a notice
that they knew servicemen were present, knew who they were, and anyone who did
not report himself by noon would be shot. Thirty-three men turned themselves in.
Sometime in August a detail of about 100 men returned to Cabanatuan from a bridgebuilding detail at a town named Lumban. They told a depressing story. For several
days they had been getting vague signals from Filipino peasant workers; winks,
surreptitious Vs, etc. They had been living in the village movie theater, sleeping on
the wooden benches at night. Suddenly one night they were awakened by shotgun
and other small arm fire, the door burst open, and some Filipinos came in shouting
“Come! We are liberating you!” The response was a less than enthusiastic “Get the
hell out of here, you crazy bastards!” I’m not passing judgment on that response.
As with many other things, you had to be there. Anyway, one air corps sergeant
went with them. Next day, nine men were pulled from the ranks of the assembled
prisoners and shot by a firing squad in full view of the rest of the men. One man had
to stand there and watch his brother shot.
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NOSE ART OF THE MONTH: “Libra” was a

B-24H-15-FO, s/n 42-52508, belonging to the
486th Bomb Group, 834th Squadron, 8th Air
Force.

America, The Beautiful
Katharine Lee Bates (1913)

O beautiful for spacious skies,
For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties
Above the fruited plain!
America! America! God shed His grace on thee,
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea!
O beautiful for pilgrim feet,
Whose stern impassion’d stress
A thoroughfare for freedom beat
Across the wilderness!
America! America! God mend thine ev’ry flaw,
Confirm thy soul in self-control,
Thy liberty in law!
O beautiful for heroes proved In liberating strife,
Who more than self their country loved,
And mercy more than life!
America! America! May God thy gold refine
Till all success be nobleness,
And ev’ry gain divine!
O Beautiful for patriot dream
That sees beyond the years
Thine alabaster cities gleam,
Undimmed by human tears!
America! America! God shed His grace on thee,
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea!

CANTEEN:
Mon~Thu 1PM to at least 8PM
Fri
1PM to at least 9PM
Sat
11AM to at least 8PM
Sun
12PM to at least 7PM

Happy Hour: 4-6PM MON~FRI
DAILY ~ FREE POOL

VFW Post 8874 Senior Vice Commander Art Brown and Morrie Pongratz at the
May 24 Los Alamos High School Awards Ceremony at Duane Smith Auditorium
announced the winner of the Los Alamos VFW’s Post 8874 Voice of Democracy
award. Since 1947, the Voice of Democracy has been the Veterans of Foreign
Wars’ (VFW’s) premier scholarship program. Each year, almost 40,000 high school
students compete for more than $2 million in scholarships and incentives. Students
compete by writing and recording an audio essay on an annual patriotic theme.
This year’s theme was: My Vision for America. (The Daily Post, Courtesy photo)

Mr. Gorbachev, Tear Down This Wall!:
On June 12, 1987, President Ronald Reagan stood before the Berlin Wall, symbol
of a totalitarian empire that robbed millions of basic human dignity and freedom,
and delivered one of the great speeches of the twentieth century. More than a
quarter century earlier, Soviet-backed East Germany had built the wall to keep its
people from escaping Communist rule. Reagan, who knew his words would be
heard on the east side of the wall, spoke directly to Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev.

Smoking Policy: Post 8874 is smoke
free, except for the special smoking
parlor room located in the entrance loft,
adjacent to the Canteen. This includes
a restriction on vapor cigarettes.
Canteen Manager:
Ashley D’Anna
Phone: (505) 670-7713
(505) 670-1853
E-mail: BarMgr@vfw8874.org
Know Your Bartenders:
Ashley D’Anna
Kendra Cordova
David Dover
Jason

Behind me stands a wall that encircles the free sectors of this city, part of a
vast system of barriers that divides the entire continent of Europe... Standing
before the Brandenburg Gate, every man is a German, separated from his
fellow men. Every man is a Berliner, forced to look upon a scar...

[I]n the West today, we see a free world that has achieved a level of prosperity
and well-being unprecedented in all human history. In the Communist world,
we see failure, technological backwardness, declining standards of health...
[T]here stands before the entire world one great and inescapable conclusion:
Freedom leads to prosperity. Freedom replaces the ancient hatreds among
the nations with comity and peace. Freedom is the victor...
General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you seek prosperity for the
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, if you seek liberalization: Come here to this
gate! Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!
Less than three years later, the Berlin Wall came down. The Soviet Union and its
puppet states crumbled as the Cold War came to an end. The United States, by
standing firm for democracy and human rights, helped free millions from tyranny.

New Mexico Lottery:

The Los Alamos
VFW is now an
authorized
retail
location for the New
Mexico Lottery. In
addition to Bingo,
you
may
play
Powerball,
Mega
Millions, Hot Lotto Sizzler, Roadrunner Cash, and Pick
3. If you purchase these at the VFW, and you win, the
VFW also wins as the retailer selling the ticket.

Pool Tables: Free Pool

Member’s Pool Table:
$2 per person per day

Wireless Internet: Free
Ask Bartender for Password

Atomic City Pool League:
MONs & TUEs 6:30PM
Tony Zukaitis: (505) 690-3965
E-mail: azukaitis@gmail.com

World Tavern Poker:
Wed (7-9PM) & Suns (3-5PM)
Mike Cutler:
E-mail: Bosman.1@netzero.com
Jukebox: Set Up Your Own Playlist
www.mytouchtunes.com

MEMBERSHIP:
VFW

146 (134 Life)

NEW MEMBERS:
VFW: Benjamin Varlese
VFW: Victor Medina
AUX: Joe Sherrill

“If Any Blame...”:
FROM: The American Patriot’s Almanac

In early June 1944, southern England swarmed with Allied troops preparing for
one of the greatest events of World War II -- a massive invasion of northern France.
The Allies had spent months getting ready for D-Day. The plan: about 2,700 ships
carrying landing craft and 176,000 men would cross the English Channel and
assault German fortifications across a 60-mile front in Normandy.
General Dwight D. Eisenhower, commander of the invasion, originally chose June
5 as D-Day, but bad weather and rough seas forced a delay. Then Eisenhower
received a new weather forecast. The skies would clear and the seas would calm
just long enough to launch the invasion the next day. But the window of opportunity
would be short.
The general gave the order: “O.K., let’s go.” Then he went to his portable desk,
scribbled the following note, and slipped it into his wallet to use in case things went
badly.

RECRUITING:
A healthy organization continues
to grow and recruit new members,
which brings in new ideas and energy.
By actively engaging new members,
we ensure the future of our honored
organization, strengthen our cause,
and better perform our mission.
Each of us should be reaching out to
fellow veterans to encourage their
membership and have a goal of
recruiting at least one new member
per year. If you are aware of someone
who may be interested, please contact
one of the post officers.

Our landings in the Cherbourg-Havre area have failed to gain a satisfactory
foothold and I have withdrawn the troops. My decision to attack at this time
and place was based on the best information available. The troops, the air
and the Navy did all that bravery and devotion to duty could do. If any blame
or fault attaches to the attempt it is mine alone.

It was a statement Eisenhower never had to use. His words, however, remind us
that democracies need leaders who have the courage to make the tough calls and
then take the heat for them, when necessary.

OPM issues proposed rule for ‘disabled veteran leave’:
FROM: federalsoup.com/articles/2016/06/03/opm-issues-proposed-rule-for.aspx?s=FD_060616

The Office of Personnel Management is issuing proposed regulations to implement
the Wounded Warriors Federal Leave Act of 2015, which establishes a new leave
category known as “disabled veteran leave.” The leave, outlined in a rule slated for
publication in the Federal Register June 6, will be available to eligible employees
during a 12-month period beginning on their first day of federal employment. The
leave will be available only to covered employees who are hired on or after the
effective date of the rule—Nov. 5, 2016.

The leave will be available for use by an employee who is a veteran with a serviceconnected disability rated at 30 percent or more, for purposes of undergoing
medical treatment for that disability. The new category of leave may not exceed 104
hours for a regular full-time employee, according to the proposed rule. Disabled
veteran leave not used during the 12-month period may not be carried over to
subsequent years and will be forfeited.
Eligibility for the leave will depend on the date designated as an employee’s “first
day” under the new law. For example, if a covered disability was incurred during a
break from federal employment for military service, the first-day “clock” may begin
when the federal employee returns to civilian service. The first day also may be
established retroactively after the Veterans Benefits Administration has made a
disability rating determination. Additionally, a small period of federal service that
occurred before military service may not necessarily preclude an employee from
eligibility for some amount of disabled veteran leave.

MEDAL OF HONOR ~ SGT Alejandro R. Ruiz
FROM: Wikipedia ~ en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alejandro_R._Ruiz

Sergeant Alejandro Renteria Ruiz (June 26, 1923 – November 20, 2009) was a
United States Army soldier who received the Medal of Honor, the United States’
highest military decoration, for his actions in the Battle of Okinawa in the Ryukyu
Islands during World War II.
Ruiz was born and raised in Loving, New Mexico
and enlisted in the United States Army in the town of
Carlsbad, New Mexico upon the outbreak of World War
II. He was assigned to the U.S. 27th Infantry Division
after completing basic training.

During World War II, the conquest of the Japanese island
of Okinawa was considered vital for the Allied forces as
a step towards an invasion of the Japanese mainland.
The invasion (codenamed Operation Iceberg) was the
largest amphibious operation of the Pacific war, and
involved units of the U.S. Tenth Army, commanded by
Lieutenant General Simon Bolivar Buckner, Jr. These
SGT Alejandro R. Ruiz
consisted of III Amphibious Corps (1st and 6th Marine
Divisions, with 2nd Marine Division as an afloat reserve), and XXIV Corps (7th,
77th, 96th and 27th Infantry Divisions).

On April 28, 1945, PFC Ruiz’s unit was pinned down by machine gun fire coming
from a camouflaged Japanese pillbox and was unable to advance to its assigned
objective. Ruiz, on his own initiative, charged the pillbox under a hail of machine
gun fire. On his second attempt, he was able to neutralize the pillbox by killing all
of its occupants. For his actions he was awarded the Medal of Honor. On June 26,
1946, President Harry S. Truman presented Ruiz with the Medal of Honor in a
ceremony held at the White House.
When his unit was stopped by a skillfully camouflaged enemy pillbox, he
displayed conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call
of duty. His squad, suddenly brought under a hail of machinegun fire and
a vicious grenade attack, was pinned down. Jumping to his feet, Pfc. Ruiz
seized an automatic rifle and lunged through the flying grenades and rifle
and automatic fire for the top of the emplacement. When an enemy soldier
charged him, his rifle jammed. Undaunted, Pfc. Ruiz whirled on his assailant
and clubbed him down. Then he ran back through bullets and grenades,
seized more ammunition and another automatic rifle, and again made for
the pillbox. Enemy fire now was concentrated on him, but he charged on,
miraculously reaching the position, and in plain view he climbed to the
top. Leaping from one opening to another, he sent burst after burst into the
pillbox, killing 12 of the enemy and completely destroying the position. Pfc.
Ruiz’s heroic conduct, in the face of overwhelming odds, saved the lives of
many comrades and eliminated an obstacle that long would have checked his
unit’s advance.

Ruiz resided in Visalia, California and actively participated in activities honoring
Medal of Honor recipients. Ruiz died on November 20, 2009, of congestive heart
failure. The town of Visalia has honored Ruiz by naming the “Alejandro R. Ruiz Sr.
Park” after him, located at North Burke Street and Buena Vista Street.

VFW’S CODE OF ETHICS:
• Act in a professional manner at all
times;
• Promote an environment where
honesty and open communication
are valued;
• Resolve differences of opinion in a
professional and mature manner;
• Respect the confidentiality of
privileged information;
• Refuse to engage in or tolerate
any form of discrimination or
harassment toward members,
employees, volunteers or other
officers;
• Exhibit respect and fairness
toward all people;
• Speak highly of the organization
and its members; and
• Promote VFW and support the
activities of the organization.

VETERAN AFFAIRS:
Benefits Information & Assistance
		
(800) 827-1000
Health Care
(877) 222-8387
Edu/Training
(888) 442-4551
VA Life Ins.
(800) 669-8477
Office of SGLI
(800) 419-1473
CHAM PVA
(800) 733-8387
Helpline (Agent Orange/Gulf War)
		
(800) 749-8387
Direct Deposit
(877) 838-2778
Headstones
(800) 697-6947
Device for Deaf (800) 829-4833

U.S. Flag: Betsy Ross
The American Patriot’s Almanac

Tradition says that the first Stars and
Stripes flag was the work of Betsy Ross,
an upholsterer living in Philadelphia
during the Revolutionary War. About
June 1776, the 24-year-old widow was
working in her shop on Arch Street
when three gentleman called. One was
George Washington, commander-inchief of the Continental Army. The
other two were George Ross, a signer
of the Declaration of Independence
and uncle of Betsy’s deceased
husband, and Robert Morris, also a
signer of the Declaration.
Washington produced a rough
sketch of a flag with thirteen red
and white stripes and thirteen sixpointed stars, and asked Betsy if
she could make a banner with that
design. “I do not know, but I will try,”
she reportedly answered, and then
suggested changing the stars to five
points rather than six. She picked up
a piece of cloth, folded it a few times,
made one snip with her scissors, and
out came a perfect five-point star. The
men agreed to the change, and patriot
Betsy Ross began the work of stitching
together the first Stars and Stripes.

Betsy Ross’s grandson William Canby
first made this story public in 1870.
Betsy was clearly an upholsterer
living in Philadelphia during the
Revolution, and records show that
she made flags for the Pennsylvania
navy. But historians question the
tale of Washington’s visit and her
making the first American flag since
they can find on evidence to back
it up. Nevertheless, generations of
Americans have loved the legend, and
Betsy is fondly regarded as the mother
of our flag.

Service Medal ~ Prisoner of War Medal:
From: Wikipedia - en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prisoner_of_War_Medal

The Prisoner of War Medal is a military award of the United States armed forces
which was authorized by Congress and signed into law by President Ronald
Reagan on November 8, 1985. The United States Code citation for the POW Medal
statute is 10 U.S.C. § 1128.
The Prisoner of War Medal may be awarded to any person
who was a prisoner of war after April 5, 1917 (the date of
the United States’ entry into World War I was April 6). It
is awarded to any person who was taken prisoner or held
captive while engaged in an action against an enemy of the
United States; while engaged in military operations involving
conflict with an opposing Armed Force; or while serving with
friendly forces engaged in armed conflict against an opposing
Armed Force in which the United States is not a belligerent
party. As of an amendment to Title 10 of the United States
Code in 2013, the medal is also awarded for captivity under
circumstances “which the Secretary concerned finds were
comparable to those circumstances under which persons have
generally been held captive by enemy armed forces during
periods of armed conflict.” The person’s conduct, while in
captivity, must have been honorable. This medal may be
awarded posthumously to the surviving next of kin of the recipient.

No more than one Prisoner of War Medal may be awarded. For any subsequent
award of the medal, service stars will be awarded and worn on the suspension and
service ribbon of the medal.
The medal was designed by Jay C. Morris of the United States Army Institute of
Heraldry.

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
VFW MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
~ 3rd THURSDAY of each MONTH at 6PM! ~

Military Biography: General Kit Carson
By: Webster’s American Military Biographies (1978)

Carson, Kit (1809-1868), trapper, guide, Indian agent, and army officer. Born
on December 24, 1809, in Madison County, Kentucky, Christopher Carson spent
his early childhood in Boone’s Lick, on the Missouri frontier. His father died when
he was nine, and he received no schooling. In 1825 his mother apprenticed him
to a saddlemaker, but he ran away the next year to join an expedition to Santa
Fe. There, over the next few years, he learned to trap for furs and fight Indians,
and he established a home base in the region of Taos, New Mexico. He trapped
in California and as far north as Montana, associating at various times with
Thomas Fitzpatrick, Jim Bridger, and other famous mountain men. He was often
employed as a hunter by Bent’s Fort. He married
a woman of the Arapaho tribe about 1836. On a
steamboat from St. Louis in 1842 he met Lt. John
C. Fremont, who subsequently engaged him as a
guide on three expeditions in 1842, 1843-1844,
and 1845-1846. He fought in several battles for
the conquest of California, including San Pascual,
December 6, 1856, whither he had guided Gen.
Stephen W. Kearny’s Army of the West and from
which he managed to escape to San Diego for
reinforcements; and Los Angeles, January 8-9.
Later, bearing dispatches to Washington, D.C., he
discovered that he was a national hero for his
daring in the war. He returned to private life,
farming in Taos, driving sheep to Sacramento, and
serving as a guide and, from 1853, as U.S. agent to
General Kit Carson
the Ute tribe. He was extremely effective in that
position, even through he was illiterate, he dictated his government reports to other
people. One of these scribes, an army surgeon, took down his autobiography but
embellished it so much that Carson has to admit that it was more fictional than
real. He resigned as an Indian agent when the Civil War began, raised the 1st New
Mexican Volunteer Infantry, of which he was commissioned lieutenant colonel
in July 1861 and colonel in September, and successfully battled tribes which had
terrorized settlers for years. He fought under Gen. Edward R. S. Canby at Valverde,
February 21, 1862. But his final battle in Texas in 1864 was a defeat; 5000 Indians
met his poorly armed group of 400 soldiers at Adobe Walls on November 25
and retreat was inevitable. Nevertheless, he was brevetted brigadier general of
volunteers in March 1865, and in 1866 he was named commander of Fort Garland,
Colorado; he was forced to resign the next year because of ill health. He attended a
conference in Washington with the Utes, although his health continued to be poor,
and made fruitless trips to New York and Boston, hoping to find medical relief. On
May 23, 1868, he died at Fort Lyon, Colorado. A temperate, modest, and widely
respected man, he created for himself an important place in American frontier
legend.
NOTE: Kit Carson is interred at the Kit Carson Memorial Cemetery in Taos, NM.
(http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?GRid=177&page=gr)

CONTACTS:
VFW/Canteen Phone:
(505) 662-3506
VFW8874@qwestoffice.net
NM Veterans’ Service Officer:
Jeff George
(505) 346-4810
jeff.george@state.nm.us

NM VFW Service Officer (NVS):
Cynthia Archuleta
(505) 346-4881
cynthia.archuleta@va.gov

VFW Tactical Assessment Center:
24-hour help line for questions
& concerns w/VA entitlements
(800) VFW-1899

Santa Fe Veterans Counseling Center
Phil Chavez
(505) 988-6562
phillip.chavez2@va.gov
VFW ~ Dept of New Mexico
vfwnmhq@gmail.com
Disabled American Veteran (DAV)
Service:
Provides free rides to
veterans Tuesday thru Thursday to
and from the Albuquerque Veterans
Administration Hospital.
For assistance call:

Merejildo Ortega
(505) 351-4405

Bernardo Jaramillo
(505) 753-5594
(505) 927-3529

Hospital Service Coordinator
(800) 465-8262 x2821

REPRESENTATION:
President Barack Obama
Website:
Phone:
Address:
		
		

www.whitehouse.gov
(202) 456-1111
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, DC 20500

Senator Tom Udall

Website: www.tomudall.senate.gov
Phone:
(202) 224-6621
Address: 110 Hart Senate Off. Bldg
Washington DC, 20510

Senator Martin Heinrich

Phone:
(202) 224-5521
Address: B40D Dirksen Senate Office Bld
Washington, DC 20510

Rep. Ben Ray Luján

Website: www.lujan.house.gov
Phone:
(202) 225-6190
Address: 330 Cannon HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515

Korean War begins ~ June 25, 1950:
From: History.com - www.history.com/this-day-in-history/korean-war-begins

Armed forces from communist North Korea smash into South Korea, setting off the
Korean War. The United States, acting under the auspices of the United Nations,
quickly sprang to the defense of South Korea and fought a bloody and frustrating
war for the next three years.

Korea, a former Japanese possession, had been divided into zones of occupation
following World War II. U.S. forces accepted the surrender of Japanese forces in
southern Korea, while Soviet forces did the same in northern Korea. Like in Germany,
however, the “temporary” division soon became permanent. The Soviets assisted in
the establishment of a communist regime in North Korea, while the United States
became the main source of financial and military support for South Korea.

On June 25, 1950, North Korean forces surprised the South Korean army (and the
small U.S. force stationed in the country), and quickly headed toward the capital
city of Seoul. The United States responded by pushing a resolution through the
U.N.’s Security Council calling for military assistance to South Korea. (Russia was
not present to veto the action as it was boycotting the Security Council at the time.)
With this resolution in hand, President Harry S. Truman rapidly dispatched U.S.
land, air, and sea forces to Korea to engage in what he termed a “police action.” The
American intervention turned the tide, and U.S. and South Korean forces marched
into North Korea. This action, however, prompted the massive intervention of
communist Chinese forces in late 1950. The war in Korea subsequently bogged
down into a bloody stalemate. In 1953, the United States and North Korea signed
a cease-fire that ended the conflict. The cease-fire agreement also resulted in the
continued division of North and South Korea at just about the same geographical
point as before the conflict.

Governor Susana Martinez

Phone:
(505) 476-2200
Address: 490 Old Santa Fe Trail, Rm400
Santa Fe, NM 87501

Sen. Richard C. Martinez

Phone:
(505) 929-0125
E-mail:
richard.martinez@nmlegis.gov
Address: Box 762
Espanola, NM 87532

NM Rep. Stephanie G. Richard
Phone:
(505) 500-4343
E-mail: stephanie.garciarichard@nmlegis.gov
Address: P.O. Box 4657
Los Alamos, NM 87544

Los Alamos County Council

Phone:
(505) 663-1750
E-mail:
countycouncil@lacnm.us
Address: 1000 Central Ave., Suite 350
Los Alamos, NM 87544

The Korean War was the first “hot” war of the Cold War. Over 55,000 American
troops were killed in the conflict. Korea was the first “limited war,” one in which the
U.S. aim was not the complete and total defeat of the enemy, but rather the “limited”
goal of protecting South Korea. For the U.S. government, such an approach was the
only rational option in order to avoid a third world war and to keep from stretching
finite American resources too thinly around the globe. It proved to be a frustrating
experience for the American people, who were used to the kind of total victory that
had been achieved in World War II. The public found the concept of limited war
difficult to understand or support and the Korean War never really gained popular
support.

Female WWII pilots close
Arlington burial rights:

to

regaining

FROM: www.stripes.com/news/us/white-house-obama-will-sign-burial-rights-for-female-wwii-pilots-1.409083

WASHINGTON – A group of trailblazing female World War II pilots might soon
reclaim their right to be laid to rest at Arlington National Cemetery.
Amid overwhelming support, Congress appeared ready Wednesday to send the
White House a bill making members of the Women’s Airforce Service Pilots
eligible for above-ground urn space and full burial honors.

The WASP women lost the right last year when the Army reinterpreted a law from
the 1970s to exclude the female veterans, who trained pilots and ferried combat
aircraft from 1942-1944, from the national cemetery, where space is increasingly
limited. “But now we are one step closer to changing that,” Sen. Joni Ernst, R-Iowa,
said Tuesday.

The Senate unanimously passed the legislation backed by Ernst and Sen. Barbara
Mikulski, D-Md. In March, the House voted 385-0 in favor of the bill sponsored
by Rep. Martha McSally, R-Ariz., an A-10 Thunderbolt II pilot who was the first
female to fly a fighter aircraft in combat and a champion of the WASP burial rights.
Some minor changes were made to the bill in the Senate, so another vote by House
lawmakers was required before it could be sent to President Barack Obama for
signature. “Because of these changes, I will continue to work expediently to get the
final version of this bill passed in the House, where it has seen unanimous support, and
send it to the president’s desk,” McSally said in a released statement. The House was
weighing a possible final vote Wednesday, according to staff, and passage was very
likely considering the earlier unanimous support.

The WASP pilots were not
considered active-duty military
at the time of their service
but have since received the
Congressional Gold Medal,
veteran benefits and renown as
role models for females serving
today, including McSally. More
than 1,000 women graduated
from the WASP training
program during World War
II, learning to fly nearly every
type of aircraft in the U.S. fleet,
and went on to ferry more than half of combat aircraft to bases across the country,
according to the Air Force. The WASPs suffered 38 deaths during their service,
11 while training and 27 during missions. The program was ended in 1944 and
classified until the 1970s, a service history shows. Beginning in 2002, the Army
instituted an Arlington policy allowing the female pilots space. But former Army
Secretary John McHugh overruled the policy, saying current law does not allow it.
On Capitol Hill, McSally pushed to have the rights restored, petitioning the Army
with a letter signed by 50 lawmakers and orchestrating a news conference. In a
heated exchange during testimony, acting Army Secretary Patrick Murphy told
McSally in March that he favors allowing the pilots space for their ashes but he
is powerless to change the law. He said only Congress has the power to make the
required legal change. “I am trying to right the wrong,” he said at the time. “I agree
with you, I support you 100 percent.”

VFW MISSION:

To foster camaraderie among United
States Veterans of overseas conflicts.
To serve our veterans, the military,
and our communities. To advocate on
behalf of all veterans.

VFW VISION:

Ensure that veterans are respected
for their service, always receive
their earned entitlements, and are
recognized for the sacrifices they and
their loved ones have made on behalf
of this great country.

VFW PURPOSE:

The purpose of this corporation
are fraternal, patriotic, historical,
charitable, and educational and are; to
preserve and strengthen comradeship
among its members; to assist their
widows and orphans; to maintain
true allegiance to the Government of
the United States, and fidelity to its
Constitution and laws; to foster true
patriotism; to maintain and extend
the institutions of American freedom;
and to preserve and defend the United
States from all enemies.

VFW CORE VALUES:

• Always put the interests of our
members first
• Treat donors as partners in our
cause
• Promote patriotism
• Honor military service
• Ensure the care of veterans and
their families
• Serve our communities
• Promote a positive image of the
VFW
• Respect the diversity of veteran
opinions

VFW PRIORITIES:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

VA Health Care
Suicides & Homelessness
VA Benefits & Compensation
Seamless Transition
Military Quality of Life
Education & Employment
Defense & Homeland Security
POW/MIA

POWs being rescued in Vietnam - 1969

Quick Facts about New Mexico Veterans:
VFW MEMBER’S
OBLIGATION:
In the presence of Almighty God and the members of this order here
assembled - I (Your Name), do of my
own free will and accord, solemnly
promise and declare that:

• I will bear true allegiance - to the
Constitution of the United States
of America - and I will always be
loyal thereto.
• I do further solemnly promise and
declare - that I will comply with
the Congressional Charter - ByLaws and Ritual of this Order - and
I will always be loyal thereto - that
I will never wrong or defraud
this organization - nor a member
thereof - nor permit any wrong to
be done to either - if in my power
to prevent it.
• I will never propose for
membership - any person not
eligible - nor one whom I know to
be unworthy.
• I will never make known to anyone
- not authorized to receive it - any
of the work of this order.
• Should my affiliation - with the
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the
United States - cease in any way
- I will consider this pledge - as
binding outside of the order - as
though I had remained a member
of same.
• All this I promise and pledge - upon
the honor of a true comrade - and a
citizen of our great republic.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Veteran Population in the USA
Percentage of U.S. Population Who Are Veterans
Total “General” Population of New Mexico 		
Veteran Population in New Mexico 			
Percentage of NM Population Who Are Veterans
Total “General” Population of Los Alamos County
Number of Veterans in Los Alamos County		
Percentage of Los Alamos Who Are Veterans 		

21,680,534
6.7%
2,085,109
170,132
8.2%
17,950
1,604
8.9%

				

WARTIME VETERANS
WWI
WWII Era only
WWII + Korean War Eras
WWII + Korean + Vietnam War Eras
Korean War Era only
Korea + Vietnam War Eras
Vietnam War Era only
Vietnam + Gulf War (Pre-9/11 Combat) Eras
Vietnam + Gulf War (Pre-9/11 Combat) + Post 9/11
Gulf War Era (Pre-9/11 Combat) only
Gulf War Era (Pre-9/11 Combat) + Post 9/11
Post 9/11 only

PEACETIME VETERANS

Pre-WWI
Between WWI & WWII
Between WWII & Korea
Between Korea & Vietnam (“Cold War”)
Between Vietnam & Gulf War

in 2015

127,710
0
5,117
184
202
9,608
1,607
56,263
2,898
203
21,199
9,521
20,908

42,422
0
284
289
13,784
28,065

+/- Since 2014

-708
0
-1,025
-27
-29
-745
-125
-924
-42
-2
+31
+503
+1,677

-688

0
-72
-35
-520
-61

ARMY Values:

U.S. Coast Guard History:
From: www.uscg.mil/history/web/USCGbriefhistory.asp

The U. S. Coast Guard is simultaneously and at all times a military force and federal
law enforcement agency dedicated to maritime safety, security, and stewardship
missions. We save lives. We protect the environment. We defend the homeland. We
enforce Federal laws on the high seas, the nation’s coastal waters and its inland
waterways. We are unique in the Nation and the world.

The Coast Guard’s official history began on August 4, 1790 when President George
Washington signed the Tariff Act that authorized the construction of ten vessels to
enforce federal tariff and trade laws and to prevent smuggling. Known variously
through the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries as the “revenue cutters,” the
“system of cutters,” the Revenue Marine and finally the Revenue Cutter Service, it
expanded in size and responsibilities as the nation grew.
The service received its present name in 1915 under an act of Congress that merged
the Revenue Cutter Service with the U. S. Life-Saving Service. The latter consisted
of dozens of stations placed around the nation’s coastlines that were manned by
dedicated crews willing to risk their lives to save those in peril on the sea, a role that
meshed well with the Revenue Cutter Service’s core missions. Also, the legislation
creating this “new” Coast Guard expressly stated that it “shall constitute a part of
the military forces of the United States,” thereby codifying the service’s long history
of defending the country along side the nation’s other armed services. The Coast
Guard began maintaining the country’s aids to maritime navigation, including
lighthouses, when President Franklin Roosevelt ordered the transfer of the
Lighthouse Service to the Coast Guard in 1939. In 1946 Congress permanently
transferred the Commerce Department’s Bureau of Marine Inspection and
Navigation to the Coast Guard, which placed merchant marine licensing and
merchant vessel safety under its purview. The nation now had a single maritime
federal agency dedicated to saving life at sea and enforcing the nation’s maritime
laws.

Loyalty
Duty
Respect
Selfless Service
Honor
Integrity
Personal Courage

NAVY Core Values:
Honor
Courage
Commitment

MARINE Corps Values:
Honor
Courage
Commitment

COAST GUARD Values:
Honor
Respect
Devotion to Duty

AIR FORCE Values:
Integrity First
Service Before Self
Excellence In All We Do

The Coast Guard is one of the oldest organizations of the federal government and
until Congress established the Navy Department in 1798 it served as the nation’s
only armed force afloat. The Coast Guard protected the nation throughout its long
history and served proudly in the majority of the nation’s conflicts. The Coast
Guard’s national defense responsibilities remain one of its most important functions
even today. In times of peace it operates as part of the Department of Homeland
Security, serving as the nation’s front-line agency for enforcing the nation’s laws at
sea, protecting the marine environment and the nation’s vast coastline and ports,
and saving life. In times of war, or at the direction of the President, the Coast Guard
serves as part of the Navy Department.

NEWSLETTER:
If you are not currently receiving this
newsletter and would like to be added
to the e-mail distribution, please
contact Jason Lott at woubuft@gmail.
com. Additionally, if you would like
to submit an article or photo, please
contact Jason at this e-mail address.

SHOW SUPPORT BY:
Flying Your Flag:
Support our
defenders by flying the U.S. Flag,
especially on all patriotic holidays.

Voting: Your vote makes a difference!
Exercise the freedoms our veterans
have fought for throughout history.
Volunteering: Pay a visit to a lonely
or ailing veteran in your community to
let them know they are not forgotten.

Reaching Out: Write a letter to a
service member stationed overseas
or help out a military family in your
community.
Educating America’s Youth: Help
educate America’s youth on the
importance of our American history
and patriotism.

Getting Involved: Remind others
why we must protect and honor
fellow veterans.
Speaking Out:
America’s young
people need to understand what
service to our country means.

Writing: Send a letter to your local
newspaper to remind your fellow
citizens that freedom is not free.
Lobbying: Learn about key battles
veterans are facing and make your
opinion heard on Capitol Hill.

Supporting Our Troops: Get involved
with VFW Post sponsored programs
such as Homecoming Events, parades,
service programs, fund raisers and
visits to hospitalized veterans.
Hiring a Fellow Veteran: Veterans
looking to hire an employee can give
a fellow hero a job.

The U.S. Army origins and Flag:
FROM: The American Patriot’s Almanac

June 1775 brought the birth of the U.S. Army. On June 10, 1775, in the aftermath
of Lexington and Concord, John Adams urged the Continental Congress to
form a Continental Army to take charge of colonial militia facing the British at
Boston. On June 14, 1775 (considered the U.S. Army’s official birthday), Congress
passed a resolution “that six companies of expert riflemen be immediately raised
in Pennsylvania, two in Maryland, and two in Virginia,” and that they “shall march
and join the army near Boston.” The next day, June 15, Congress made George
Washington commander in chief of the new force. The Army is the oldest of the
five major branches of the U.S. Armed Forces (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, and
Coast Guard).
The U.S. Army flag, adopted in 1956, is
a white flag bearing a blue design that
dates to the Revolutionary War. A
Roman breastplate (symbol of strength
and defense) stands at the center. A
sword rises out of the neck opening,
and on its point rests a Phrygian cap
(symbol of liberty). A drum, musk,et,
bayonet, cannon, cannonballs, flags, and
other army implements surround the
breastplate. Above, a rattlesnake holds a scroll with the motto This We’ll Defend.
Below, a red scroll reads “United States Army.” And at the bottom, the dates 1775
signifies the year the Army was created.

JOINING THE

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
VFW HISTORY:
The VFW traces its roots back to 1899 when veterans of the Spanish-American War (1898) and the Philippine Insurrection
(1899-1902) founded local organizations to secure rights and benefits for their service: Many arrived home wounded or
sick. There was no medical care or veterans’ pension for them,and they were left to care for themselves.
In their misery, some of these veterans banded together and formed organizations with what would become known as
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. After chapters were formed in Ohio, Colorado and Pennsylvania, the
movement quickly gained momentum. By 1915, membership grew to 5,000; by 1936, membership was almost 200,000.

Since then, the VFW’s voice had been instrumental in establishing the Veterans Administration, creating a GI Bill for the
20th century, the development of the national cemetery system and the fight for compensation for Vietnam vets exposed
to Agent Orange and for veterans diagnosed with Gulf War Syndrome. In 2008, VFW won a long-fought victory with the
passing of a GI Bill for the 21st Century, giving expanded educational benefits to America’s active-duty service members,
and members of the Guard and Reserves, fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Annually, the nearly 1.9 million members of the VFW and its Auxiliaries contribute more than 8.6 million hours of
volunteerism in the community, including participation in Make A Difference Day and National Volunteer Week.

VFW MEMBERSHIP:

If you are a U.S. Citizen who has served honorably in the Armed Forces and has served in an overseas conflict, you are
eligible to become a member of the VFW. If you have received a campaign medal for overseas service; have served 30
consecutive or 60 non-consecutive days in Korea; or have ever received hostile fire or imminent danger pay, then you’re
also eligible to join our ranks. You can join us even if you are still serving in the military. The VFW counts over 75,000 activeduty, Reserve and National Guard service members among our elite membership.

APPLICATIONS:

Please submit a copy of your eligibility documentation (DD-214, awards, etc.) and at least your first month’s dues to the
John D. Gamble VFW Post in Los Alamos, or you may apply on line at: www.vfw.org/oms/NewMember.aspx. An application is
at the bottom of this page.

DUES: 							

Options for VFW dues include paying annually ($35), a one time			
Life Membership (adjacent chart), or an installment plan for a 			
Life Membership. Several payment plans are available, including		
12 month and 24 month installment plans. 			
			
									
									

Age

18-30
31-40
41-50
51-60
61-70
71-80
81+

One Payment 12 Month

$425.00
$410.00
$375.00
$335.00
$290.00
$225.00
$170.00

$40.39
$39.02
$35.84
$32.20
$28.11
$22.20
$17.20

24 Month

$20.23
$19.58
$18.05
$16.32
$14.36
$11.53
$ 9.14

JOINING THE

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
AUXILIARY
VFW AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP:
Eligibility for the VFW Auxiliary is spouses, widowers, parents, grandparents, children, grand-children, siblings, and halfsiblings of those who were or are eligible for membership in the VFW.

APPLICATIONS:

Please submit a copy of your eligibility documentation and at least your first month’s dues at the John D. Gamble VFW Post
in Los Alamos, or you may apply on line at: http://www.vfwauxiliary.org/membership-application-form/

HOW TO REQUEST A DD FORM 214:

Military personnel records can be used for proving military service, or as a valuable tool in genealogical research, as well
as establishing your eligibility for membership with the Veteran of Foreign War’s auxiliaries. Most veterans and their nextof-kin can obtain free copies of their DD Form 214 (Report of Separation) and other military and medical records several
ways:
Request Military Service Records Online, by Mail, or by Fax:

http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/

Note: Response time for records requested from the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) varies and is
dependent upon the complexity of your request, the availability of records and their workload. Please do not send
a follow-up request before 90 days have elapsed, as it may cause further delays. While the NPRC works actively to
respond to each request in a timely fashion, the Center receives approximately 4,000-5,000 requests per day. They
are responding to requests for separation documents within 10 days about 92% of the time. However, requests that
involve reconstruction efforts due to the 1973 Fire, or older records which require extensive search efforts, may take
6 months or more to complete.

DUES: 							

Options for the Auxiliary of the VFW dues include paying annually ($35),
a one time Life Membership (adjacent chart), or an installment plan for a
Life Membership. Several payment plans are available, including		
12-month and 24-month installment plans. 			
			
									
									

Age

18-30
31-40
41-50
51-60
61-70
71-80
81+

One Payment 12 Month

$425.00
$410.00
$375.00
$335.00
$290.00
$225.00
$170.00

$40.39
$39.02
$35.84
$32.20
$28.11
$22.20
$17.20

24 Month

$20.23
$19.58
$18.05
$16.32
$14.36
$11.53
$ 9.14

