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POST CALENDAR:
SUNs
MONs
TUEs
WEDs
Daily
2nd MONs
3rd THUs

World Tavern Poker
Pool League 9-Ball
Pool League 8-Ball
World Tavern Poker
Free Pool
VFW Aux Meetings
VFW Member Meetings

JULY

3:00PM
6:30PM
6:30PM
7:00PM
All Day
5:30PM
6:00PM

U.S. Army Air Corps Established
Independence Day
Ladies Auxiliary Meeting - 5:30PM
1st Atomic Test
VFW Meeting - 6PM
Veterans Administration B-Day
VFW National Convention, NC
Korean Armistice (1953)
World War I Began (1914)
Army Chaplain Corps B-Day

JUL 2
JUL 4
JUL 11
JUL 16
JUL 21
JUL 21
JUL 23-27
JUL 27
JUL 28
JUL 29

Air Force Day
Coast Guard Day
Hiroshima Atomic Bomb (1945)
Purple Heart Day
Ladies Auxiliary Meeting - 5:30 PM
Nagasaki Atomic Bomb (1945)
Los Alamos Fair & Rodeo
National Navajo Code Talkers Day
Victory Over Japan Day
National Spirit of ‘45 Day
National Airborne Day
VFW Meeting - 6PM
Veterans Poker Run
Marine Corps Reserve Birthday

AUG 1
AUG 4
AUG 6
AUG 7
AUG 7
AUG 9
AUG 12-14
AUG 14
AUG 14
AUG 14
AUG 16
AUG 18
AUG 27
AUG 29

AUGUST

1st Lieutenant John D. Gamble

“Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any
price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe
to assure the survival and the success of liberty.”
~ President John F. Kennedy ~

VFW MISSION:
The Veterans of Foreign Wars is an organization of war veterans committed to
ensuring rights, remembering sacrifices, promoting patriotism, performing
community services and advocating for a strong national defense.

COMMANDER’S THINK TANK:
We are happy to announce that Post 8874 will be participating in the Inaugural
Veterans Poker Run on Saturday, August 27. This event is sponsored by Santa
Fe Harley-Davidson with all proceeds benefiting the local chapters of the VFW,
American Legion and other charitable organizations. Registration will be held at
Santa Fe Harley-Davidson, 11am-12pm, $20 entry fee. The route will start in Santa
Fe and will make a stop at our post in the early afternoon with 100-200 riders
expected to participate. So we look forward to welcoming all those riders—it
should be fun. If you are interested in participating or if you need additional
information, please contact the Santa Fe Harley-Davidson or the VFW Post 2951
at (505) 983-9045. You can also visit the event’s Facebook page at: www.facebook.
com/events/1117389108322446.
I want to also bring to your attention that the Rotary STARS (Service To All Rotary
Satellite) will be visiting the Horses for Heroes ranch in Santa Fe on August 17, 6pm.
It will be a potluck, so those wanting to participate are encouraged to bring a dish to
share. Horses for Heroes is “an extraordinary program for mind, body, and spirit and
makes an exceptional contribution to the healing of veterans and all people who have
suffered trauma, PTSD and shock.” It is offered free to Operation Iraqi Freedom and
Operation Enduring Freedom – Afghanistan Veterans and active military who
have sustained physical injuries or combat trauma during their time serving our
country. The visit is a great opportunity to learn more about the Horses for Heroes
program and we want to thank the Rotary STARS for making this trip and helping
these veterans. If you have ideas for other services that may help our communities
(local and afar), please consider joining the Rotarty STARS of Los Alamos. They meet
at 5:30pm every Wednesday in the back room of our post.
Other activities that we have been involved these past couple of months includes:
(1) sponsoring a hole for the Knights of Columbus golf tournament; (2) making a
monetary donation to the USS Los Alamos effort—don’t forget that we have USS Los
Alamos hats available for sale ($30) at the canteen; (3) made additional donations
to other non-profit organizations and veterans in distress; (4) and, finally, I was
honored to be the guest speaker for the Naturalization Ceremony which was held at
Bandelier National Monument on July 4th.
Best wishes to all and God Bless You.
Roger Anaya, Commander

LOOKING FOR YOU!!!
~ IF YOU HAVEN’T BEEN BY IN WHILE ~
~ PLEASE STOP BY! ~

~ WE ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO VISIT EACH WEEK ~
Escapes in Bataan:
EXCERPT FROM: A World War II Memoir by Joe Bergstein (Los Alamos Resident)

This excerpt is from a memoir authored by Joe Bergstein describing his military career,
specifically his experiences in Bataan during WWII and as a POW of the Japanese
military. This excerpt occurred in 1942.
The Nips were always very concerned that someone might escape. I don’t know
why. What was one sorry skeleton of a prisoner more or less? They formed us into
10-man shooting squads and told us that if any of the ten escaped, the other nine
would be shot. We were expected to watch each other to prevent escape attempts.
They issued clippers and ordered every man have his head clipped bald. That was
to make us easier to spot among the Filipino population if we escaped. If the Nips
spotted a prisoner with hair over about an eighth of an inch long, they clipped a
stripe down the middle, and he had better be totally clipped by the next day.
One of my shooting-squad members did escape, a very unlikely candidate named
Ballard, over six feet tall with red hair and very fair skin. He was never going to
blend in with the Filipino population! He escaped with another man from another
barracks. Eighteen of us were immediately locked up by the Nips to await execution
by firing squad. That lockup was not a happy place. I heard some crying during the
nights. With the bravado of the young, I was determined to die like a man, defiantly.
After a week they came for us, an officer and a squad of Nips in white jackets carrying
rifles, and marched us to an open area in front of the assembled prisoners. The
officer read from a paper in Japanese, with an interpreter translating each sentence
into English. It took a little while for me to realize what I was hearing. The emperor,
in a great show of magnanimity, had rescinded the shooting order. We would not be
shot; we would merely be punished! The punishment was three more weeks in the
lockup on reduced rations. Meanwhile, Ballard and his buddy had been caught,
returned to camp, tortured, and then shot. As in some other cases, after 24 hours of
torture, they were given a choice of another 24 hours of torture, or being shot. They
chose a quick death.
This is a good place to bring things into perspective, a disclaimer of sorts. Life
under the Nips was bad, sometimes worse, and sometimes horrible. In my opinion,
American prisoners in Korea had it worse, and those captured in Vietnam fared
much, much worse. Worst of all I think was the fate of the Jews and others in Nazi
concentration camps and that of Russian and other Slav p.o.w.s in Europe. Human
history is full of horror. It was fascinating to me to read the words of a pilot released
after six years in a North Vietnamese prison saying that knowing what prisoners of
the Japanese had endured during WWII gave him courage to go on. He apparently
thought we had a worse time than he did.
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NOSE ART OF THE MONTH: B-24 4240688 “Wicked Witch” of 11th BG, 42nd BS
after Wake Island Raid 1943.

Ballad of the
Green Beret
SSG Barry Sadler (1966)
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Fighting soldiers from the sky
Fearless men who jump and die
Men who mean just what they say
The brave men of the Green Beret
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Silver wings upon their chest
These are men, America’s best
One hundred men will test today
But only three win the Green Beret
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Back at home a young wife waits
Her Green Beret has met his fate
He has died for those oppressed
Leaving her his last request

Alicia Garcia

Put silver wings on my son’s chest
Make him one of America’s best
He’ll be a man they’ll test one day
Have him win the Green Beret.

Alicia Garcia
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Silver wings upon their chest
These are men, America’s best
One hundred men will test today
But only three win the Green Beret
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Trained to live off nature’s land
Trained in combat, hand-to-hand
Men who fight by night and day
Courage peak from the Green Berets

Louis Rosocha

Sirphey ~ Their Story:
On Thursday, September 15, Sirphey will launch in Los Alamos, and I could not be
more excited. I originally had the idea of Sirphey, a food-tech startup that would
make dishes from around the world available to everyone, years ago, but filed it
away in the back of my mind and focused on my research career, instead.

But it simply would not go away. While working at
Los Alamos National Laboratory and asking myself
“What Next?” that idea I’d been ignoring for too long
seemed the obvious answer. But of course, no matter
how much I may love food (and I really, really do),
I’m no chef. But Paddy Rawal, owner of Santa Fe’s
Raaga, is. He is a celebrated chef who has opened
four restaurants, written two cookbooks, and made
appearances on the Food Network. And he was willing
to listen to my ideas, no matter how unconventional.
We decided to go into business together to create
something entirely new in the world of cuisine, aiming
to meet and surpass industry standards in every way
by changing the way a restaurant works.

First, we decided that we would nearly eliminate the front of house – Sirphey is
100% takeout and delivery. This provides convenience to our customers but also
allows us to take care of our employees. I’ve known many cooks and chefs, all of
whom work incredibly long hours for very little pay, and it seems entirely wrong to
me – they are the lifeline of the business. Our chefs receive living wages and work
standard hours (8am to 4pm). This means that not only do they not need to be
concerned about providing for themselves and their family, but they can actually
spend time with their family. My family and friends mean the world to me, and I
make it a point to carve out time for them, no matter how busy I am. I know Paddy
feels the same way, and we want that for our employees, too.

Second, since being a takeout restaurant has the side effect of producing a great
deal of waste, we decided quite early on, to make Sirphey as green as we possibly
could. This means both sustainable sourcing and eco friendly disposal. Our takeout
containers are made of sugarcane and plastic. The sugarcane is 100% compostable
and grown in a sustainable manner; the plastic is made from 100% recycled
material (as are our utensils) so that we could eliminate the use of virgin plastic.
We try to be as eco-friendly as possible and know that many of our customers do, as
well, so we have done all we can to make sure customers can order as often as they
wish without being concerned with how much waste that may produce.
Third, we want to be a positive force within the community, not simply a business
that operates within it. Sirphey will be partnering with local and national nonprofits
and charities to give back to the community. We’ve already pledged to support the
Veterans of Foreign Wars (who have been such a tremendous aid to us and with
whom we share a space) and Camp Corazones in Santa Fe. If customers have ideas
or suggestions for groups Sirphey can work with, please let us know. We’d love to
hear about them.
And of course, we want our customers to be able to experience quality, delicious
food from around the world on any day of the week. I’ve lived in cities and small
towns, and while I love both, the element of cities I loved most was that I could eat
almost any kind of food at any hour (I really do love food!). Sirphey allows us to
make that a reality, anywhere, be it a small community of 500 or a metropolis. Our
chefs have experience in a wide array of cuisines and that is reflected in our daily –
changing curated menus, giving you a small taste of the world, each day. And we’ll
soon be partnering with guest chefs who will join Sirphey on special occasions to
provide our customers with even more variety.
I truly hope the community enjoys what we have created with Sirphey.
Prashant Jain, CEO, Sirphey

CANTEEN:
Mon~Thu 1PM to at least 8PM
Fri
1PM to at least 9PM
Sat
11AM to at least 8PM
Sun
12PM to at least 7PM

Happy Hour: 4-6PM MON~FRI
DAILY ~ FREE POOL

Smoking Policy: Post 8874 is smoke
free, except for the special smoking
parlor room located in the entrance loft,
adjacent to the Canteen. This includes
a restriction on vapor cigarettes.
Canteen Manager:
Ashley D’Anna
Phone: (505) 670-7713
(505) 670-1853
E-mail: BarMgr@vfw8874.org
Know Your Bartenders:
Ashley D’Anna
Kendra Cordova
David Dover
Jason

Pool Tables: Free Pool

Member’s Pool Table:
$2 per person per day

Wireless Internet: Free
Ask Bartender for Password

Atomic City Pool League:
MONs & TUEs 6:30PM
Tony Zukaitis: (505) 690-3965
E-mail: azukaitis@gmail.com

World Tavern Poker:
Wed (7-9PM) & Suns (3-5PM)
Mike Cutler:
E-mail: Bosman.1@netzero.com
Jukebox: Set Up Your Own Playlist
www.mytouchtunes.com

New Mexico Lottery:

MEMBERSHIP:
VFW

The Los Alamos
VFW is now an
authorized
retail
location for the New
Mexico Lottery. In
addition to Bingo,
you
may
play
Powerball,
Mega
Millions, Hot Lotto Sizzler, Roadrunner Cash, and Pick
3. If you purchase these at the VFW, and you win, the
VFW also wins as the retailer selling the ticket.

135 (132 Life)

Uncle Sam:
FROM: The American Patriot’s Almanac

RECRUITING:
A healthy organization continues
to grow and recruit new members,
which brings in new ideas and energy.
By actively engaging new members,
we ensure the future of our honored
organization, strengthen our cause,
and better perform our mission.
Each of us should be reaching out to
fellow veterans to encourage their
membership and have a goal of
recruiting at least one new member
per year. If you are aware of someone
who may be interested, please contact
one of the post officers.

People all over the world recognize Uncle Sam
-- the tall, white-haired gentleman dressed in
red, white, and blue -- as a symbol of the United
States. Where did this old fellow with the top
hat come from?
No one knows for sure, but tradition says
he first showed up during the War of 1812.
Businessman Samuel Wilson of Troy, New York,
who was known to friends as Uncle Sam, supplied
the Army with beef in barrels. The barrels
were labeled “U.S.” to show they belonged to
the United States government. Somewhere
along the way, it is said, folks began to joke that
the “U.S.” stood for Uncle Sam, and a national
symbol was born.

Uncle Sam’s stars-and-stripes costume originated in political cartoons of the
nineteenth century. The best-known image first appeared on July 6, 1916, during
World War I, on the cover of Leslie’s Weekly magazine with the title “What Are You
Doing for Preparedness?” The artist, James Montgomery Flagg, based his portrait
of Uncle Sam on his own likeness to save the cost of hiring a model. The picture
was so popular, the U.S. government eventually turned it into the famous recruiting
poster of Uncle Sam declaring, “I Want You.”

MEDAL OF HONOR ~ CW2 Louis Richard Rocco
FROM: Wikipedia ~ en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_R._Rocco

Chief Warrant Officer Two Louis Richard Rocco (November 19, 1938 – October
31, 2002) was a United States Army soldier who received the Medal of Honor—
the United States’ highest military decoration—for his actions near the village
of Katum, in the Republic of Vietnam, during the Vietnam War. Despite being
wounded, Rocco saved three comrades from a burning helicopter.
Born on November 19, 1938, in Albuquerque, New Mexico, Rocco was the third
of nine children of an Italian-American father and a Mexican-American mother. In
1948, the family moved to a housing project in the San Fernando Valley and later
to a barrio called Wilmington. He joined a local gang and was frequently in trouble
with the law. Rocco dropped out of high school and in 1954, when he was 16 years
old, was arrested for armed robbery.
Rocco was in court for his sentencing and during a break
he walked into a United States Army recruiters office. The
recruiting officer, Sergeant Martinez, accompanied Rocco
to the court and spoke to the judge. The judge gave him a
suspended sentence and told him that he could join the
Army when he was 17 if he stayed in school, obeyed a curfew
and shunned his gang. Rocco joined the Army in 1955 and,
after completing his basic training, was sent to Germany. He
earned his high school general equivalency diploma during
CW2 Louis R. Rocco
his tour there.

VFW’S CODE OF ETHICS:
• Act in a professional manner at all
times;
• Promote an environment where
honesty and open communication
are valued;
• Resolve differences of opinion in a
professional and mature manner;
• Respect the confidentiality of
privileged information;
• Refuse to engage in or tolerate
any form of discrimination or
harassment toward members,
employees, volunteers or other
officers;
• Exhibit respect and fairness
toward all people;
• Speak highly of the organization
and its members; and
• Promote VFW and support the
activities of the organization.

Vietnam War: Rocco served two tours of duty in the Republic of Vietnam during
the Vietnam War. His first tour was from 1965 to 1966. In 1969, Rocco, who was
by then a sergeant first class, returned for another tour of duty in Vietnam and was
assigned to Advisory Team 162 of the U.S. Military Assistance Command.

On May 24, 1970, Rocco volunteered to accompany a medical evacuation team on
an urgent mission to pick up eight critically wounded South Vietnamese soldiers
near the village of Katum. The helicopter in which the team was riding in came
under heavy fire as it approached the landing zone. The pilot was shot in the leg and
the helicopter crashed into a field. Under intense fire, Rocco was able to carry each
of the unconscious crash survivors to the perimeter of the Army of the Republic of
Vietnam. Despite having suffered a fractured wrist and hip and a severely bruised
back, he was able to help administer first aid to his wounded comrades before
collapsing and losing consciousness.
Lieutenant Lee Caubareaux, the helicopter’s co-pilot, later lobbied for Rocco
to receive the Medal of Honor. On December 12, 1974, President Gerald Ford
formally presented Rocco with the medal during a ceremony at the White House.

Rocco made a career of the Army and earned an associate degree. He retired from
the military in 1978 as a Chief Warrant Officer Two. Returning to New Mexico,
Rocco was named director of New Mexico’s Veterans Service Commission. During
his tenure, he established the Vietnam Veterans of New Mexico organization,
opened a Veterans’ Center which provided peer counseling to Vietnam veterans,
started a shelter for the homeless and a nursing home for veterans, and persuaded
New Mexico legislators and voters to waive tuition for all veterans at state colleges.
Rocco returned to active duty in 1991 during the Gulf War and was stationed at
Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas, where he recruited medical personnel.
When he returned home, he met his fourth wife, Maria Chavez Schneider, an
assistant director of New Mexico AIDS Services. The couple lived in San Miguel de
Allende, Mexico, from 1992 until 1998, when they moved to San Antonio, Texas.
On July 11, 2000, Rocco was appointed the new Deputy State Director for Texas
in San Antonio. He became instrumental in promoting Veterans Against Drugs, a
nationwide school program.

In 2002, Rocco was diagnosed with terminal lung cancer; he died at his San Antonio
home on October 31 of that year. He was buried with full military honors at Fort
Sam Houston National Cemetery in San Antonio.

VETERAN AFFAIRS:
Benefits Information & Assistance
		
(800) 827-1000
Health Care
(877) 222-8387
Edu/Training
(888) 442-4551
VA Life Ins.
(800) 669-8477
Office of SGLI
(800) 419-1473
CHAM PVA
(800) 733-8387
Helpline (Agent Orange/Gulf War)
		
(800) 749-8387
Direct Deposit
(877) 838-2778
Headstones
(800) 697-6947
Device for Deaf (800) 829-4833

Folds of the Flag
FROM: www.legion.org/flag/folding

• The 1st fold is a symbol of life.
• The 2nd fold is a symbol of our belief
in eternal life.
• The 3rd fold is made in honor and
remembrance of the veteran departing
our ranks, and who gave a portion
of his/her life for the defense of our
country to attain peace throughout
the world.
• The 4th fold represents our weaker
nature; as American citizens trusting
in God, it is to Him we turn in times
of peace, as well as in times of war, for
His divine guidance.
• The 5th fold is a tribute to our country,
for in the words of Stephen Decatur,
“Our country, in dealing with other
countries, may she always be right, but
it is still our country, right or wrong.”
• The 6th fold is for where our hearts
lie. It is with our heart that we
pledge allegiance to the flag of the
United States of America, and to the
republic for which it stands, one
nation under God, indivisible, with
liberty and justice for all.
• The 7th fold is a tribute to our armed
forces, for it is through the armed
forces that we protect our country and
our flag against all enemies, whether
they be found within or without the
boundaries of our republic.
• The 8th fold is a tribute to the one who
entered into the valley of the shadow
of death, that we might see the light
of day, and to honor our mother, for
whom it flies on Mother’s Day.
• The 9th fold is a tribute to womanhood,
for it has been through their faith,
love, loyalty and devotion that the
character of the men and women who
have made this country great have
been molded.
• The 10th fold is a tribute to father,
for he, too, has given his sons and
daughters for the defense of our
country since he/she was first born.
• The 11th fold, in the eyes of Hebrew
citizens, represents the lower portion
of the seal of King David and King
Solomon and glorifies, in their eyes,
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
• The 12th fold, in the eyes of a Christian
citizen, represents an emblem of
eternity and glorifies, in their eyes,
God the Father, the Son & Holy Ghost.
• When the flag is completely folded, the
stars are uppermost, reminding us of
our national motto “In God We Trust.”

Marine Corps Expeditionary Medal:
From: Wikipedia - en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marine_Corps_Expeditionary_Medal

The Marine Corps Expeditionary Medal is a military award of the United States
Marine Corps which was established on May 8, 1919. Originally known as the
Marine Corps Expeditionary Ribbon, a full-sized medal was authorized on
March 1, 1921 by Presidential Order of Warren G. Harding. The Marine Corps
Expeditionary Medal is therefore one of the oldest medals of the United States
military which is still issued to active duty personnel.
To be awarded the Marine Corps Expeditionary Medal, personnel must have
engaged in a landing on foreign territory, participated in combat operations against
an opposing force, or must have participated in a designated operation for which
no other service medal is authorized. After 1961, some commands permitted
eligible personnel to choose between the Marine Corps Expeditionary Medal, or
the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, depending on the nature of the operation
in question.

The medal was designed by Walker Hancock and features
a 1920s era Marine in full combat gear, advancing with
one foot in the water and one foot on land, bayonet at
the ready, with the word “Expeditions”. On the reverse of
both the Marine Corps Expeditionary Medal and Navy
Expeditionary Medal, in the center of the bronze medallion
an eagle is shown alight upon an anchor; the eagle is facing
to the left and the flukes of the anchor are to the right. The
eagle is grasping sprigs of laurel, which extend beyond the
anchor in both directions. Above the eagle are the words
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS or UNITED STATES NAVY
presented as an arch. Above the laurel are the words FOR
SERVICE presented horizontally. The eagle is the American
bald eagle and represents the United States, the anchor
alludes to Marine Corps or Navy service, and the laurel is
symbolic of victory and achievement.

Subsequent awards of the Marine Corps Expeditionary Medal were originally
denoted by award numerals. After 1921, multiple awards were denoted by service
stars. The Wake Island Device is authorized for any personnel who were awarded
the Marine Corps Expeditionary Medal as part of the defense of Wake Island
during the opening days of the World War II.

Under the “deemed to merit special recognition and for which service no campaign
medal has been awarded“ clause, both the Marine Corps Expeditionary Medal
(MCEM) and Navy Expeditionary Medal (NEM) have been awarded for classified
operations with proper adjudication by the Secretary of the Navy Special Awards
Board. The MCEM and NEM “can be authorized and awarded to individuals or units
who have participated in classified operations not necessarily in connection with
larger operations in which the public is aware.” The SECNAV INSTRUCTION 1650.1H
- NAVY AND MARINE CORPS AWARDS MANUAL details the process via the Special
Awards Board for issuing classified awards. Anecdotal reports from former service
members cite a wide variety of classified operations for which the MCEM and NEM
have reportedly been awarded, ranging from Marine Corps units clandestinely
deployed in Africa, to helicopter gun-crews or force protection units assisting
SEAL-DEVGRU or DeltaForce teams world-wide, and even classified submarine
movements during the Cold War. In cases where the Marine Corps Expeditionary
Medal or Navy Expeditionary Medal has been awarded for classified operations,
the name of the operation is omitted from public documentation including from the
individual service member’s DD214 personnel record with only the name of the
award and issue date provided.

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
VFW MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
~ 3rd THURSDAY of each MONTH at 6PM! ~

Biography: General Edward R. S. Canby
By: Webster’s American Military Biographies (1978)

Canby, Edward Richard Sprigg (1817-1873), army officer. Born in Kentucky in
August 1817, Canby grew up in Indiana and after graduating from West Point in
1839 was commissioned in the 2nd Infantry. From 1839 to 1842 he served in the
Seminole War in Florida. After several years of garrison and recruitment duty he
was promoted to first lieutenant in June 1846. Promoted to captain and assistant
adjutant general the next year, he served in Gen. Winfred Scott’s army in the
Mexican War, seeing action at Veracruz, Cerro Gordo, Contreras, and Churubusco
and winning brevets to major and lieutenant colonel. After the war he served as
lieutenant colonel in the adjutant general’s department, returning to the line of
the army in March 1855 with appointment as
major of the 10th Infantry. Canby was engaged
in frontier duty for several years, including
the Mormon expedition under Col. Albert S.
Johnston in 1857-1858, and in May 1861, while
posted at Fort Defiance, New Mexico, he was
promoted to colonel in command of the 19th
Infantry and, as acting brigadier general, of the
Department of New Mexico with headquarters
at Fort Craig. On February 21, 1862, he was
forced from the field at Valverde by Gen. Henry
H. Sibley leading a Confederate column across
the Southwest toward California. He quickly
General Edward Canby
adopted a harrying strategy, however, drawing
Sibley away from his supply lines, and on March 27 and 28, at Apache Canyon
and Glorieta Pass, Canby’s men, joined by Colorado volunteers under Maj.
John M. Chivington, stopped Sibley’s advance and the Confederate threat in the
West. Appointed brigadier general of the volunteers in that month, Canby was
made assistant adjutant general in the War Department. Briefly in 1863 he held
command of troops in New York City following the draft riots there. In May 1864
he was promoted to major general of volunteers in command of the Division of
West Mississippi. He was badly wounded in a guerilla attack at the White River in
Arkansas in November 1864 but otherwise saw little action until the early spring of
1865, when he undertook a campaign against Mobile, Alabama, culminating in its
capture on April 12. In March he had been brevetted brigadier and major general
in the regular army. He received the surrenders of Gen. Richard Taylor, May 4,
and Gen. Edmund Kirby-Smith, May 26, who commanded the last Confederate
armies in the field. After the war he served in various capacities in the South and
in Washington, D.C., receiving regular rank of brigadier general in July 1866. In
1870 he took command of the Department of the Columbia on the Pacific coast.
In the spring of 1873 he traveled to northern California to attempt to negotiate a
settlement of the Modoc War. On April 11, 1873, while in conference, unarmed,
with the Modoc representatives, Canby was murdered by Captain Jack, the Modoc
leader.

CONTACTS:
VFW/Canteen Phone:
(505) 662-3506
VFW8874@qwestoffice.net
NM Veterans’ Service Officer:
Jeff George
(505) 346-4810
jeff.george@state.nm.us

NM VFW Service Officer (NVS):
Cynthia Archuleta
(505) 346-4881
cynthia.archuleta@va.gov

VFW Tactical Assessment Center:
24-hour help line for questions
& concerns w/VA entitlements
(800) VFW-1899

Santa Fe Veterans Counseling Center
Phil Chavez
(505) 988-6562
phillip.chavez2@va.gov
VFW ~ Dept of New Mexico
vfwnmhq@gmail.com
Disabled American Veteran (DAV)
Service:
Provides free rides to
veterans Tuesday thru Thursday to
and from the Albuquerque Veterans
Administration Hospital.
For assistance call:

Merejildo Ortega
(505) 351-4405

Bernardo Jaramillo
(505) 753-5594
(505) 927-3529

Hospital Service Coordinator
(800) 465-8262 x2821

REPRESENTATION:
President Barack Obama
Website:
Phone:
Address:
		
		

www.whitehouse.gov
(202) 456-1111
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, DC 20500

Senator Tom Udall

Website: www.tomudall.senate.gov
Phone:
(202) 224-6621
Address: 110 Hart Senate Off. Bldg
Washington DC, 20510

NJROTC Precision Team Travels To Cleveland:
FROM: NJROTC News

Los Alamos High School NJROTC Precision Team members Samantha Miller,
Stephanie Nielsen, Holly Hayes, Jacob Torrez, Jonathon Chavez and Commander
Wesley Shumaker travel to Cleveland, Ohio, June 27-July 2. State Three-Position
Air Rifle Junior Olympic Championships are shoulder-to-shoulder matches held
on the local level. Participation in these matches can earn athletes the opportunity
to compete at the National 3PAR Championships.

Senator Martin Heinrich

Phone:
(202) 224-5521
Address: B40D Dirksen Senate Office Bld
Washington, DC 20510

Rep. Ben Ray Luján

Website: www.lujan.house.gov
Phone:
(202) 225-6190
Address: 330 Cannon HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515

Official urges families to learn about eligibility:
FROM: DOD News, Defense Media Activity

WASHINGTON -- Planning funerals for military veterans and retirees can be
overwhelming for their families, and the Defense Department’s director of casualty
and mortuary affairs wants family members to familiarize themselves in advance,
when possible, to know what to expect with military funeral honors.

Deborah S. Skillman said families should learn about military funeral honors
eligibility ahead of time to know what choices are available. She also recommended
that family members should ensure they have access to the veteran’s discharge
papers, also called a DD Form 214, to prove eligibility.

It’s also critical for family members who want military funeral honors to tell the
funeral director, who can make the request for them, Skillman said. The honors are
not automatic, and must be requested through the veteran’s branch of service, she
noted. “Families (also) need to know DOD is going to be there when the honors are
requested,” Skillman added.

DOD policy is mandated by law to provide a minimum of a two-person uniformed
detail to present the core elements of the funeral honors ceremony, and one service
member must represent the veteran’s branch of service, she said. The core elements
include playing taps, folding the American flag and presenting the flag to the family.

Governor Susana Martinez

Phone:
(505) 476-2200
Address: 490 Old Santa Fe Trail, Rm400
Santa Fe, NM 87501

Sen. Richard C. Martinez

Phone:
(505) 929-0125
E-mail:
richard.martinez@nmlegis.gov
Address: Box 762
Espanola, NM 87532

Burials with military funeral honors can be conducted at national, veterans’ or
private cemeteries, she said. “While DOD is required to provide a (two-servicemember) detail, policy encourages each service secretary to provide additional
elements, such as the firing team and pallbearers, if resources permit. However, full
honors are always provided for active-duty deaths,” Skillman said.
“Military honors may consist of three-rifle volleys by a firing team,” she said, and
added that veteran service organizations often participate in burials with military
honors to serve as pallbearers and to provide a firing team.

The Veterans Affairs Department also offers other benefits, such as headstones,
Skillman said. “We want to honor every eligible service member and make sure (the
services) are there to render honors,” Skillman said.

NM Rep. Stephanie G. Richard
Phone:
(505) 500-4343
E-mail: stephanie.garciarichard@nmlegis.gov
Address: P.O. Box 4657
Los Alamos, NM 87544

Los Alamos County Council

Phone:
(505) 663-1750
E-mail:
countycouncil@lacnm.us
Address: 1000 Central Ave., Suite 350
Los Alamos, NM 87544

New Mexico National Guard in Columbus: Following Pancho Villa’s raid
on Columbus, members of the New Mexico National Guard were ordered
into service to guard the U.S./Mexican border during the Mexican Punitive
Expedition. Photo of the New Mexico National Guard encampment in
Columbia, NM in 1916.

At The Brink: Cuba, 1962:
FROM: VFW Magazine - digitaledition.qwinc.com/article/At_The_Brink%3A_Cuba,_1962/1199155/128938/article.html

Countering Russian military moves on and around Cuba in October and November
1962 required putting planes and ships in the island’s airspace and Caribbean waters.
The Red Army had stationed 40,000 troops to guard its tactical nuclear weapons in
Fidel Castro’s people’s paradise by that fall. And Moscow was continuing to resupply
them via a steady stream of Soviet ships. The Cuban Missile Crisis was on.

VERIFYING SOVIET MISSILE SITES: The U.S. Air Force and Navy quickly, as early
as August 1962, launched aircraft to verify enemy activity. Four elite air units took
on the mission. U-2s assigned to the Strategic Air Command’s 4080th Strategic
Recon Wing flew the high-altitude missions. The Air Force’s 363rd Tactical Recon
Wing handled the low-level sorties for that service flying RF-101C Voodoos.
“Photo jocks” of the Navy’s Light Photographic Squadron 62 (VFP-62) along with
Marine Composite Squadron VMCJ- 2 took to the air in RF-8A Crusaders. Both types
of planes covered targets 500 feet off the ground at speeds of 600 mph.Operating out
of Key West, VFP-62 carried out its missions— sometimes facing Cuban anti-aircraft
fire—under the codename Operation Blue Moon from Oct. 15 to Nov. 26, 1962.

In confirming the Soviet nuclear presence (158 tactical nuclear warheads) on Cuba,
naval aviators and airmen performed invaluable service. The Navy and Marine
squadrons received the first-ever peacetime award of the Navy Unit Commendation.
The two USAF wings earned the Air Force Outstanding Unit Citation. Distinguished
Flying Crosses (DFC) went to 11 U-2, 15 Voodoo, 12 Navy and 4 Marine pilots.

Flying from MacDill AFB in Tampa, Fla., “We had more sorties across Cuba than
any other outfit during the crisis,” said Jim Butler of the 363rd. “Our 20th and 29th
squadrons earned The Air Force Outstanding Unit Citation, and it was presented by
President Kennedy himself.”
BLOCKADING SOVIET SHIPS: A U.S. Navy blockade of the island went into effect
Oct. 24. Task Force 136—consisting of the anti-submarine carrier Essex, three heavy
cruisers, 16 destroyers, six support ships and other vessels— screened Atlantic
approaches to Cuba by disposing ships in an arc extending from Jacksonville, Fla., to
beyond San Juan, Puerto Rico.
In addition, a picket line of 32 ships based around the nuclear-powered carrier
Enterprise formed an inner patrol ringing Cuba. Task Force 135, as it was designated,
was reinforced by aircraft carrier patrols and was intended to defend Guantanamo
Naval Station.
Also on station at some point were the carriers Independence, Lake Champlain,
Randolph, Saratoga and Wasp.

An international fleet, called Task Force 137, comprised seven ships—one from the
U.S. and the remainder from member countries of the Organization of American
States. It deployed south of Puerto Rico, a relatively secure zone.

Blockade operations successfully screened incoming ships. The USS Vesole (DDR878) visually accounted for 12 of the 42 missiles sighted aboard Russian merchant
ships. On Oct. 25, the destroyer Gearing hailed and attempted to intercept the Soviet
tanker Bucharest. Soon after, the destroyers Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr., and John R.
Pierce detained the Soviet-chartered Marcula.
Altogether, 63 U.S. vessels surrounded Castro’s bastion at the peak of the crisis.
Some 30,000 sailors and naval aviators were directly involved in locating Soviet
ships headed for Cuba.

All told, before the naval quarantine ended on Dec. 31, 1962, 223 ships (including
seven aircraft carriers), 31 naval aviation units (in addition to carrier squadrons),
six minesweepers, two Seabee battalions, two naval cargo handling battalions and
Det. D of Naval Beach Group 1 participated and qualified for the Armed Forces
Expeditionary Medal.

~ Continued on Next Page ~

VFW MISSION:

To foster camaraderie among United
States Veterans of overseas conflicts.
To serve our veterans, the military,
and our communities. To advocate on
behalf of all veterans.

VFW VISION:

Ensure that veterans are respected
for their service, always receive
their earned entitlements, and are
recognized for the sacrifices they and
their loved ones have made on behalf
of this great country.

VFW PURPOSE:

The purpose of this corporation
are fraternal, patriotic, historical,
charitable, and educational and are; to
preserve and strengthen comradeship
among its members; to assist their
widows and orphans; to maintain
true allegiance to the Government of
the United States, and fidelity to its
Constitution and laws; to foster true
patriotism; to maintain and extend
the institutions of American freedom;
and to preserve and defend the United
States from all enemies.

VFW CORE VALUES:

• Always put the interests of our
members first
• Treat donors as partners in our
cause
• Promote patriotism
• Honor military service
• Ensure the care of veterans and
their families
• Serve our communities
• Promote a positive image of the
VFW
• Respect the diversity of veteran
opinions

VFW PRIORITIES:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

VA Health Care
Suicides & Homelessness
VA Benefits & Compensation
Seamless Transition
Military Quality of Life
Education & Employment
Defense & Homeland Security
POW/MIA

~ Continued from Previous Page ~
GITMO IN THE BULLS-EYE: In the eye of the crisis was Guantanamo Bay.
Dependents were evacuated, leaving the base with an eerie aura about it. The Navy
Times described the isolated facility: “A high ridge of hills inside the chain-link fence
boundary had been deeply scarred by the trenches and bunkers to form the Marines’
main line of resistance.” John C. Keller recalled how “Navy Seabees of Naval Mobile
Construction Battalions 4 and 7 helped defend Gitmo on the main line of resistance
until reinforcements arrived.”
Elements of the 1st and 2nd Marine divisions reinforced the tiny garrison of 5,750
Leathernecks. A Marine of Battalion Landing Team 2/1 said they “stayed locked
and loaded for six weeks.” Leathernecks patrolled a 7-foot wire fence stretching 24
miles around, and another 10 miles of seacoast.

VFW MEMBER’S
OBLIGATION:
In the presence of Almighty God and the members of this order here
assembled - I (Your Name), do of my
own free will and accord, solemnly
promise and declare that:

• I will bear true allegiance - to the
Constitution of the United States
of America - and I will always be
loyal thereto.
• I do further solemnly promise and
declare - that I will comply with
the Congressional Charter - ByLaws and Ritual of this Order - and
I will always be loyal thereto - that
I will never wrong or defraud
this organization - nor a member
thereof - nor permit any wrong to
be done to either - if in my power
to prevent it.
• I will never propose for
membership - any person not
eligible - nor one whom I know to
be unworthy.
• I will never make known to anyone
- not authorized to receive it - any
of the work of this order.
• Should my affiliation - with the
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the
United States - cease in any way
- I will consider this pledge - as
binding outside of the order - as
though I had remained a member
of same.
• All this I promise and pledge - upon
the honor of a true comrade - and a
citizen of our great republic.

“On the Guantanamo Bay perimeter, several thousand poncho-enshrouded Marines
squatted numbly in trenches, drenched in torrents of rain,” David Detzer wrote in The
Brink. “Ringing Cuba, another 25,000 Marines were almost set as a landing force.
“Over 100,000 Army troops in Florida were ready to follow. The carriers Enterprise
and Independence had closed the island. Cruiser captains had already received their
orders about where to start firing.”

CASUALTIES OF THE CRISIS: On Oct. 27, Maj. Rudolph Anderson lost his life over
Nipe Bay when a surface-to-air missile downed his aircraft. Soviet SAM battery
crewmen at Banes fired three rockets, two of which hit Anderson’s U-2. Anderson
received the Purple Heart, Distinguished Service Medal (the highest peacetime
decoration) and the first-ever Air Force Cross (posthumously awarded Jan. 8, 1964).
A Korean War vet, he flew F-86 Sabre jets there in 1952-53, earning two DFCs. A
memorial to him stands in Cleveland Park in Greenville, S.C.
Though Anderson was the only hostile U.S. casualty of the Cuban Missile Crisis,
his was not the only American death. On Oct. 26, an RB-47 Stratojet of the 55th
Strategic Recon Wing crashed on take-off from Kindley Air Base on Bermuda. It
was on its way to Cuba for reconnaissance.

All four crewmen, home-based at Forbes AFB in Topeka, Kan., were killed. “Their
charred bodies lay in the morgue of the base hospital, burned beyond recognition, and
had to be X-rayed to be identified,” Air Force vet William B. Caudle III remembered.
One other 55th Wing RB-47 accidentally crashed, on Nov. 11 in Florida, killing three
crewmen.

Also, on Oct. 23, a C-135 Stratolifter cargo plane went down on approach to the
leeward side field at Gitmo, killing the seven crewmen. “As part of a Military Air
Transport Service Control Team, I witnessed the crash,” Bob Robinson recalled clearly.
“The pilot overshot the runway and tried to bank back instead of going around. Then
the plane stalled and crashed.” According to some accounts, the pilot was actually
prohibited from flying into Cuban airspace. The plane’s cargo was munitions bound
for Leeward Point, home to Fleet Composite Squadron 10.
At least 15 Americans perished before the Crisis fully subsided.

Once the last Soviet missiles were removed on Nov. 20, tensions over Cuba eased.
But Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal eligibility would remain open until June 1,
1963. “We put our lives on the line to protect America from a Russian-Cuban nuclear
threat,” Navy vet William L. Milbrandt says, “and we should be remembered as Cold
War veterans.”

Vietnam War-Era Vets Honored At Special Ceremony:
From: NMDVS News

SANTA FE — Vietnam War-era veterans were honored June 18 at a special 50th
Anniversary of the Vietnam War Commemoration Ceremony in Santa Fe at the
Santa Fe Veterans Memorial.

The special ceremony was part of an ongoing nationwide initiative issued by
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates in 2008 urging states to honor America’s
Vietnam War veterans, and to commemorate the pending 50th anniversary of
our country’s involvement in the war. Though America’s involvement began in an
advisory capacity as early as the late-1950’s, most historians point to 1965 as the
start of America’s involvement in the war, when troops began deploying to Vietnam.
A 2012 Presidential Proclamation extended the commemoration through 2025.
Saturdays [June 18] ceremony was hosted through a collaborative effort by the NM
Department of Veterans’ Services, the City of Santa Fe Veterans Advisory Board,
the American Legion Riders Chapter 26, the Santa Fe National Cemetery, the
Santa Fe Vet Center, the NM State Council of the Vietnam Veterans of America,
and Vietnam Veterans of America Northern NM Chapter 996.

“During the Vietnam War, our returning service members were greeted with silence—
or worse yet, with scorn--by a public not supportive of our service members serving
in a war which sharply divided our country,” said NM Department of Veterans’
Services Deputy Secretary Alan Martinez in is Welcome Address. “But history now
shows us that these men and women served with honor, dignity, and bravery when our
nation came calling for their service. Today, we say ‘Welcome Home--and thank you
for your service and sacrifice.”
Similar thanks and praise were echoed in remarks by Santa Fe Mayor Javier Gonzales,
NM State Representative and Vietnam War Veteran Bob Wooley, and former VA
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Intergovernmental Affairs and ex-NM Department
of Veterans’ Services Secretary John Garcia—who is also a Vietnam War veteran.

ARMY Values:
Loyalty
Duty
Respect
Selfless Service
Honor
Integrity
Personal Courage

NAVY Core Values:
Honor
Courage
Commitment

MARINE Corps Values:
Honor
Courage
Commitment

COAST GUARD Values:
Honor
Respect
Devotion to Duty

AIR FORCE Values:
Integrity First
Service Before Self
Excellence In All We Do

VA data indicates more than nine million Americans served in the military during
this war era. The initiative recognizes all who served on active duty in the U.S.
Armed Forces during the U.S. involvement in Vietnam. It makes no distinction
between veterans who served in-country, in-theater, or were stationed elsewhere
during the Vietnam War era. All answered the call of duty.
More than 58,000 Americans were killed in action—including 398 from NM. After
the ceremony, Vietnam War-era veterans in attendance were presented by the
NM Department of Veterans’ Services with a certificate of appreciation for their
service during the war, and also a special 50th Anniversary Commemorative Pin.
Similar commemoration ceremonies will be presented throughout the state in the
coming years in an effort to reach out to as many Vietnam War-era veterans as
possible.

NEWSLETTER:
If you are not currently receiving this
newsletter and would like to be added
to the e-mail distribution, please
contact Jason Lott at woubuft@gmail.
com. Additionally, if you would like
to submit an article or photo, please
contact Jason at this e-mail address.

SHOW SUPPORT BY:
Flying Your Flag:
Support our
defenders by flying the U.S. Flag,
especially on all patriotic holidays.

Voting: Your vote makes a difference!
Exercise the freedoms our veterans
have fought for throughout history.

Volunteering: Pay a visit to a lonely
or ailing veteran in your community to
let them know they are not forgotten.

Reaching Out: Write a letter to a
service member stationed overseas
or help out a military family in your
community.

Educating America’s Youth: Help
educate America’s youth on the
importance of our American history
and patriotism.

Getting Involved: Remind others
why we must protect and honor
fellow veterans.
Speaking Out:
America’s young
people need to understand what
service to our country means.

Writing: Send a letter to your local
newspaper to remind your fellow
citizens that freedom is not free.
Lobbying: Learn about key battles
veterans are facing and make your
opinion heard on Capitol Hill.

Supporting Our Troops: Get involved
with VFW Post sponsored programs
such as Homecoming Events, parades,
service programs, fund raisers and
visits to hospitalized veterans.
Hiring a Fellow Veteran: Veterans
looking to hire an employee can give
a fellow hero a job.

“The Buck Stops Here”:
FROM: The American Patriot’s Almanac

On July 17, 1945, the final “Big Three” World War II conference between the United
States, Great Britain, and the Soviet Union opened in Potsdam, Germany. There,
Harry S. Truman, who had become president only three months earlier when
Franklin D. Roosevelt died, met Winston Churchill and Joseph Stalin for the first
time.
Truman entered the conference knowing they
had giant issues to resolve: the political future
of Eastern Europe, the fate of recently defeated
Germany, the still ongoing conflict with Japan. And
then there was a question he alone must decide
-- whether to use the atomic bomb. At Potsdam,
Truman received a secret telegram informing him
that scientists had set off the world’s first nuclear
explosion in the New Mexico desert. “Operated on
this morning,” the telegram said. “Diagnosis not yet
complete but results seem satisfactory and already
exceed expectation.”

When he became president, many political
observers held low expectations for Truman, the
unassuming son of a Missouri livestock dealer. He
quickly proved he was willing to make hard choices
and stick by them, a characteristic summed up by a
small sign he kept on his desk that read, “The Buck
Stops Here.”

1LT Harry S. Truman

The saying comes from the slang expression “pass the buck,” which means passing
responsibility to someone else. “Pass the buck” is said to have come from the game
of poker. In frontier days, a knife with a buckhorn handle (made from the antler of
a male deer) was often placed on the table to designate the dealer. Players could
pass the buck, as the maker was called, to the next player if they did not want to
deal the cards.

JOINING THE

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
VFW HISTORY:
The VFW traces its roots back to 1899 when veterans of the Spanish-American War (1898) and the Philippine Insurrection
(1899-1902) founded local organizations to secure rights and benefits for their service: Many arrived home wounded or
sick. There was no medical care or veterans’ pension for them,and they were left to care for themselves.

In their misery, some of these veterans banded together and formed organizations with what would become known as
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. After chapters were formed in Ohio, Colorado and Pennsylvania, the
movement quickly gained momentum. By 1915, membership grew to 5,000; by 1936, membership was almost 200,000.
Since then, the VFW’s voice had been instrumental in establishing the Veterans Administration, creating a GI Bill for the
20th century, the development of the national cemetery system and the fight for compensation for Vietnam vets exposed
to Agent Orange and for veterans diagnosed with Gulf War Syndrome. In 2008, VFW won a long-fought victory with the
passing of a GI Bill for the 21st Century, giving expanded educational benefits to America’s active-duty service members,
and members of the Guard and Reserves, fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Annually, the nearly 1.9 million members of the VFW and its Auxiliaries contribute more than 8.6 million hours of
volunteerism in the community, including participation in Make A Difference Day and National Volunteer Week.

VFW MEMBERSHIP:

If you are a U.S. Citizen who has served honorably in the Armed Forces and has served in an overseas conflict, you are
eligible to become a member of the VFW. If you have received a campaign medal for overseas service; have served 30
consecutive or 60 non-consecutive days in Korea; or have ever received hostile fire or imminent danger pay, then you’re
also eligible to join our ranks. You can join us even if you are still serving in the military. The VFW counts over 75,000 activeduty, Reserve and National Guard service members among our elite membership.

APPLICATIONS:

Please submit a copy of your eligibility documentation (DD-214, awards, etc.) and at least your first month’s dues to the
John D. Gamble VFW Post in Los Alamos, or you may apply on line at: www.vfw.org/oms/NewMember.aspx. An application is
at the bottom of this page.

DUES: 							

Options for VFW dues include paying annually ($35), a one time			
Life Membership (adjacent chart), or an installment plan for a 			
Life Membership. Several payment plans are available, including		
12 month and 24 month installment plans. 			
			
									
									

Age

18-30
31-40
41-50
51-60
61-70
71-80
81+

One Payment 12 Month

$425.00
$410.00
$375.00
$335.00
$290.00
$225.00
$170.00

$40.39
$39.02
$35.84
$32.20
$28.11
$22.20
$17.20

24 Month

$20.23
$19.58
$18.05
$16.32
$14.36
$11.53
$ 9.14

JOINING THE

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
AUXILIARY
VFW AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP:
Eligibility for the VFW Auxiliary is spouses, widowers, parents, grandparents, children, grand-children, siblings, and halfsiblings of those who were or are eligible for membership in the VFW.

APPLICATIONS:

Please submit a copy of your eligibility documentation and at least your first month’s dues at the John D. Gamble VFW Post
in Los Alamos, or you may apply on line at: http://www.vfwauxiliary.org/membership-application-form/

HOW TO REQUEST A DD FORM 214:

Military personnel records can be used for proving military service, or as a valuable tool in genealogical research, as well
as establishing your eligibility for membership with the Veteran of Foreign War’s auxiliaries. Most veterans and their nextof-kin can obtain free copies of their DD Form 214 (Report of Separation) and other military and medical records several
ways:
Request Military Service Records Online, by Mail, or by Fax:

http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/

Note: Response time for records requested from the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) varies and is
dependent upon the complexity of your request, the availability of records and their workload. Please do not send
a follow-up request before 90 days have elapsed, as it may cause further delays. While the NPRC works actively to
respond to each request in a timely fashion, the Center receives approximately 4,000-5,000 requests per day. They
are responding to requests for separation documents within 10 days about 92% of the time. However, requests that
involve reconstruction efforts due to the 1973 Fire, or older records which require extensive search efforts, may take
6 months or more to complete.

DUES: 							

Options for the Auxiliary of the VFW dues include paying annually ($35),
a one time Life Membership (adjacent chart), or an installment plan for a
Life Membership. Several payment plans are available, including		
12-month and 24-month installment plans. 			
			
									
									

Age

18-30
31-40
41-50
51-60
61-70
71-80
81+

One Payment 12 Month

$425.00
$410.00
$375.00
$335.00
$290.00
$225.00
$170.00

$40.39
$39.02
$35.84
$32.20
$28.11
$22.20
$17.20

24 Month

$20.23
$19.58
$18.05
$16.32
$14.36
$11.53
$ 9.14

