
POST CALENDAR:
SUNs  World Tavern Poker 3:00PM
MONs Pool League 9-Ball   6:30PM
TUEs Pool League 8-Ball 6:30PM
WEDs  World Tavern Poker 7:00PM
THUs Karaoke (Non-Pay THU) 7:00PM
Daily    Free Pool All Day
2nd MONs VFW Aux Meetings 5:30PM
3rd THUs   VFW Member Meetings 6:00PM

JANUARY
New Years Day JAN 1
VFW Auxiliary Meeting - 5:30PM JAN 9
MLK Day  JAN 16
Desert Storm Began ~ 1991 JAN 17
VFW Meeting - 6PM JAN 19
Inauguration Day JAN 20
District 6 Meeting ~ Santa Fe JAN 14
Vietnam Peace Day ~ 1973 JAN 27
Panama Campaign Ended ~ 1990 JAN 31

FEBRUARY
National Freedom Day FEB 1
Groundhog Day FEB 2
Four Chaplains Day  FEB 3
USO B-Day   FEB 4
NM VFW Mid-Winter Conf. ~ ABQ FEB 4
Superbowl Party FEB 5
Boy Scouts (USA) Founded ~ 1910 FEB 8
UFC Fight - Holly Holms FEB 11
VFW Auxiliary Meeting - 5:30PM FEB 13
Valentine’s Day FEB 14
Remember the Maine Day FEB 15
VFW Teacher of the Year Award Due FEB 15

January 2017

COMMANDER’S THINK TANK:
I hope that you all had a great Christmas and a very happy New Year. I also hope that 
you got an opportunity to spend time with your family and friends and that these 
past holidays brought you nothing but happiness and great hope for this new year.

As I mentioned before, our membership continues to stay busy, helping Veterans in 
need and staying involved with both our community and with numerous charitable 
organizations. For example, we participated in the Thanksgiving Luncheon 
Committee held at the local American Legion and we were able to provide a monetary 
contribution to help make this annual event a successful one. Also, we participated 
in the Los Alamos Holiday Light Parade in December and after the event, our VFW 
Auxiliary had great food for all of us to enjoy. We also took part in Wreaths Across 
America, a nationwide program which distributes holiday wreaths as a tribute to 
Veterans laid to rest at National Cemeteries and other cemeteries including our 
own Guaje Pines. Further, this past weekend, some of our members attended the 
VFW District 6 Meeting held in Santa Fe and on Saturday, February 4,.  Many of use 
will also be attending the VFW Mid-Winter State Convention in Albuquerque.

On another note, we continue to make improvements at our Post as we try to make 
it a great place for Veterans and their friends to gather and share quality time 
together. One of the improvements is the purchase of a Point of Sale (POS) system 
which we hope to have up-and-running soon. This will help us provide better service 
to our customers and also assist in the administration of our canteen. Also, Victor 
Valenzuela has lead a team of volunteers (Jack Boyd, Sean Beggio, Eli Garcia) to 
help improve our security system, our office, and also the lighting throughout our 
building. Thank you all for all your hard work—we really appreciate it.

Further, I am excited to also announce that we plan to broadcast every UFC Fight 
this calendar year. The next UFC Fight will take place on Saturday, February 11 
where Holly Holm will be fighting for the feather weight title against Germaine “Iron 
Lady” de Randaime (www.ufc.com/event/ufc-208). So if you have not been at our 
post to watch the UFC Fights, I encourage you to attend and bring your friends. They 
are a lot of fun and we provide a great atmosphere to watch a fight.

Please remember to take the time to honor  all those Veterans who have honorably 
served this great country of ours. We need to thank them for their service and their 
sacrifice.  God Bless You wherever you are.

Roger Anaya, Commander

“The cost of Freedom is always high, but Americans have always paid it.
And one path we shall never choose,

and that is the path of surrender, or submission.”

~ President John F. Kennedy ~

VFW MISSION:
The Veterans of Foreign Wars is an organization of war veterans committed to 
ensuring rights,  remembering sacrifices,  promoting patriotism,  performing 
community services and advocating for a strong national defense.

1st Lieutenant John D. Gamble

(505) 662-3506 www.vfw8874.org
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          Phone: (505) 672-0314
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Newsletter Edr. Jason Lott 
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  Victor Valenzuela

AIRFIElD CONSTRuCTION PROjECT:
EXCERPT FROM:  A World War II Memoir by Joe Bergstein (Los Alamos Resident)

This excerpt is from a memoir authored by Joe Bergstein describing his military career, 
specifically his experiences in Bataan during WWII and as a POW of the Japanese 
military. This excerpt occurred in early months of 1943.

Bill Stewart (Stew) looked me up on my first evening at Lipa because he had heard 
I was from McKeesport. He was from Pittsburgh’s South Hills. He became the best 
friend I ever had. We had just received our evening rice and Stew brought a duck 
egg, which he broke and beat up in his canteen cup, and divided over our rice 
rations. A duck egg could be bought from the Filipinos for a month’s pay, so Stew’s 
gift was most generous. It was also very welcome because eggs are rich in protein.

The Nips started paying us, the enlisted men, 3 pesos a month at this camp. 
Our officers received more. It was a gesture toward the Geneva Convention on 
treatment of POWs, which was otherwise completely ignored. We were told that 
we were being paid at the same rate as Nip soldiers of the same rank, but that most 
of our pay was being invested in Japanese war bonds, payable after they won the 
war. As I have mentioned, a month’s pay could buy an egg; or a coconut, or three 
small bananas, or a quarter-kilo of tobacco. Or it could be invested in a surreptitious 
crap game; surreptitious because the Nips did not permit gambling. Being caught 
at it brought the offenders terrible beatings, which I learned one night to my great 
sorrow and greater pain. We were also issued one cigarette a day. I started smoking 
because I figured that if there were any pleasure in it, I had to have it. I cut it into 
four lengths and smoked them in a little cigarette holder I made. I became addicted 
on that one cigarette a day.

The airfield construction project was in its earliest stages when I arrived. Our first 
task was to level the rolling hill country for the runway and ramp areas, digging 
dirt and rocks from high areas and filling low areas.  That was a huge task that 
took us the better part of a year. There were no bulldozers or graders. The work 
was done entirely with hand tools, picks, mattocks, and shovels. Fewer than a fifth 
of the shovels were sturdy American products. The rest were makeshifts with 
flimsy blades that appeared to have been cut from old gasoline drums. We worked 
barefoot. Even those lucky enough to have shoes were forbidden to wear them at 
work. Our feet toughened enough to disregard rocks and protruding roots. We wore 
whatever rags were left of our khakis or one-size-fits-all breechclouts (we called 
them g-strings) issued by the Nips. Some guys wore homemade foot gear we called 
go-aheads around the camp after work. 

For digging out the high areas, we were divided into two-man teams, each with a 
pick and a shovel. Stew and I always worked together. Each team was assigned a 
contract each day, initially 16 cubic meters of dirt to be dug out and shoveled back, 
leaving a strip of level ground one meter wide between the wall in front and the 
loose dirt piled up behind us. The Nip engineers measured the height of the cut 
and then set the width and depth of each contract so that each pair would have 16 
cubic meters to move, leaving a straight wall all along the line for the start of the 
next day’s work. 

The highest contracts were the easiest. We isolated our sector from the contracts on 
either side by cutting a slot down each side with a pick, then undermined it to the 
back edge of the contract leaving two pillars to support it. We left a mound of loose 
earth under the cut so the cut would roll back when it fell, instead of just slumping. 
We took turns cutting out the pillars while the partner on top watched for any sign 
of cracking. If all went well, we just had to shovel back a meter of loose dirt and 
we were finished for the day.  Occasionally the cut did break loose when one of us 
was underneath. When the man on top yelled, a well-developed self-preservation 
instinct enabled the other to get out from under quickly enough to escape injury. No 
one was killed by a fall, but I do remember at least one broken leg, and occasionally 
someone was partially buried and had to be dug out.



AUXILIARY of the VFW:
President:   Nancy Dean         
 Phone: (505) 665-3819
         E-mail: nld@lanl.gov

Sr. Vice Pres: Sally Hales  
        Phone:  
         E-mail:     

Jr. Vice Pres:  Kathy Steck
         Phone:                      
 E-mail: SteckKathy@yahoo.com

Secretary: Patti Remelius
         Phone: (505) 490-3169
         E-mail:    

Treasurer: Margaret “Tita” Garcia
        Phone: (505) 412-2686
         E-mail: GTita65@yahoo.com

Chaplin:   Wendy Lott                 
        Phone: (505) 920-6801 
        E-mail:    WendyLott88@yahoo.com

Conductress: Amanda Giovi
        Phone: 
        E-mail:     

Guard:  David Dover   
        Phone: (505) 231-6369 
        E-mail:    Davidover1993@gmail.com

Patriotic Instr.:  Alicia Garcia         
 Phone: (505) 662-4453 
        E-mail:    agluscious@gmail.com

Historian:  Alicia Garcia    

1st Yr Trustee:   Robert Simpson 
  

2nd Yr Trustee:  Kathy Steck   
 

3rd Yr Trustee:      Louis Rosocha   

NOSE ART OF THE MONTH:  “Gulf Spirit,” 33rd 
Tactical Fighter Wing F-15C Eagle. The small flags 
painted beside the artwork represent the three Iraqi 
aircraft shot down by the aircraft’s pilot, COL Rick 
Parsons, during Operation Desert Storm.

RAggED OlD FlAg
   Johnny Cash  (1974)

I walked through a county courthouse square
On a park bench an old man was sitting there
I said, your old courthouse is kinda run down

He said, naw, it’ll do for our little town
I said, your old flagpole has leaned a little bit

And that’s a ragged old flag you got hanging on it

He said, have a seat, and I sat down
Is this the first time you’ve been to our little town?

I said, I think it is
He said, I don’t like to brag

But we’re kinda proud of that ragged old flag

You see, we got a little hole in that flag there when 
Washington took it across the Delaware

And it got powder-burned the night Francis Scott Key
Sat watching it writing say can you see

And it got a bad rip in New Orleans
With Packingham and Jackson tuggin’ at its seams

And it almost fell at the Alamo
Beside the texas flag, but she waved on though

She got cut with a sword at Chancellorsville
And she got cut again at Shiloh Hill

There was Robert E. Lee, Beauregard, and Bragg
And the south wind blew hard on that ragged old flag

On Flanders field in World War one
She got a big hole from a Bertha gun

She turned blood red in World War Two
She hung limp and low a time or two

She was in Korea and Vietnam
She went where she was sent by Uncle Sam

She waved from our ships upon the Briny foam
And now they’ve about quit waving her back here at home

In her own good land here she’s been abused 
She’s been burned, dishonored, denied, and refused

And the government for which she stands
Is scandalized throughout the land

And she’s getting threadbare and wearing thin
But she’s in good shape for the shape she’s in

‘Cause she’s been through the fire before
And I believe she can take a whole lot more

So we raise her up every morning
We take her down every night

We don’t let her touch the ground and we fold her up right
On second thought, I do like to brag

‘Cause I’m mighty proud of that ragged old flag



CANTEEN:
     Mon~Thu      1PM to at least 8PM
     Fri                    1PM to at least 9PM
     Sat    11AM to at least 8PM
     Sun     12PM to at least 7PM

Happy Hour:    4-6PM  MON~FRI
                      

           DAILY ~ FREE POOL 

Smoking Policy:  Post 8874 is smoke 
free, except for the special smoking 
parlor room located in the entrance loft, 
adjacent to the Canteen.  This includes 
a restriction on vapor cigarettes.    

Canteen Manager:  
         Ashley D’Anna
 Phone: (505) 670-7713
       E-mail: BarMgr@vfw8874.org

Know Your Bartenders:
      David Dover 
         Jason Heidel
 Shawn McCoy 

Pool Tables:  Free Pool Daily

Member’s Pool Table:  
 $2 per person per day

Wireless Internet:  Free
  Ask Bartender for Password

Atomic City Pool League:  
 MONs & TUEs 6:30PM  
     Tony Zukaitis:  (505) 690-3965
 E-mail:   azukaitis@gmail.com

World Tavern Poker:
 Wed (7-9PM) & Suns (3-5PM) 
     Mike Cutler: 
 E-mail:   Bosman.1@netzero.com

Jukebox:  Set Up Your Own Playlist
      www.mytouchtunes.com

Atomic City Transit Dial-A-Ride: 
 Phone:  (505) 661-RIDE

MEDAl OF HONOR ~ CPT FlORENT “FlO” gRObERg
FROM:  www.army.mil/medalofhonor/groberg/

Retired U.S. Army Capt. Florent “Flo” Groberg was born in Poissy, France, May 8, 
1983.  Groberg became a naturalized U.S. citizen, Feb. 27, 2001, and graduated from 
Walter Johnson High School in Bethesda, Md., in June of the same year.

Groberg attended the University of Maryland, College Park (UMD) and competed in 
varsity track and cross country.  In May 2006, Groberg graduated from UMD with a 
bachelor’s degree in criminology and criminal justice.

Groberg entered the Army in July 2008 and attended 
Officer Candidate School at Fort Benning, Ga. He received 
his commission as an infantry officer, Dec. 4, 2008.  After 
completing Infantry Officer Basic Course, Mechanized 
Leaders Course, U.S. Army Airborne and U.S. Army 
Ranger Schools, he was assigned to the 4th Infantry 
Division at Fort Carson, Colo., as a platoon leader.

In November 2009, he deployed to Afghanistan as part of 
Task Force Lethal, with responsibility for the Pech River 
Valley in Afghanistan’s Kunar Province. Upon returning 
home in June 2010, he continued serving as a platoon 
leader until he was reassigned as an infantry company 
executive officer from October 2010 to November 2011.  
He was then assigned as the brigade personal security detachment commander 
for 4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division. He deployed again 
to Kunar Province, Afghanistan, in February of 2012, with Task Force Mountain 
Warrior.  He was promoted to captain in July 2012.

As a result of his actions, Groberg sustained the loss of 45 to 50 percent of his left 
calf muscle with significant nerve damage, a blown eardrum, and a mild traumatic 
brain injury.  Groberg spent his recovery at Walter Reed National Military Medical 
Center from August 2012 through May 2015. He was medically retired from 
Company B Warriors, Warrior Transition Battalion, as a captain, July 23, 2015.

On the morning of Aug. 8, 2012, U.S. Army Capt. Florent Groberg served as a personal 
security detachment (PSD) commander for Task Force Mountain Warrior -- responsible 
for the safety of 28 coalition and Afghan National Army (ANA) personnel, including 
several principals: 2 brigade commanders, 2 battalion commanders, the brigade command 
sergeant major, a battalion command sergeant major and an ANA battalion commander.

The patrol’s escort mission included moving on foot from Forward Operating Base Fiaz 
to the provincial governor’s compound in Asadabad, Kunar, Afghanistan for a weekly 
security meeting.  As the patrol advanced toward the governor’s compound, they reached 
the choke point along the route, a small bridge spanning a canal feeding the Kunar River. 
The patrol halted near the bridge as two motorcycles approached from the opposite 
direction. The motorcyclists began crossing the bridge, but stopped midway before 
dismounting and retreating in the opposite direction.

As the patrol observed the motorcyclists, Groberg also spotted a lone individual near 
the left side of the formation, walking backwards in the direction of the patrol.  The 
individual did not cause immediate alarm as there were other local civilians in the area.

However, when the individual made an abrupt turn toward the formation, Groberg 
rushed the suspect and shoved him away from the patrol. Groberg then immediately 
confirmed the individual was wearing a suicide vest, and with the help of Sgt. Andrew 
Mahoney, a fellow Soldier with the PSD, grabbed the suicide bomber, physically driving 
him away from the formation and down to the ground.

While on the ground, the bomber’s explosive vest detonated. The explosion caused a 
second suicide bomber, who remained hidden behind a small structure near the road, to 
detonate his vest prematurely. Most of the blast of the second bomber’s suicide vest went 
straight into a building, adjacent to the patrol.

Groberg’s actions disrupted both bombers from detonating as planned, saving the 
majority of lives he was charged with protecting.

     CPT Florent Groberg



MEMBERSHIP:
     VFW 145 (133 Life)

RECRUITING:
A healthy organization continues 
to grow and recruit new members, 
which brings in new ideas and energy.  
By actively engaging new members, 
we ensure the future of our honored 
organization, strengthen our cause, 
and better perform our mission.  
Each of us should be reaching out to 
fellow veterans to encourage their 
membership and have a goal of 
recruiting at least one new member 
per year.  If you are aware of someone 
who may be interested, please contact 
one of the post officers.  

NMDOH & NMDVS PROPOSE STREAMlININg STATE 
VETERANS HOME:
Santa Fe, NM – Today (JAN 5, 2017), the New Mexico Department of Veterans 
Services (NMDVS) and the New Mexico Department of Health (NMDOH) proposed 
streamlining the State Veterans Home in Truth or Consequences to improve 
services for New Mexico’s veterans. The proposal, if approved by the legislature, 
will move management of the State Veterans Home from DOH to DVS, aligning both 
state and federal resources to better serve veterans.
 

“The Department of Health and Department of Veterans Services have had a long-
standing working relationship and have developed this plan to serve our veterans 
and their families in the best way possible,” said Governor Susana Martinez. “This 
transition takes an important step to improve government efficiency by ensuring that 
we are better utilizing our resources.”
 

The care veterans receive at the state veterans’ home will be further enhanced by 
allowing the NMDVS to utilize its connections with the VA Health Care System, the 
VA regional benefits office, and other organizations that serve veterans. The move 
also brings New Mexico in line with the model used by most states in the nation of 
management of state veterans’ homes by state veterans’ departments instead of by 
state health departments.
 

NMDVS Secretary Jack Fox said that day-to-day operations at the veterans home 
will not be affected by the change. “Because our sole mission is service for all veterans 
in New Mexico, we will rely on the current facility administration and staff to continue 
its excellent level of service for the residents to help us fulfill our mandate of ‘Serving 
Those Who Served.’”
 

Secretary Fox also said that current facility director Colleen Rundell and her entire 
administrative staff will not only remain, but are looking forward to becoming an 
integral part of the NMDVS. “We’ve had an excellent relationship with Colleen ever 
since she assumed the director’s position this past February,” Fox said. “We look 
forward to having her leadership for many more years to come.” 
 

NMDOH Secretary Lynn Gallagher and NMDVS Secretary Jack Fox are scheduled 
to meet with state veterans’ home residents, staff, legislators, and local community 
leaders this week to discuss the transition plan.  In order for the change to take 
effect, state lawmakers will have to pass legislation during the upcoming legislative 
session to make changes to state statute.  
 

The New Mexico State Veterans’ Home is located on sixteen acres and offers 
135 nursing home and ten assisted-living beds. The state-of-the-art facility was 
established as the state’s only state veterans home in 1985.
 

In May of 2015, the VA awarded a $17.1 million grant to the facility for the 
construction of a 59-bed expansion project to include a 39-bed Alzheimer’s unit, 
a 20-bed Skilled Nursing Unit, a new rehabilitation section for inpatient and 
outpatient services, and a new pool.



VETERAN AFFAIRS:
Benefits Information & Assistance
  (800) 827-1000

Health Care (877) 222-8387
Edu/Training  (888) 442-4551
VA Life Ins. (800) 669-8477
Office of SGLI (800) 419-1473
CHAM PVA (800) 733-8387
Helpline (Agent Orange/Gulf War)
  (800) 749-8387
Direct Deposit (877) 838-2778
Headstones (800) 697-6947
Device for Deaf (800) 829-4833

VFW’S CODE OF ETHICS:
•  Act in a professional manner at all 

times;
• Promote an environment where 

honesty and open communication 
are valued;

• Resolve differences of opinion in a 
professional and mature manner;

• Respect the confidentiality of 
privileged information;

• Refuse to engage in or tolerate 
any form of discrimination or 
harassment toward members, 
employees, volunteers or other 
officers;

•  Exhibit respect and fairness 
toward all people;

•  Speak highly of the organization 
and its members; and

• Promote VFW and support the 
activities of the organization.

Jack Boyd (VFW Post 8874), his wife Maddie, and their dog Zihna visit the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial in Angle Fire, NM for Veterans Day.

LOOKING FOR YOU!!!
~ IF YOU HAVEN’T BEEN BY IN WHILE ~

~ PLEASE STOP BY! ~ 

~ WE ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO VISIT EACH WEEK ~

SIRPHEy:
Burned out. Even our favorite meals from our favorite restaurants can sometimes 
strike us as dull and flat, or we find ourselves bemoaning the lack of variety in our 
food options. And often, we settle for something easy but uninspiring from the 
market.

Sirphey is a new food-tech company looking to solve this problem and to 
revolutionize the way we think of restaurants, in general.  From their daily-changing, 
curated menu to their easy-to-use website, Sirphey brings authentic flavors from 
around the world to your fingertips.

And it’s incredibly easy:

• Visit www.Sirphey.com;
• View the menu and make a selection; and
• Choose a delivery/pickup time.

It’s that simple. The food, made fresh by professional 
chefs, each morning, will be chilled and either 
delivered right to your door or held for pickup at 
Sirphey’s Deacon Street location (at the VFW).

For the busy lunch crowd, Sirphey is providing fresh, hot takeout 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
For dinner, one has the option to pick a time slot during which chilled food will be 
delivered to one’s doorstep.

Aiming to not only provide convenience, variety, and affordability to its customers, 
the company seeks to “do things right” in all realms of the business – sourcing 
food from local farms whenever possible, using only sustainable and eco-friendly 
packaging, providing employees a living wage, and allocating a portion of its 
proceeds to local nonprofits.

Sirphey is the brainchild of local entrepreneur, Prashant Jain (PJ), and celebrity 
chef/restauranteur, Paddy Rawal.  Jain has wanted to launch a similar concept 
for years, and after moving to Los Alamos for a postdoctoral fellowship, he fell in 
love with the town and knew it would be the perfect place to launch the company. 
And after Rawal joined the company, bringing years of experience from around the 
world, the two knew they simply had to move forward with Sirphey, a new concept 
that seamlessly blends food and technology.

For more information, visit the company’s website and social media accounts 
(Facebook, Twitter and Instagram).



Folds of the Flag
FROM:  www.legion.org/flag/folding

• The 1st fold is a symbol of life.
• The 2nd fold is a symbol of our belief 

in eternal life.
• The 3rd fold is made in honor and 

remembrance of the veteran departing 
our ranks, and who gave a portion 
of his/her life for the defense of our 
country to attain peace throughout 
the world.

• The 4th fold represents our weaker 
nature; as American citizens trusting 
in God, it is to Him we turn in times 
of peace, as well as in times of war, for 
His divine guidance.

• The 5th fold is a tribute to our country, 
for in the words of Stephen Decatur, 
“Our country, in dealing with other 
countries, may she always be right, but 
it is still our country, right or wrong.”

• The 6th fold is for where our hearts 
lie. It is with our heart that we 
pledge allegiance to the flag of the 
United States of America, and to the 
republic for which it stands, one 
nation under God, indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all.

• The 7th fold is a tribute to our armed 
forces, for it is through the armed 
forces that we protect our country and 
our flag against all enemies, whether 
they be found within or without the 
boundaries of our republic.

• The 8th fold is a tribute to the one who 
entered into the valley of the shadow 
of death, that we might see the light 
of day, and to honor our mother, for 
whom it flies on Mother’s Day.

• The 9th fold is a tribute to womanhood, 
for it has been through their faith, 
love, loyalty and devotion that the 
character of the men and women who 
have made this country great have 
been molded.

• The 10th fold is a tribute to father, 
for he, too, has given his sons and 
daughters for the defense of our 
country since he/she was first born.

• The 11th fold, in the eyes of Hebrew 
citizens, represents the lower portion 
of the seal of King David and King 
Solomon and glorifies, in their eyes, 
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

• The 12th fold, in the eyes of a Christian 
citizen, represents an emblem of 
eternity and glorifies, in their eyes, 
God the Father, the Son & Holy Ghost.

• When the flag is completely folded, the 
stars are uppermost, reminding us of 
our national motto “In God We Trust.”

NMDVS SANTA FE-bASED VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER 
MOVES TO NEW OFFICE lOCATION:
FROM:  New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services

(SANTA FE, NM)—The office of the Santa Fe-based Veterans Service Officer of 
the New Mexico Department of Veterans’ Services (NMDVS) has moved to a new 
location.

Effective Tuesday, December 6, NMDVS Veterans Service Officer Jeff George’s 
office will be located on the second floor of the Santa Fe Workforce Connection 
building at 301 W. De Vargas Street. 

As with all sixteen NMDVS field offices statewide, walk-ins are welcome—but 
veterans, spouses, or eligible widows of deceased veterans needing assistance 
with VA or state veterans’ benefits are encouraged to schedule an appointment by 
contacting Mr. George at jeff.george@state.nm.us or (505) 827-7492. 

“This new location provides us a better opportunity to serve the veterans and their 
dependents in the Santa Fe area,” said NMDVS Secretary Jack Fox. “It is still centrally 
located--but offers better parking, and should make for a much better experience for 
those who need our services.”
 

There is free parking provided in the building’s parking lot, as well as metered 
parking along Sandoval Street.

The NMDVS State Veterans Benefits and the Finance/Accounting divisions 
remain in their current location in the Bataan Memorial Building.  The NMDVS 
Office of the Cabinet Secretary also remains at its current location at 406 Don 
Gaspar Ave. 

According to the latest data from the VA, 10,678 veterans live in Santa Fe County, 
ranking it fourth for veteran population among the state’s 33 counties.

NEW CONgRESS STARTS by PASSINg VETS bIllS:
FROM:  VFW Action Corps e-newsletter (JAN 6, 2017)

On Tuesday (JAN 3, 2017), shortly after the opening of the 115th Congress, the 
House of Representatives passed its first two pieces of legislation, H.R. 27 and 
H.R. 28 –– both veterans bills. H.R. 27, the Ensuring VA Employee Accountability 
Act will require that a copy of reprimands or admonishments are retained in 
a VA employee’s permanent record. H.R. 28, the Biological Implant Tracking 
and Veteran Safety Act of 2017, directs the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
adopt and implement a standard identification protocol for use in the tracking 
and procurement of biological implants. Both bills will need to pass the Senate 
before becoming law. On Wednesday (JAN 4, 2017), the House passed H.J. Res. 3, 
which approves the selection of a location for a memorial to commemorate and 
honor the members of the Armed Forces who served on active duty in support of 
Operation Desert Storm or Operation Desert Shield. H.J. Res. 3 moves the VFW 
closer to fulfilling VFW Resolution 305, which was passed at our 115th National 
Convention. The Senate must also pass this resolution before final approval by the 
President.

NEW MExICO lOTTERy:
The Los Alamos 
VFW is now an 
authorized retail 
location for the New 
Mexico Lottery.  In 
addition to Bingo, 
you may play 
Powerball, Mega 

Millions, Hot Lotto Sizzler, Roadrunner Cash, and Pick 
3.  If you purchase these at the VFW, and you win, the 
VFW also wins as the retailer selling the ticket.



CONTACTS:
 

Post 8874 VFW/Canteen Phone:  
 (505) 662-3506
 VFW8874@qwestoffice.net

VFW ~ Dept of New Mexico
             vfwnmhq@gmail.com

VFW ~ National Headquarters
             (202) 543-2239

NM Veterans’ Service Officer:  
 Jeff George
      (505) 346-4810
     jeff.george@state.nm.us

NM VFW Service Officer (NVS):
 Cynthia Archuleta
 (505) 346-4881
 cynthia.archuleta@va.gov

VFW Tactical Assessment Center:
 24-hour help line for questions
 & concerns w/VA entitlements
 (800) VFW-1899

Santa Fe Veterans Counseling Center
 Phil Chavez
 (505) 988-6562 
 phillip.chavez2@va.gov

Disabled American Veteran (DAV) 
Service:  Provides free rides to 
veterans Tuesday thru Thursday to 
and from the Albuquerque Veterans 
Administration Hospital.  

     Merejildo Ortega        
 (505) 351-4405

     Bernardo Jaramillo   
 (505) 753-5594
        (505) 927-3529

     Hospital Service Coordinator
 (800) 465-8262 x2821

OPERATION DESERT STORM:
FROM:  www.ushistory.org

The first major foreign crisis for the United States after the end of the Cold War 
presented itself in August 1990. Saddam Hussein, the dictator of Iraq, ordered his 
army across the border into tiny Kuwait. This was no ordinary act of aggression. 
Iraq’s army was well equipped. The United States had provided massive military 
aid to Iraq during their eight-year war with Iran, giving them the fourth largest 
army in the world.

Kuwait was a major supplier of 
oil to the United States. The Iraqi 
takeover posed an immediate threat 
to neighboring Saudi Arabia, another 
major exporter of oil. If Saudi Arabia 
fell to Saddam, Iraq would control one-
fifth of the world’s oil supply. All eyes 
were on the White House, waiting 
for a response. President Bush, who 
succeeded President Reagan, stated 
simply: “This will not stand.”

In the last months of 1990, the United 
States participated in the defense of 
Saudi Arabia in a deployment known 
as Operation Desert Shield.  Over 
500,000 American troops were placed in Saudi Arabia in case of an Iraqi attack 
on the Saudis. The U.S. further sought multilateral support in the United Nations 
Security Council. Traditionally, Iraq was an ally of the Soviet Union, who held a veto 
power over any potential UN military action. Looking westward for support for 
their dramatic internal changes, the USSR did not block the American plan. The UN 
condemned Iraq and helped form a coalition to fight Saddam militarily.

Bush, remembering the lessons of 
Vietnam, sought public support as 
well.  Although there were scant 
opponents of the conflict, the vast 
majority of Americans and a narrow 
majority of the Congress supported 
the President’s actions. When all the 
forces were in place, the United States 
issued an ultimatum to Saddam 
Hussein: leave Kuwait by January 
15,1991 or face a full attack by the multinational force.

January 15 came and went with no response from the Iraqis.  The next night Desert 
Shield became Desert Storm.  Bombing sorties pummeled Iraq’s military targets 
for the next several weeks.  On many days there were over 2500 such missions.  Iraq 
responded by launching Scud missiles at American military barracks in Saudi Arabia 
and Israel.  Attacking Israel was a stratagem to persuade all the neighboring Arab 
nations to join the Iraqi cause.  After intense diplomatic pressure and negotiation, 
the Arab nations remained in opposition to Iraq.

On February 24, the ground war began.  Although the bombing lasted for weeks, 
American ground troops declared Kuwait liberated just 100 hours after the ground 
attack was initiated. American foot soldiers moved through Kuwait and entered 
southern Iraq.  This posed a dilemma for the United States.  The military objectives 
were complete, but Saddam, the perpetrator of the rape of Kuwait, was still ruling 
Iraq from Baghdad. President Bush feared that the allies would not support the 
occupation of Baghdad.  Concerns were raised that if Saddam’s regime were toppled, 
the entire nation could disintegrate into a civil war.  Soon Iraq agreed to terms for a 
ceasefire, and the conflict subsided.

Continued on Next Page



REPRESENTATION:

President Donald Trump
 Website:     www.whitehouse.gov
 Phone:        (202) 456-1111
 Address:    The White House
  1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
  Washington, DC 20500

Senator Tom Udall
          Website:  www.tomudall.senate.gov
          Phone:    (202) 224-6621
          Address:  110 Hart Senate Off. Bldg
             Washington DC, 20510

Senator Martin Heinrich
          Phone:     (202) 224-5521
          Address:   B40D Dirksen Senate Office Bld
             Washington, DC 20510

Rep. Ben Ray Luján
          Website:   www.lujan.house.gov
          Phone:     (202) 225-6190
          Address:   330 Cannon HOB
              Washington, D.C. 20515

Governor Susana Martinez
          Phone:      (505) 476-2200
          Address:   490 Old Santa Fe Trail, Rm400
               Santa Fe, NM 87501

Sen. Richard C. Martinez
          Phone:      (505) 929-0125
          E-mail:       richard.martinez@nmlegis.gov
          Address:   Box 762 
              Espanola, NM 87532  

NM Rep. Stephanie G. Richard
          Phone:     (505) 500-4343
          E-mail:      stephanie.garciarichard@nmlegis.gov
          Address:  P.O. Box 4657 
                              Los Alamos, NM 87544

Los Alamos County Council           
          Phone:     (505) 663-1750
          E-mail:      countycouncil@lacnm.us
          Address:  1000 Central  Ave., Suite 350
                               Los Alamos, NM  87544

Continuation from Previous Page

Iraq did not leave Kuwait untouched.  Millions of dollars of valuables were plundered 
by the occupying troops.  As Iraq retreated, they detonated explosives at many of 
Kuwait’s oil wells.  The disaster to the environment grew as Iraq dumped oil into the 
Persian Gulf.  The costs were enormous, and casualty figure staggering. Although 
estimates range in the hundreds of thousands of Iraqi deaths, only 148 Americans 
were killed in the battle.  This was primarily because of the technological advances 
of the United States.

The Persian Gulf War was a 
television event. CNN broadcast 
round-the-clock coverage of 
unfolding events.  Americans 
saw footage from cameras 
placed on smart bombs as they 
struck Iraqi targets. The stealth 
fighter, designed to avoid radar 
detection was put into use for 
the first time. General Norman Schwarzkopf and General Colin Powell became 
household names as citizens watched their direction of the conflict.

The United States passed its first test of the post-Cold War world. Skillful 
diplomacy proved that the United Nations could be used as an instrument of force 
when necessary. Although Moscow did not contribute troops to the operation, they 
gave tacit approval for the attack.  The potential for multinational cooperation 
was demonstrated. The largest American military operation since Vietnam was 
completed with smashing success.  Most Americans felt confident in their military 
and technological edge once more.  President Bush promptly declared that the 
“new world order had begun.”

FREE CIVIl lEgAl ADVICE FOR VETERANS:
~ JAN 10 ~ MAR 14 ~ JUN 13  SEP 12 ~

Enrolled Veterans of the New Mexico VA Health Care System (NMVAHCS) with 
legal questions on civil matters will have an opportunity to receive free consultation 
with licensed New Mexico attorneys and other legal professionals. 

The clinic offers free legal advice about topics such as consumer rights, bankruptcy, 
landlord tenant issues, foreclosure, and employment. Veterans may also bring 
their questions regarding family law; including divorce, child support, custody and 
visitation. The clinic does not handle wills or estate planning.

Veterans are encouraged to bring with them any documents relating to their legal 
issues. This clinic is the result of a collaborative effort by NMVAHCS and the State 
Bar of New Mexico Young Lawyers Division, as well as other legal service providers 
and community providers from around the state.

The clinics are held at the New Mexico Veterans Memorial, 1100 Louisiana Blvd. 
S.E., Albuquerque, NM.  The clinics are offered the second Tuesday of scheduled 
months, except for federal holidays.  For questions please contact Lisa Anderson, 
Veterans Justice Outreach Specialist, at (505) 908-0383.



VFW MISSION:  
To foster camaraderie among United 
States Veterans of overseas conflicts. 
To serve our veterans, the military, 
and our communities. To advocate on 
behalf of all veterans. 

VFW VISION: 
Ensure that veterans are respected 
for their service, always receive 
their earned entitlements, and are 
recognized for the sacrifices they and 
their loved ones have made on behalf 
of this great country. 

VFW PURPOSE: 
The purpose of this corporation 
are fraternal, patriotic, historical, 
charitable, and educational and are; to 
preserve and strengthen comradeship 
among its members; to assist their 
widows and orphans; to maintain 
true allegiance to the Government of 
the United States, and fidelity to its 
Constitution and laws; to foster true 
patriotism; to maintain and extend 
the institutions of American freedom; 
and to preserve and defend the United 
States from all enemies.

VFW CORE VALUES:
• Always put the interests of our 

members first  
• Treat donors as partners in our 

cause 
• Promote patriotism
• Honor military service
• Ensure the care of veterans and 

their families 
• Serve our communities
• Promote a positive image of the 

VFW
• Respect the diversity of veteran 

opinions 

VFW PRIORITIES: 

• VA/DOD Budgets
• Work Force Dev./Accountability
• Health Care
• Compensation & Benefits 
• Education, Employment & 

Transition Assistance
• Defense & Homeland Security
• Military Quality of Life
• POW/MIA

NM NATIONAl guARD:
FROM:  www.nationalguard.mil/About-the-Guard/Today-in-Guard-History/May/

May 9, 1916:  Two months to the day after “Pancho” Villa and his rebel followers 
raided the town of Columbus, NM, a Presidential order places the National 
Guards of New Mexico, Arizona and Texas into federal service. Four days earlier, 
several hundred Mexican raiders overran the small hamlets of Glenn Springs and 
Boquillas, Texas in the remote Big Bend country, where a small cavalry detachment 
was stationed. The May 5 raid left four dead and two injured. The clash took several 
days to report to the closest post at Marfa, TX. Given this news, the Department of 
War realized it faced a critical shortage of Soldiers in the area. With the “Punitive 
Expedition” led by Brig. Gen. John J. Pershing consuming several thousand troops 
in the state of Chihuahua, Mexico in the aftermath of the Villa attack, and hundreds 
of others stationed outside the continental United States, the Border region required 
further stabilization through the immediate presence of these regional National 
Guards.

     USS Los Alamos (AFDB-7) at Holy Loch, Scotland during the 1980s

AuxIlIARy NEWS:
The VFW Post 8874 Auxiliary donated $250 for Wreaths Across 
America this year.  The Auxiliary is also seeking members who are 
interested in becoming officers.  The Auxiliary meets at 5:30pm, 
every second Monday of each month.



bATAAN MEMORIAl DEATH MARCH ~ MARCH 19, 2017:
The Bataan Memorial Death March is a challenging march through the high desert 
terrain of the White Sands Missile Range. The memorial march is conducted in honor of 
the heroic service members who defended the Philippine Islands during World War II, 
sacrificing their freedom, health, and, in many cases, their very lives.

Held annually since 1990, this is a full marathon, with 
a 15 mi (24 km) route for those who do not wish to 
complete the full course. Covering paved road and 
sandy trails, it is regarded by Marathon Guide as one 
of the top 30 marathons in the U.S.

The race is open to all members of the public, though 
a significant portion of the participants are members 
of military units of the U.S. and foreign armed forces 
and their families. Civilians usually run in the full 
marathon, which is timed with awards though not 
certified by USA Track and Field. Several surviving 
Bataan prisoners usually await the competitors to congratulate them on completing the 
grueling march. Many injured veterans including some amputees attend to march as well.

The race continues all day, with the slowest marchers taking over 12 hours to complete 
the course.

In 2011, a record 6,300 marchers participated in 2011 in both the marathon and the 
15.4 mi (24.8 km) course. In 2012 over 7,000 marchers competed and due to the heat 
and conditions 2012 became the most medicated march yet. In 2013, conditions were 
such that a weather advisory was put out to the 5,800 participants to reconsider running 
the race if they had not trained in the heat or at higher altitudes and that officials were 
considering altering or canceling the event.

There are two individual categories (“light” and “heavy”) and one team category, and 
two divisions: civilian and military. In the light category, runners may wear standard 
distance-running apparel; in the heavy division they must carry a minimum of 35 lb (16 
kg) in rucksacks or backpacks in addition to any consumables. Military entrants must 
wear their Army Combat Uniform (ACUs) or other service equivalent uniform.

A team must include exactly 5 people, and only finishes the race if all members finish 
together, on the principle that one does not leave teammates behind.

VFW MEMBER’S 
OBLIGATION:
In the presence of Almighty God - 
and the members of this order here 
assembled - I (Your Name), do of my 
own free will and accord, solemnly 
promise and declare that:

• I will bear true allegiance - to the 
Constitution of the United States 
of America - and I will always be 
loyal thereto.

• I do further solemnly promise and 
declare - that I will comply with 
the Congressional Charter - By-
Laws and Ritual of this Order - and 
I will always be loyal thereto - that 
I will never wrong or defraud 
this organization - nor a member 
thereof - nor permit any wrong to 
be done to either - if in my power 
to prevent it.

• I will never propose for 
membership - any person not 
eligible - nor one whom I know to 
be unworthy.

• I will never make known to anyone 
- not authorized to receive it - any 
of the work of this order.

• Should my affiliation - with the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States - cease in any way 
- I will consider this pledge - as 
binding outside of the order - as 
though I had remained a member 
of same.

• All this I promise and pledge - upon 
the honor of a true comrade - and a 
citizen of our great republic.

VETERAN ExEMPTION FOR PROPERTy TAxES:
The New Mexico Veteran’s Service Commission determines all eligibility and 
issues a certificate to all qualifying veterans.  This certificate may be used to 
claim the New Mexico Property Tax Exemption. Once the exemption is claimed, it is 
retained for subsequent years without having to reapply.  Veterans with certificates 
should apply for exemption with the Assessor.  Veterans have 30 days after the 
official mail date of their Notice of Value to apply. Surviving spouses may receive the 
exemption if they qualify with the New Mexico Veteran’s Service Commission.  For 
more information, call the Veterans Service Commission in Santa Fe at (505) 827-
6354 or (505) 827-6374.



ARMY Values:  
 Loyalty
 Duty 
 Respect
 Selfless Service
 Honor
 Integrity
 Personal Courage

NAVY Core Values:  
 Honor
 Courage
 Commitment

MARINE Corps Values:  
 Honor
 Courage
 Commitment

COAST GUARD Values:  
 Honor
 Respect
 Devotion to Duty

AIR FORCE Values:  
 Integrity First
 Service Before Self
 Excellence In All We Do

NEWSLETTER:
If you are not currently receiving this 
newsletter and would like to be added 
to the e-mail distribution, please 
contact Jason Lott at woubuft@gmail.
com.  Additionally, if you would like 
to submit an article or photo, please 
contact Jason at this e-mail address. 

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
VFW MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 

~ 3rd THURSDAY of each MONTH at 6PM! ~ 

HONOR A NATIONAl TREASuRE:  uSS lOS AlAMOS:
FROM:  Proceedings of the Naval Institute (AUG 2016), by V. Brian D’Andrea

The name “Los Alamos” is iconic in the lexicon of Americana, conjuring visions 
of brilliant men and women working in secret on world-changing science. The 
community of Los Alamos, New Mexico, is the embodiment of the best in people: 
honor, duty, country, and service, which is why so many New Mexico residents 
support efforts to name a U.S. submarine Los Alamos.

What started with a few dedicated individuals quickly has grown from a grass 
roots campaign into a statewide groundswell of support from residents, politicians, 
the military community, and those who have dedicated their lives to developing 
deterrence weaponry at Los Alamos National Laboratory.  The submarine-naming 
request has received robust and enthusiastic support from the U.S. Congress as 
well as the state and local legislatures.  In addition to the political support received 
to date, numerous individuals and organizations also staunchly back the naming 
effort.

For more than 70 years, Los Alamos has been a remarkable contributor to the 
advancement, strength, and success of the U.S. Navy. Steeped in tradition, the 
scientists, engineers, technicians, and skilled labor of the Los Alamos community 
designed, tested, and certified nuclear deterrents that tipped the scales and helped 
end the Cold War.  No community of comparable size has or continues to have such 
a dramatic impact on our national security and global stability.

The nuclear age began in Los Alamos. It was at the forefront of creating the 
labyrinth of nuclear technologies for powering ships, deterring aggression, and 
ending wars. It is best known as the birthplace of the Manhattan Project, which 
developed the nuclear technology that brought the deadliest war in human history 
to an abrupt conclusion.

Today, Los Alamos and the surrounding communities remain involved in fulfilling 
the ever-evolving scientific and engineering needs of the U.S. Navy by continuing 
to develop innovative technologies, tools, and processes. The people of these 
communities provided the scientific basis for the creation of the Navy’s nuclear-
propulsion systems. Today, Los Alamos experts routinely certify the nation’s 
nuclear stockpile for reliability, including the entire sea-based deterrent on board 
U.S. Navy submarines. The dedication and experience of this rare group of people 
have been key contributors to the U.S. Navy’s superior presence worldwide.

A final thought on the ship-naming process:  The community of Los Alamos is 
much like a Navy community—one where the whole is much more than the sum of 
its parts. Naming a nuclear submarine after a community that has been built on 
the premise of protecting and serving the people of the United States seems quite 
fitting and right. Almost no other place is so entwined with our nuclear history than 
Los Alamos.

For more information please contact the USS Los Alamos Committee at 
usslosalamoscommittee@gmail.com or www.facebook.com/USSLosAlamos/.

USS Santa Fe



SHOW SUPPORT BY:
Flying Your Flag:  Support our 
defenders by flying the U.S. Flag, 
especially on all patriotic holidays.

Voting:  Your vote makes a difference! 
Exercise the freedoms our veterans 
have fought for throughout history.

Volunteering:  Pay a visit to a lonely 
or ailing veteran in your community to 
let them know they are not forgotten.

Reaching Out:  Write a letter to a 
service member stationed overseas 
or help out a military family in your 
community.

Educating America’s Youth:  Help 
educate America’s youth on the 
importance of our American history 
and patriotism.

Getting Involved:  Remind others 
why we must protect and honor 
fellow veterans. 

Speaking Out:  America’s young 
people need to understand what 
service to our country means.  

Writing:  Send a letter to your local 
newspaper to remind your fellow 
citizens that freedom is not free.

Lobbying:  Learn about key battles 
veterans are facing and make your 
opinion heard on Capitol Hill.  

Supporting Our Troops:  Get involved 
with VFW Post sponsored programs 
such as Homecoming Events, parades, 
service programs, fund raisers and 
visits to hospitalized veterans.

Hiring a Fellow Veteran:  Veterans 
looking to hire an employee can give 
a fellow hero a job.

KuWAIT lIbERATION MEDAl (SAuDI ARAbIA):
From:  Wikipedia - en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuwait_Liberation_Medal_(Saudi_Arabia)

The Naut Tahrir al-Kuwait (Medal for the Liberation of Kuwait) was instituted 
by King Fahd ibn Abdulaziz of Saudi Arabia for service during the Liberation of 
Kuwait campaign.

The Saudi Arabian version of the Kuwait Liberation 
Medal is awarded to members of the Coalition Forces 
who participated in Operation Desert Storm and the 
liberation of Kuwait between the dates of January 17, 
1991 and February 28, 1991.

It is considered rarer than the Kuwaiti version of the 
medal, because it recognizes service in a relatively 
short period of time (only a few weeks) whereas the 
Kuwaiti version of the medal is granted for service 
over three years. The Saudi version is also senior in 
precedence, owing to its having been authorized for 
several years before the Kuwaiti version was offered.

The Saudi version of the Kuwait Liberation Medal 
consists of a silver star of fifteen rounded points (with 
shorter rounded points between them) surmounted 
by a gilt medallion which contains a wreath tied at its 
based and a crown at its top.  In the center of the gilt 
medallion is a silver representation of the Earth, over 
which is superimposed a gilt representation of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Above the gilt medallion are the crossed swords and palm 
tree taken from the Royal Cypher.  Beneath the gilt medallion is a swallow-tailed 
scroll with its ends folded back and point upward so they follow the contour of the 
gilt medallion. On the scroll are the words, LIBERATION OF KUWAIT in English, 
and the same inscription above it in Arabic.

The ribbon bar to the medal bears a gilt device consisting of crossed swords (point 
up) superimposed over a palm tree.  This device is taken from the Royal Cypher.  
The device is not used on the suspension ribbon to the actual medal.

Service must have been performed in support of Operation Desert Storm and the 
Liberation of Kuwait, between January 17, 1991 to February 28, 1991. Eligible 
areas include:

• The Persian Gulf
• The Red Sea
• That portion of the Arabian Sea that lies north of 10 degrees north latitude and 

west of 68 degrees east longitude
• The Gulf of Aden
• The total areas of Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Bahrain, Qatar, and the 

United Arab Emirates

In addition, those personnel must have:

• Been attached to or regularly serving for one or more days with an organization 
participating in ground and/or shore operations;

• Been attached to or regularly serving for one or more days aboard a naval 
vessel directly supporting military operations;

• Actually participated as a crew member in one or more aerial flights supporting 
military operations in the areas designated above; or,

• Served on temporary duty for 30 consecutive days during the qualifying 
period.  Note: That time limitation may be waived for personnel who actually 
participated in combat operations. 



JOINING THE 

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS

VFW HISTORY:
The VFW traces its roots back to 1899 when veterans of the Spanish-American War (1898) and the Philippine Insurrection 
(1899-1902) founded local organizations to secure rights and benefits for their service: Many arrived home wounded or 
sick. There was no medical care or veterans’ pension for them,and they were left to care for themselves. 

In their misery, some of these veterans banded together and formed organizations with what would become known as 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. After chapters were formed in Ohio, Colorado and Pennsylvania, the 
movement quickly gained momentum. By 1915, membership grew to 5,000; by 1936, membership was almost 200,000. 

Since then, the VFW’s voice had been instrumental in establishing the Veterans Administration, creating a GI Bill for the 
20th century, the development of the national cemetery system and the fight for compensation for Vietnam vets exposed 
to Agent Orange and for veterans diagnosed with Gulf War Syndrome. In 2008, VFW won a long-fought victory with the 
passing of a GI Bill for the 21st Century, giving expanded educational benefits to America’s active-duty service members, 
and members of the Guard and Reserves, fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Annually, the nearly 1.9 million members of the VFW and its Auxiliaries contribute more than 8.6 million hours of 
volunteerism in the community, including participation in Make A Difference Day and National Volunteer Week. 

VFW MEMBERSHIP:
If you are a U.S. Citizen who has served honorably in the Armed Forces and has served in an overseas conflict, you are 
eligible to become a member of the VFW.  If you have received a campaign medal for overseas service; have served 30 
consecutive or 60 non-consecutive days in Korea; or have ever received hostile fire or imminent danger pay, then you’re 
also eligible to join our ranks. You can join us even if you are still serving in the military. The VFW counts over 75,000 active-
duty, Reserve and National Guard service members among our elite membership.

APPLICATIONS:  
Please submit a copy of your eligibility documentation (DD-214, awards, etc.) and at least your first month’s dues to the 
John D. Gamble VFW Post in Los Alamos, or you may apply on line at:  www.vfw.org/oms/NewMember.aspx.  An application is 
at the bottom of this page.

DUES:                            Age      One Payment    12 Month      24 Month 

Options for VFW dues include paying annually ($35), a one time   18-30    $425.00        $40.39       $20.23 
Life Membership (adjacent chart), or an installment plan for a    31-40    $410.00        $39.02       $19.58 
Life Membership.  Several payment plans are available, including  41-50    $375.00        $35.84       $18.05
12 month and 24 month installment plans.     51-60    $335.00        $32.20       $16.32
   61-70    $290.00        $28.11       $14.36
         71-80    $225.00        $22.20       $11.53
         81+    $170.00        $17.20       $  9.14
 



JOINING THE 

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 
AUXILIARY

VFW AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP:
Eligibility for the VFW Auxiliary is spouses, widowers, parents, grandparents, children, grand-children, siblings, and half-
siblings of those who were or are eligible for membership in the VFW.

APPLICATIONS:  
Please submit a copy of your eligibility documentation and at least your first month’s dues at the John D. Gamble VFW Post 
in Los Alamos, or you may apply on line at: http://www.vfwauxiliary.org/membership-application-form/

HOW TO REQUEST A DD FORM 214:
Military personnel records can be used for proving military service, or as a valuable tool in genealogical research, as well 
as establishing your eligibility for membership with the Veteran of Foreign War’s auxiliaries. Most veterans and their next-
of-kin can obtain free copies of their DD Form 214 (Report of Separation) and other military and medical records several 
ways:

Request Military Service Records Online, by Mail, or by Fax:

         http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/

Note:  Response time for records requested from the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) varies and is 
dependent upon the complexity of your request, the availability of records and their workload. Please do not send 
a follow-up request before 90 days have elapsed, as it may cause further delays. While the NPRC works actively to 
respond to each request in a timely fashion, the Center receives approximately 4,000-5,000 requests per day. They 
are responding to requests for separation documents within 10 days about 92% of the time. However, requests that 
involve reconstruction efforts due to the 1973 Fire, or older records which require extensive search efforts, may take 
6 months or more to complete.

DUES:                            Age      One Payment    12 Month      24 Month 

Options for the Auxiliary of the VFW dues include paying annually ($35),  18-30    $425.00        $40.39       $20.23 
a one time Life Membership (adjacent chart), or an installment plan for a  31-40    $410.00        $39.02       $19.58 
Life Membership.  Several payment plans are available, including  41-50    $375.00        $35.84       $18.05
12-month and 24-month installment plans.     51-60    $335.00        $32.20       $16.32
   61-70    $290.00        $28.11       $14.36
         71-80    $225.00        $22.20       $11.53
         81+    $170.00        $17.20       $  9.14
 




