
POST CALENDAR:
SUNs  World Tavern Poker 3:00PM
WEDs  World Tavern Poker 7:00PM
FRI/SAT   Free Pool All Day

MAY
National Military Appreciation Month

Loyalty Day MAY 1
Mother’s Day MAY 10
Armed Forces Day  MAY 13 
VFW Meeting - 6PM MAY 13
Ladies Auxiliary Meeting - 6PM MAY 14
Memorial Day Celebration - 11AM MAY 25

JUNE
VFW NM State Convention. ABQ  JUN 5-6
D-Day  JUN 6
Council Meeting, ABQ  JUN 7
VFW Meeting - 6PM JUN 10
Ladies Auxiliary Meeting - 6PM JUN 11
Flag Day JUN 14
Steak & Enchilada Dinner JUN 20
Father’s Day JUN 21
Am Legion NM Conv., Los Alamos JUN 25-28

JULY
Independence Day  JUL 4
VFW Meeting - 6PM JUL 8
Ladies Auxiliary Meeting - 6PM JUL 9 
VFW National Convention, Pittsburg  JUL 18-22
  

May 2015

COMMANDER’S THINK TANK:
Hello Comrades,

First, I want to thank Jason Lott for putting the effort to re-start the newsletter.  This 
is a great way to communicate all the things that are happening at our post and to 
provide valuable information to all our members.  Our primary goal, as a post, is to 
continue to help our veterans and to provide a place for them to get together and 
find comradely, a place to call home.  But as many of you know, we continue to face 
challenges.  Recently, we have seen a decline in members attending our post and we 
need to do something about that.  There has been times when we have discussed 
closing our doors, but rest assure, we continue to find creative ways to remain open 
for all of you, the veterans.  We are doing everything in our power to carry on the 
great traditions of this post.  So I am reaching out to all of you today and ask you to 
find the time out of your busy schedule, to come say hello to your fellow comrades.

There has been a lot of changes at our post since our last newsletter.  We sadly had 
to say goodbye to our longtime canteen manager, Jamie Clabo.  At the same time, we 
welcome Greg Hanson as our manager and we wish him the best of luck as he takes 
on this new job. Greg has a great business background with lots of ideas and we 
look forward to all the things that he has in mind.

As most of you know, we continue to be involved with the community and with 
other veteran organizations and programs. We hosted this years Memorial 
Day celebration at Guaje Pines Cemetery and it was a great success.  We will 
also be hosting this year’s Veterans Day in November and we hope to see all of 
you there. Also, we have participated in numerous VFW programs including the 
Voice of Democracy, Patriots Pen, and Teacher of the Year.  We also visited the 
Albuquerque VA Hospital in February and distributed gifts to many of the veterans 
who are there. Finally, with the help of our Junior Vice Commander and service 
officer, Art Brown, we have helped many veterans and their families in time of need 
and we have attended numerous funerals to pay our respect.

As you can see, we are more than just a canteen.  We are a great organization who is 
always trying to find ways to help our veterans, their families and our community. 
So I challenge you to become an active member and participate in meetings and 
events, so you too, can make a difference.

Sincerely,

Roger Anaya, Commander
VFW Post 8874    

VFW MISSION:
The Veterans of Foreign Wars is an organization of war veterans committed to 
ensuring rights, remembering sacrifices,   promoting patriotism,     performing 
community services and advocating for a strong national defense.

1st Lieutenant John D. Gamble

www.vfw8874.org

“Ask not what your country can do for you 
— ask what you can do for your country.”

~ President John F. Kennedy ~



VFW POST OFFICERS:
Commander:   Roger Anaya
          Phone: (505) 672-0314
          E-mail:     rogelioanaya@q.com

Sr. Vice Cdr: Beverley Simpson
          Phone: (505) 412-1607
         E-mail: bakindell@hotmail.com

Jr. Vice Cdr: Art Brown
          Phone: (505) 239-6901
         E-mail: adsabrown@yahoo.com

Quartermaster: Eluterio “Eli” Garcia
          Phone: (505) 662-4453
          E-mail: eli8874@qwestoffice.net

Chaplain:  Fr. John Carney
         Phone: (505) 662-6193
 E-mail: Jfcarney46@aol.com

Judge Advocate:  Paul Elkins
         Phone: (505) 662-4634
         E-mail:                 PSElks@gmail.com

Post Surgeon: Jason Lott
          Phone: (505) 231-2640
         E-mail: woubuft@gmail.com 

Service Officer:  Art Brown
         Phone: (505) 239-6901
         E-mail: adsabrown@yahoo.com

Adjutant: Eluterio “Eli” Garcia
          Phone: (505) 662-4453
          E-mail: eli8874@qwestoffice.net

Historian: Paul Elkins
        Phone: (505) 662-4634
         E-mail: PSElks@gmail.com

1st Yr Trustee:   Nick Mezins
         Phone: (505) 662-4946
         E-mail:   nickm@nets.com 
 

2nd Yr Trustee:  Paul Elkins
         Phone: (505) 662-4634
         E-mail:                  PSElks@gmail.com
 

3rd Yr Trustee:   Joe Archuleta
         Phone: (505) 690-4482

Newsletter Edr. Jason Lott

House Cmte:   Eluterio “Eli” Garcia
  Jason Lott
  Roger Anaya
  Beverley Simpson

Membership Chair:  Eli Garcia

Patriot’s Pen Chair:  Need Chair

Voice of Democracy Chair:  Need Chair

Teacher of the Year Chair:  Art Brown

Scout of the Year Chair:  Jason Lott

LOS ALAMOS ~ MEMORIAL DAY:
This year’s Los Alamos Memorial Day Remembrance was Monday, May 25, at 
Guaje Pines Cemetery.  The theme was “Where the Fallen Rest.”

Memorial Day is a national holiday in the United States for remembering those 
who died while serving in the country’s armed forces.  The holiday, which is 
observed every year on the last Monday of May, was formerly known as Decoration 
Day and originated after the American Civil War to commemorate the Union and 
Confederate soldiers who died in the war.   Traditionally, citizens visit cemeteries 
and memorials on Memorial Day to honor these brave soldiers, sailors, airmen and 
marines who died serving their county.  American flags are placed on each grave in 
cemeteries across the country.  

This year’s Guest of Honor and speaker was Col. Edmond Keith, USAF (ret). Colonel 
Keith served more than 20 years in the U.S. Air Force. He commanded the 320th 
Expeditionary Mission Support Group during Iraqi Freedom and is a current 
division leader for Maintenance and Site Services at Los Alamos National Laboratory.

VFW’S UNMET NEEDS pROgRAM:
As the nation’s largest organization of combat veterans, the VFW understands the 
challenges veterans, service members and military families can face and believe that 
experiencing financial difficulties should not be one of them.  That’s the premise 
behind the VFW’s Unmet Needs Program. 

Unmet Needs is there to help America’s service members who run into unexpected 
financial difficulties as a result of deployment or other military-related activity.  The 
program provides financial aid of up to $2,500 to assist with basic life needs in the 
form of a grant -not a loan- so no repayment is required.  To further ease the burden, 
we pay the creditor directly.

Since the program’s inception, Unmet Needs has distributed over $5 million 
in assistance to qualified military families, with nearly half of those funds going 
directly toward basic housing needs. 

Please review the Unmet Needs eligibility criteria to see if you or someone you know 
qualifies for a grant through the Unmet Needs Program.  If you’re eligible, APPLY 
TODAY.  Contact Unmet Needs at 1-866-789-6333 or by email at unmetneeds@vfw.
org with any questions.

LOOKING FOR YOU!!!
~ IF YOU HAVEN’T BEEN BY IN WHILE ~

~ PLEASE STOP BY! ~ 

~ WE ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO VISIT EACH WEEK ~
 

IT’S IMPORTANT FOR OUR MEMBERSHIP TO KNOW ONE ANOTHER, 
FOR CAMARADERIE AND SUPPORT!



LADIES AUXILIARY:
President:   Nancy Dean         
 Phone: (505) 665-3819
         E-mail: nld@lanl.gov

Sr. Vice Pres: Maria Valenzuela  
        Phone: (505) 672-9335 
         E-mail:     valenzuelam3@live.com 

Jr. Vice Pres:  Kathy Steck
         Phone:                      
 E-mail: SteckKathy@yahoo.com

Secretary: Cathy Crane
         Phone: (505) 709-0064 
         E-mail:    brwnydg@aol.com

Treasurer: Margaret “Tita” Garcia
        Phone: (505) 412-2686
         E-mail: GTita65@yahoo.com

Chaplin:   Annalisa Miranda                 
        Phone:  
        E-mail:    Mirandasoy@aol.com

Conductress: Patti Remelius
        Phone: (505) 490-3169 
        E-mail:    Remelius@lanl.gov

Guard:  Kathryn Clark    
        Phone: (505) 412-1113 
        E-mail:    KClark1177@hotmail.com

Patriotic Instr.:  Alicia Garcia         
 Phone: (505) 662-4453 
        E-mail:    agluscious@gmail.com

Historian:  Alicia Garcia    

1st Yr Trustee:   Maria Valenzuela 
  

2nd Yr Trustee:  Annalisa Miranda   
 

3rd Yr Trustee:      Kathy Steck   

NOSE ART OF THE MONTH:  B-24J-45-CO, 
375th Bomb Squadron, 308th Bomb Group, 14th 
Air Force.  Flew at least 36 combat missions in the 
China-Burma-India Theater and withdrawn from 
service in March 1945. 

IRS TAx INFORMATION FOR MILITARY pERSONNEL:
IRS News:
 

PHOENIX ― May is National Military Appreciation Month and the Internal 
Revenue Service wants members of the military and their families to know about 
the many tax benefits available to them.
 

Each year, the IRS publishes Publication 3 (http://www.irs.gov/uac/About-), 
Armed Forces Tax Guide, a free booklet packed with valuable information and 
tips designed to help service members and their families take advantage of all tax 
benefits allowed by law.  This year’s edition, geared to the 2014 return, is posted on 
IRS.gov.  Available tax benefits include:

 -  Combat Pay is partly or fully tax-free.
 -  Reservists whose reserve-related duties take them more than 100 miles from 
        home can deduct their unreimbursed travel expenses on Form 2106 or Form 
        2106-EZ, even if they don’t itemize their deductions.
 - Eligible unreimbursed moving expenses are deductible on Form 3903.
 - Low-and moderate-income service members often qualify for such family-
  friendly tax benefits as the Earned Income Tax Credit, and a special computation  
        method is available for those who receive combat pay.
 - Low-and moderate-income service members who contribute to an IRA or 
  401(k)-type retirement plan, such as the federal government’s Thrift Savings 
  Plan, can often claim the Saver’s Credit, also known as the retirement savings 
        contributions credit, on Form 8880.
 -  Service members stationed abroad have extra time, until June 15, to file a 
  federal income tax return. Those serving in a Combat Zone have even 
  longer, typically until 180 days after they leave the combat zone.
 -  Service members may qualify to delay payment of income tax due before or 
  during their period of service. See Publication 3 for details including how to 
  request relief.
 

Service members who prepare their own return qualify to electronically file their 
federal return for free using IRS Free File.
 

In addition, the IRS partners with the military through the Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance program to provide free tax preparation to service members and their 
families at bases in the United States and around the world.



CANTEEN:
Hours:  Effective JUN 1, 2015
     Mon~Fri      1PM to at least 8PM
     Sat 11AM to at least 8PM
     Sun  12PM to at least 6PM

Happy Hour:    4-6PM
                      

      FRI/SAT ARE FREE POOL 

Smoking Policy:  Post 8874 is 
smoke free, except for the special 
smoking parlor room located in the 
entrance loft, adjacent to the Canteen.  

Canteen Manager:  Greg Hanson
 Phone: (505) 412-9634
        E-mail: BarMgr@vfw8874.org

Know Your Bartenders:
      Ashley D’Anna
      Samantha D’Anna
      Dan Cary
 Ryan Scarberry
 Lisa Stearns 

Pool Tables:  $. 50 per Game
 Free Pool on Weekends

Member’s Pool Table:  
 $2 per person per day

Wireless Internet:  Free
  Ask Bartender for Password

Atomic City Pool League:  
 Mon & Tues 6:30PM  
     CJ Nesherps: 
 E-mail:   cjnesherps@yahoo.com

World Tavern Poker:
 Wed (7-9PM) & Suns (3-5PM) 
     Mike Cutler: 
 E-mail:   Bosman.1@netzero.com

Jukebox:  Set Up Your Own Playlist
      www.mytouchtunes.com

Atomic City Transit Dial-A-Ride: 
 Phone:  (505) 661-RIDE

MANHATTAN pROjECT - SpECIAL ENgINEER DET:
Excerpt from:  http://www.atomicheritage.org/article/remembering-veterans-who-worked-
manhattan-project

As the Manhattan Project grew in 
size and complexity, there was an 
increasing demand for workers with 
technical training and a scientific 
education. In 1943, the Commanding 
General of the Army Services 
Forces attempted to fill this void by 
authorizing the creation of a Special 
Engineer Detachment, allowing 
qualified enlisted men to work on 
the Project rather than be sent into 
combat. Within a few months, the SED 
was aggressively recruiting from college campuses, the Army Specialized Training 
Program (ASTP), and the National Scientific Roster. By 1945, the SED ballooned 
to include over 3,000 soldiers scattered across the many Manhattan Project sites, 
with 1,800 serving at Los Alamos alone. They worked on everything from bomb 
design to inventory control, often in tandem with their civilian counterparts.

While the members of the SED worked side-by-side with the civilians, they were 
still subject to Army discipline, training, pay, and housing conditions. Their barracks 
were notoriously poor and the soldiers were forced to undergo drills and physical 
training early in the morning, prior to their work in the laboratories. Although the 
SED were not civilians, they did not fit in the profile of typical GIs either. As SED 
veteran Robert Holmberg recalls, “Even though I was in the Army, I never considered 
myself Army.  They wanted us to become a marching group. This was not what we 
liked to do, and we goofed off a lot.” The unit were far from the best marchers or 
most disciplined soldiers, but their contributions as mechanics, electricians, and 
engineers was invaluable.

Los Alamos SEDs:  
Kirby, Frohman, Linschitz & Holden

THE CANTEEN CUp:
My name is Greg Hanson and it is my privilege to serve the membership as your 
new Canteen Manager.  To our regular customers, I look forward to becoming 
acquainted with each of you.  I’d welcome any ideas from you as to how we can 
improve the services that we provide.  For our members who may not have visited 
in awhile - please swing by when you’re in the neighborhood - I think you’ll see 
some positive changes and I’d welcome your thoughts and feedback as well. As 
always, your guests are our guests.

I have made a few staff changes - Lisa Stearns and Ryan Scarberry have joined 
the bar tending staff.  Our old pros - Ashley and Samantha D’Anna and Dan Cary 
round out the crew and are busy getting me up-to-speed.  We will be changing our 
hours of operation effective June 1st as follows:

      Weekdays:   1PM - close 
           Creole Nouvelle serves until 2PM, Mon-Thur & until 8PM on Fri
      Saturdays: 11AM - close
      Sundays:      12PM - close (until football season starts)

We have the NBA and NHL playoffs on our TV’s and will try to find any major league 
baseball game (or other sport) that you want to
watch.

Thanks again!  I look forward to meeting each and every member of VFW 
8874.   



MEMBERSHIP:
     VFW 156 (139 Life)
 Ladies Auxiliary 68 (41 Life)
      

NEW MEMBERS:
New VFW Life Members:

 Bartram Bursom
 Robert Poole

RECRUITING:
A healthy organization continues 
to grow and recruit new members, 
which brings in new ideas and energy.  
By actively engaging new members, 
we ensure the future of our honored 
organization, strengthen our cause, 
and better perform our mission.  
Each of us should be reaching out to 
fellow veterans to encourage their 
membership and have a goal of 
recruiting at least one new member 
per year.  If you are aware of someone 
who may be interested, please contact 
one of the post officers.          

FEDERAL FUNDINg FOR HOMELESS VETERANS 
HOUSINg pROgRAM:
 

U.S. SENATE News:

WASHINGTON, D.C. ― Wednesday, April 29 U.S. Senators Tom Udall, D-N.M. and 
Martin Heinrich, D-N.M. applauded the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) and the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) awarding 
$301,174 to public housing agencies in New Mexico to provide permanent 
supportive housing opportunities to veterans experiencing homelessness.
 

A total of almost $65 million will go to agencies across the United States to provide 
housing and services for 9,333 homeless veterans nationwide. This supportive 
housing assistance is provided through the HUD-Veterans Affairs Supportive 
Housing (HUD-VASH) Program that combines rental assistance from HUD with 
case management and clinical services provided by the VA.

“Making sure New Mexico veterans have a roof over their heads is the least we could 
do to honor their courageous sacrifice,” Udall said. “Veteran homelessness is a national 
tragedy, and it takes collaboration and hard work to make sure everyone who served 
has support to rebuild their lives. These new funds are one small step toward ending 
veteran homelessness for good, and I’ll keep working to secure resources to help our 
veterans succeed.” 

“We must serve our veterans as well as they’ve served us and do all we can to eliminate 
homelessness. These new housing resources will help change the lives of our former 
service members and provide them with the assistance they deserve to get back on 
their feet,” Heinrich said. “Few sacrifices are as selfless as those our military service 
men and women make in defense of this nation. We owe our veterans more than a debt 
of gratitude ― we owe them action in both our words and deeds.”

The following New Mexico agencies were awarded federal grant funding: 

     - City of Albuquerque Housing Authority ― $195,239;
     - Mesilla Valley Housing Authority ― $59,083; and
     - Bernalillo County Housing Authority ― $46,852.

The VA provides support services for participating veterans at VA Medical Centers 
(VAMC) and community-based outreach clinics. Every year since 2008, HUD and VA 
have awarded HUD-VASH vouchers based on geographic need and public housing 
agency (PHA) administrative performance.  

Memorial including John D. Gamble
State of Kansas Bar Association



MEDAL OF HONOR:  SFC LEROY pETRY
SFC Leroy Arthur Petry is currently assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company, 75th Ranger Regiment at Fort Benning, GA with duties as a liaison 
officer for the United States Special Operations 
Command Care Coalition—Northwest Region, 
providing oversight to wounded warriors, ill 
and injured service members and their families.

SFC Petry was born in 1979 in New Mexico.  
After graduating from Saint Catherine’s Indian 
High School in May 1998, Petry spent the next 
year working with his father and grandfather 
at Pecos Public Transportation working in the 
maintenance department and making signs at 
AI Signs.  In September 1999, Petry enlisted in 
the United States Army from his hometown in 
New Mexico, something he wanted to do since 
he was 7-years-old.  Petry then volunteered 
for the 75th Ranger Regiment because of its 
reputable history.

After completion of One Station Unit Training, the Basic Airborne Course and 
the Ranger Assessment and Selection Program – all at Fort Benning – Petry 
was assigned to 2nd Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment. He served as a grenadier, 
squad automatic rifleman, fire team leader, squad leader, operations sergeant 
and a weapons squad leader.  He has deployed eight times in support of overseas 
contingency operations with two tours to Iraq and six tours to Afghanistan.

Petry and his wife have four children. His father lives in Pecos, NM, and his mother 
lives in Bernalillo, NM.  Petry has four brothers and when he is not spending 
time with his family, he enjoys golf, pheasant hunting and fishing. He is currently 
attending Pierce College at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, WA, with plans for a 
Bachelor of Science degree in business management.
SFC Leroy Petry received the Medal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty:
Staff Sergeant Leroy A. Petry distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity 
at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty in action with an armed enemy 
in the vicinity of Paktya Province, Afghanistan, on May 26, 2008. As a Weapons 
Squad Leader with D Company, 2nd Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment, Staff Sergeant 
Petry moved to clear the courtyard of a house that potentially contained high-value 
combatants. While crossing the courtyard, Staff Sergeant Petry and another Ranger 
were engaged and wounded by automatic weapons fire from enemy fighters. Still 
under enemy fire, and wounded in both legs, Staff Sergeant Petry led the other Ranger 
to cover. He then reported the situation and engaged the enemy with a hand grenade, 
providing suppression as another Ranger moved to his position. The enemy quickly 
responded by maneuvering closer and throwing grenades. The first grenade explosion 
knocked his two fellow Rangers to the ground and wounded both with shrapnel. A 
second grenade then landed only a few feet away from them. Instantly realizing the 
danger, Staff Sergeant Petry, unhesitatingly and with complete disregard for his 
safety, deliberately and selflessly moved forward, picked up the grenade, and in an 
effort to clear the immediate threat, threw the grenade away from his fellow Rangers. 
As he was releasing the grenade it detonated, amputating his right hand at the wrist 
and further injuring him with multiple shrapnel wounds. Although picking up and 
throwing the live grenade grievously wounded Staff Sergeant Petry, his gallant act 
undeniably saved his fellow Rangers from being severely wounded or killed. Despite 
the severity of his wounds, Staff Sergeant Petry continued to maintain the presence 
of mind to place a tourniquet on his right wrist before communicating the situation 
by radio in order to coordinate support for himself and his fellow wounded Rangers. 
Staff Sergeant Petry’s extraordinary heroism and devotion to duty are in keeping with 
the highest traditions of military service, and reflect great credit upon himself, 75th 
Ranger Regiment, and the United States Army.

VETERAN AFFAIRS:
Benefits Information & Assistance
  (800) 827-1000

Health Care (877) 222-8387
Edu/Training  (888) 442-4551
VA Life Ins. (800) 669-8477
Office of SGLI (800) 419-1473
CHAM PVA (800) 733-8387
Helpline (Agent Orange/Gulf War)
  (800) 749-8387
Direct Deposit (877) 838-2778
Headstones (800) 697-6947
Device for Deaf (800) 829-4833

VFW’S CODE OF ETHICS:
•  Act in a professional manner at all 

times;
• Promote an environment where 

honesty and open communication 
are valued;

• Resolve differences of opinion in a 
professional and mature manner;

• Respect the confidentiality of 
privileged information;

• Refuse to engage in or tolerate 
any form of discrimination or 
harassment toward members, 
employees, volunteers or other 
officers;

•  Exhibit respect and fairness 
toward all people;

•  Speak highly of the organization 
and its members; and

• Promote VFW and support the 
activities of the organization.



U.S. FLAG:
FLAG ETIQUETTE:

The federal flag code says the universal 
custom is to display the U.S. flag from 
sunrise to sunset on buildings and 
stationary flagstaffs in the open, but 
when a patriotic effect is desired the 
flag may be displayed 24-hours a day 
if properly illuminated during the 
hours of darkness. Also, the U.S. flag 
should not be displayed when the 
weather is inclement, except when an 
all-weather flag is displayed.

DISPLAYING THE FLAG:

On Same Staff:  U.S. flag at peak, above 
any other flag. 

Grouped:  U.S. flag goes to its own 
right. Flags of other nations are flown 
at same height. 

Marching: U.S. flag to marchers right 
(observer’s left). 

On Speaker’s Platform: When 
displayed with a speaker’s platform, 
it must be above and behind the 
speaker. If mounted on a staff it is on 
the speaker’s right. 

Decoration: Never use the flag for 
decoration. Use bunting with the blue 
on top, then white, then red. 

Salute: All persons present in uniform 
should render the military salute. 
Members of the armed forces and 
veterans who are present but not 
in uniform may render the military 
salute. All other persons present 
should face the flag and stand at 
attention with their right hand over 
the heart, or if applicable, remove 
their headdress with their right hand 
and hold it at the left shoulder, the 
hand being over the heart. 

Over a Street:  Union (stars) face 
north or east depending on the 
direction of the street. 

Half Staff:  On special days, the 
flag may be flown at half-staff. On 
Memorial Day it is flown at half-staff 
until noon and then raised. 

SERVICE MEDAL ~ SpANISH CAMpAIgN MEDAL:
The Spanish Campaign Medal was a military award of 
the United States Armed Forces which recognized those 
members of the U.S. military who had served in the 
Spanish-American War. Although a single decoration, 
there were two versions of the Spanish Campaign Medal, 
one for members of the United States Army and another 
for the forces of the United States Navy and United States 
Marine Corps.

Early versions of the Spanish Campaign Medal suspended 
the metal from a gold and red ribbon, but this design was 
changed in 1913 upon request from Spain that a United 
States service medal not bear the colors of the Spanish 
nation. The new medal was suspended from a blue and 
yellow ribbon. Separate medallions existed for both the 
Navy and Army. Marine Corps recipients received the 
Navy version with the seal of the United States Marine 
Corps on the reverse of the medal.

The only device authorized to the Spanish Campaign Medal was the Citation Star 
and then only for U.S. Army recipients of the decoration.

The Army version of the Spanish Campaign Medal was established on January 12, 
1905. It was awarded for military service performed between May 11th and August 
16th, 1898 which such service in the geographical regions of either Cuba, Puerto 
Rico, or the Philippine Islands. For those members of the Army who had served 
on active duty during the Spanish-American War, but had not been deployed in 
action, a separate medal existed for bestowal, known as the Spanish War Service 
Medal.

The Navy version of the Spanish Campaign Medal was created in June 1908 and 
issued to any member of either the Navy or Marine Corps who had served in the 
Philippine Islands between the dates of May 1st and August 16th, 1898. Crews of 
select ships were eligible for the medal prior to May 1st. For service in the West 
Indies, the Navy awarded the West Indies Campaign Medal as well as an unofficial 
decoration known as the Sampson Medal. In 1913, the Navy discontinued the 
award of the West Indies Campaign Medal and extended the criteria of the Spanish 
Campaign Medal to any member of the Navy or Marine Corps who had served on 
active duty during the Spanish American War.



CONTACTS:
              www.vfw8874.org

VFW/Canteen Phone:  
 (505) 662-3506
 VFW8874@qwestoffice.net

NM Veterans’ Service Officer:  
 Jeff George
      (505) 827-7213
     jeff.george@state.nm.us

NM VFW Service Officer (NVS):
 Cynthia Archuleta
 (505) 346-4881
 cynthia.archuleta@va.gov

VFW Tactical Assessment Center:
 24-hour help line for questions
 & concerns w/VA entitlements
 (800) VFW-1899

Creole Nouvelle Restaurant:  
 MON~FRI , 10:30AM~2PM
 Pete & Esther Lucchini
            (505) 661-4050
               www.facebook.com/CreoleNouvelle

Disabled American Veteran (DAV) 
Service:  Provides free rides to 
veterans Tuesday thru Thursday to 
and from the Albuquerque Veterans 
Administration Hospital.  

For assistance call:

     Merejildo Ortega        
 (505) 351-4405

     Bernardo Jaramillo   
 (505) 753-5594
        (505) 927-3529

     Hospital Service Coordinator

VFW SpONSORS BATAAN MEMORIAL DEATH MARCH 
FOR FIFTH YEAR:
http://www.vfw.org/News-and-Events/Articles/2015-Articles/VFW-Sponsors-Bataan-
Memorial-Death-March-for-Fifth-Year/

On March 22, VFW National Commander John W. Stroud was at White Sands 
Missile Range, N.M., to support and cheer 
on marchers participating in the 26th 
Annual Bataan Memorial Death March. 
For the fifth year in a row, the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars (VFW) was the presenting 
sponsor for the memorial March.

Every year thousands of service members, veterans and civilians travel to White 
Sands Missile Range, N.M., to participate in the rigorous Bataan Memorial Death 
March. The March, a grueling 26.2 miles through difficult desert terrain, is held in 
honor of the heroic American service members who defended the Philippine Islands 
during World War II. These soldiers endured horrendous conditions, including 
malaria-infested regions, no medical attention, meager rations and outdated 
equipment. Then in April 1942, tens of thousands of soldiers were surrendered 
to the Japanese and forced to march for days to a war camp, enduring the high 
Philippine jungle heat and extreme brutality of their captors, thousands perished.

This tragedy became known as the Bataan Death March.

Together, with VFW National Commander Stroud, dozens of VFW members spent 
the weekend visiting with service members and veterans who participated in the 
March, promoting the many programs and services the VFW has to offer. “I noticed 
this year, compared to previous years, a much greater interest in the VFW and our 
programs,” said B.J. Lawrence, VFW Department of New Mexico assistant state 
adjutant/quartermaster.

VFW National Commander Stroud presented his “Chief’s Medallion” to White 
Sands Army Base Commanding Brigadier General Timothy Coffin and to the original 
Bataan Death March survivors in attendance during an awards presentation 
ceremony after the March concluded.

Over 7,000 marchers registered in this year’s event and March organizers expect 
that number to continue to grow.  “The VFW is incredibly proud to be involved with 
events like the Bataan Memorial Death March. Supporting this March is a unique way 
to honor the memory of so many courageous soldiers who paid the ultimate price in 
the fight for freedom,” said VFW National Commander John W. Stroud.  



REPRESENTATION:

President Barack Obama
 Website:     www.whitehouse.gov
 Phone:        (202) 456-1111
 Address:    The White House
  1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
  Washington, DC 20500

Senator Tom Udall
          Website:  www.tomudall.senate.gov
          Phone:    (202) 224-6621
          Address:  110 Hart Senate Off. Bldg
             Washington DC, 20510

Senator Martin Heinrich
          Phone:     (202) 224-5521
          Address:   B40D Dirksen Senate Office Bld
             Washington, DC 20510

Rep. Ben Ray Luján
          Website:   www.lujan.house.gov
          Phone:     (202) 225-6190
          Address:   330 Cannon HOB
              Washington, D.C. 20515

Governor Susana Martinez
          Phone:      (505) 476-2200
          Address:   490 Old Santa Fe Trail, Rm400
               Santa Fe, NM 87501

Sen. Richard C. Martinez
          Phone:      (505) 929-0125
          E-mail:       richard.martinez@nmlegis.gov
          Address:   Box 762 
              Espanola, NM 87532  

NM Rep. Stephanie G. Richard
          Phone:     (505) 500-4343
          E-mail:      stephanie.garciarichard@nmlegis.gov
          Address:  P.O. Box 4657 
                              Los Alamos, NM 87544

Los Alamos County Council           
          Phone:     (505) 663-1750
          E-mail:      countycouncil@lacnm.us
          Address:  1000 Central  Ave., Suite 350
                               Los Alamos, NM  87544

jOB OppORTUNITY - VETERANS SOUgHT AS ‘MILITARY 
ExTRAS’ FOR ‘MANHATTAN’ & ‘INDEpENDENCE DAY 2’:
http://www.ladailypost.com/content/veterans-sought-military-extras-manhattan

NMDVS News:

Producers are looking for “extras” for a TV series and sequel to a hit movie, which 
are now being shot here in New Mexico.  The WGN-TV series Manhattan is being shot 
in and around Santa Fe. Segments of the movie Independence Day 2 is being shot 
in Albuquerque. Producers of both projects are looking for veterans and “military-
type” males for these “paying” jobs. Both projects require all-day availability.

Applicants between ages 18-60 are sought. “Extras” for scenes requiring “clean-
cut military types” are especially in need. Wounded Warriors also are encouraged 
to apply. These roles pay $10.66 an hour—with a daily eight-hours guaranteed, 
and time-and-a-half for any work performed past eight hours a day. Meals will be 
provided.  Questions and submittals can be e-mailed to olcmanhattan@gmail.com. 
Please put “Military Role” in  the subject line. You can also call (505) 388-0018 for 
more information. Be sure to include a recent photo of yourself, your first and last 
name and contact number.

Producers also are looking for people of all types for future extra work on Manhattan. 
More information about this can be found on the “Manhattan” Facebook page or at 
www.onlocationcasting.us to register. 
   
 

LANL VETERAN’S pROgRAMS:
Veterans Employee Resource Group:  The Veterans Employee Resource Group 
is a volunteer organization sponsored by the Office of Diversity and Strategic 
Staffing that raises awareness of veterans’ issues and honors them throughout the 
year through several Laboratory events, such as Veteran’s Day and Memorial Day 
ceremonies.

Partnerships:  LANL veterans outreach includes a partnership with the State 
of New Mexico. The linkage agreement between LANL and the Department of 
Workforce Solutions establishes operating procedures that are used to further the 
hiring and advancement of qualified veterans.

Service Academies Research Associates (SARA):  The Laboratory hosts cadets 
and midshipmen from the military academies at West Point, Annapolis, and 
Colorado Springs for a four-to-six-week full-immersion experience at Los Alamos 
National Laboratory. Through the Service Academies Research Associates (SARA) 
program, LANL offers these students hands-on learning with the Laboratory’s 
national security science and technology.

Veteran-owned & service-disabled-veteran-owned small business:  LANL 
recognizes that small businesses are essential in stimulating the economy and has 
made significant strides in providing contract and subcontract opportunities to 
veteran-owned small businesses by communicating procurement opportunities 
through small business forums, training, and other outreach initiatives.   
 



VFW MISSION:  
To foster camaraderie among United 
States Veterans of overseas conflicts. 
To serve our veterans, the military, 
and our communities. To advocate on 
behalf of all veterans. 

VFW VISION: 
Ensure that veterans are respected 
for their service, always receive 
their earned entitlements, and are 
recognized for the sacrifices they and 
their loved ones have made on behalf 
of this great country. 

VFW PURPOSE: 
The purpose of this corporation 
are fraternal, patriotic, historical, 
charitable, and educational and are; to 
preserve and strengthen comradeship 
among its members; to assist their 
widows and orphans; to maintain 
true allegiance to the Government of 
the United States, and fidelity to its 
Constitution and laws; to foster true 
patriotism; to maintain and extend 
the institutions of American freedom; 
and to preserve and defend the United 
States from all enemies.

VFW CORE VALUES:
• Always put the interests of our 

members first  
• Treat donors as partners in our 

cause 
• Promote patriotism
• Honor military service
• Ensure the care of veterans and 

their families 
• Serve our communities
• Promote a positive image of the 

VFW
• Respect the diversity of veteran 

opinions 

VFW PRIORITIES: 

• VA Health Care
• Suicides & Homelessness
• VA Benefits & Compensation
• Seamless Transition
• Military Quality of Life
• Education & Employment
• Defense & Homeland Security
• POW/MIA

THE pITCHER’S STORY … BULLET BUN:
Excerpt from:  http://www.veteranstoday.com/2014/10/09/los-alamos-veteran-bun-ryan-and-
pierottis-clowns/

One of our [Los Alamos’] favorite and beloved residents since 1949, Bun Ryan has 
passed on to eternity. Known as a “full-blooded Irishman”, he was nicknamed “Bullet 
Bun” and became famous nationally as one of the fastest softball pitchers in the 
country, able to throw more than 100 mph.  During his softball career, he pitched 
in seven World Softball Tournaments; every State Tournament in New Mexico from 
1949 to 1988; and played in twelve different states.

Born in Leadville Colorado, Bernard “Bun” Ryan was drafted in the US Army in 
1943, serving in Field Artillery during the WWII Pacific Campaign; he was awarded 
the Bronze Star for his service and promoted to the rank of Master Sergeant at the 
age of 22, something that was a rarity at the time.

In 1945, he was part of an invasion force on the island of Luzon in the Philippines 
that was occupied by Japan that made significant headway for the Allies before it 
was halted because the force was getting too near a POW camp that the Army feared 
would lead to the death of several American prisoners.

Despite his service in the Army, Bun was repulsed by the idea of war. “War is so 
stupid,” he was quoted in an interview. “Nobody wins. Everybody loses.” 

After World War II, Bun returned to Colorado to work at the JC Penney Corporation. 
He married his wife, Jean, a nurse, and moved to Los Alamos in 1949.  Four years 
after moving to the small mountain town of Los Alamos, he became a pitcher for 
Pierrotti’s Clowns, a five-man exhibition all-star fast-pitch team created by Lou 
Pierotti. Their clown antics, performed during regulation softball games, became a 
favorite form of entertainment in the community.

Pierotti’s Clowns was featured in six national magazines, including the first issue 
of Sports Illustrated published in 1954. One of the few games Bun lost as a pitcher 
with the Clowns came the day Sports Illustrated snapped a photo of him and his 
teammates for the first edition of the magazine, making the Clowns among the first 
victims of the SI Curse.  Bun was inducted into the New Mexico Softball Hall of Fame, 
and the Leadville Colorado Sports Hall of Fame.

He was an active member of the Democratic Party, and played a pivotal role in 
bringing President John F. Kennedy and President Bill Clinton to visit and speak 
in Los Alamos during their terms. Mr. Ryan was the Democratic candidate for State 
Representative in 1994.

In retirement, and volunteering as a member of the non-profit Los Alamos Education 
Group, Bun worked to bring the Army veterans, the Navajo Code Talkers, to a 
conference in Los Alamos, where the town honored the Code Talkers by officially 
declaring it as “Los Alamos Navajo Code Talkers Day.”

This occasion ended up being an indelible and dignified community event honoring 
all WWII veterans — a rediscovery of so many unheralded men and women living 
among us, who had put their lives on the line in contributing their diverse skills to 
the American war effort.



VFW MEMBER’S 
OBLIGATION:
In the presence of Almighty God - 
and the members of this order here 
assembled - I (Your Name), do of my 
own free will and accord, solemnly 
promise and declare that:

• I will bear true allegiance - to the 
Constitution of the United States 
of America - and I will always be 
loyal thereto.

• I do further solemnly promise and 
declare - that I will comply with 
the Congressional Charter - By-
Laws and Ritual of this Order - and 
I will always be loyal thereto - that 
I will never wrong or defraud 
this organization - nor a member 
thereof - nor permit any wrong to 
be done to either - if in my power 
to prevent it.

• I will never propose for membership 
- any person not eligible - nor one 
whom I know to be unworthy.

• I will never make known to anyone 
- not authorized to receive it - any 
of the work of this order.

• Should my affiliation - with the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States - cease in any way 
- I will consider this pledge - as 
binding outside of the order - as 
though I had remained a member 
of same.

• All this I promise and pledge - upon 
the honor of a true comrade - and a 
citizen of our great republic.

VFW SERVICE OFFICERS:
As the largest organization of combat 
veterans, the VFW understands the 
frustrations that can arise when filing a 
claim with the Department of Veterans 
Affairs.  The claims process can be confusing 
and one that service members and veterans 
shouldn’t try to navigate alone.  That’s why 
the VFW’s National Veterans Service (NVS) 
was created.

NVS consists of a nationwide network of service officers who are experts in dealing 
with the claims process and help thousands of veterans cut through the bureaucratic 
red tape every year.  They are the key to success, recovering approximately $1 
billion in earned benefits and compensation for veterans each year. 

VFW Service Officers are trained experts, helping veterans develop their case 
with ease by reviewing and applying current law, pertinent legislation, regulations 
and medical histories.    As skilled professionals, they assist  in filing for disability 
compensation, rehabilitation and education programs, pension and death benefits, 
and employment and training programs. Furthermore, they won’t hesitate to 
request hearings before the VA and the Board of Veterans Appeals to present oral 
arguments when needed.

VFW Service Officers are with America’s veterans every step of the way once 
they’re ready to file a claim.  This is a service the VFW is proud to offer--free of 
charge--to anyone seeking assistance with the claims process.  It’s a service our 
veterans have earned and deserve.

VFW Service Officer Responsibilities Include:

 - Offer research and advice to veterans who wish to handle their own claims.
 - Assist veterans who are filing original claims for compensation and/or 
           pension with the Department of Veterans Affairs and complete the required 
           VA forms on behalf of the claimant. 
 - Assist veterans in reopening claims for service-connected disabilities and 
           complete the required VA forms.
 - Follow up on status of claims filed by veterans with the VA Regional Office. 
 - File Notice of Disagreement with the VA Regional Office if a veteran 
           believes the decision made by the VA was incorrect. 
 - Review statements of the case from the VA regarding denials of claim and 
           assist veterans with the preparation of responses. 
 - Assist veterans or surviving spouses in the preparation of appeals for 
           denial of claims and file the appeals with the local VA Regional Office for               
           forwarding to the Board of Veterans Appeals in Washington, D.C. 
 - Complete VA Forms other than for original claims. 
 - Answer/research telephone inquiries regarding medical, death/burial and 
           other miscellaneous benefits.

Your VFW Service Officer
NEW MEXICO

Cynthia Archuleta
500 Gold Avenue, S.W., Suite 3104

Albuquerque, NM  87102
(505) 346-4881

cynthia.archuleta@va.gov

gOD BLESS AMERICA
   Irving Berlin (1918)

While the storm clouds gather far across the sea,
Let us swear allegiance to a land that’s free,

Let us all be grateful for a land so fair,
As we raise our voices in a solemn prayer.

God bless America,
Land that I love.

Stand beside her, and guide her
Through the night with a light from above.

From the mountains, to the prairies,
To the oceans, white with foam

God bless America, My home sweet home
God bless America, My home sweet home.




