
POST CALENDAR:
SUNs  World Tavern Poker 3:00PM
WEDs  World Tavern Poker 7:00PM
FRI/SAT   Free Pool All Day

JULY
Independence Day  JUL 4
VFW Meeting - 6PM JUL 8
Ladies Auxiliary Meeting - 6PM JUL 9 
1st Atomic Test            JUL 16
VFW National Convention, Pittsburg  JUL 18-22
Korean Armistice (1953) JUL 27

AUGUST
Coast Guard Day AUG 4
Purple Heart Day AUG 7
VFW Meeting - 6PM AUG 12
Ladies Auxiliary Meeting - 6PM AUG 13
National Airborne Day AUG 16
Marine Corps Reserve B-Day AUG 29

SEPTEMBER
Victory Over Japan Day SEP 2
Labor Day SEP 7
National Patriot’s Day SEP 11 
VFW Meeting - 6PM SEP 12
Ladies Auxiliary Meeting - 6PM SEP 13
Citizenship (Constitution) Day SEP 17
Ladies Aux B-Day SEP 17
U.S. Air Force Birthday SEP 18
POW/MIA Recognition Day SEP 18
Gold Star Mother’s Day SEP 27

July 2015

COMMANDER’S THINK TANK:
Hello Comrades,
 

I hope that this newsletter finds you in good health and that you are enjoying all the 
welcomed rain that we have had this summer. Our post continues its mission and 
the leadership continues to participate in VFW functions and community activities.
 

Last month, Eli Garcia and I attended a meeting at the VFW Post 401 in Albuquerque 
where we participated in a membership workshop and received numerous 
announcements from our new State Commander and other VFW officers and 
committee members. They discussed the upcoming national convention which will 
be held in Pittsburg, PA on July 18-22. One of the main topics of discussion is the 
combining of the Ladies’ and Men’s Auxiliary into one organization. If it passes, it 
will become known as “The Auxiliary to the VFW.”  This is very important to our 
post, since we have tried for a very long time to help start a charter for the Men’s 
Auxiliary. This will allow us to leverage our current charter of the Ladies’ Auxiliary 
and hopefully attract many qualified men to join the VFW Auxiliary Membership. 
This will help our post as we would have additional people to help us continue to 
serve our members and community. We’ll keep you posted on the decision.
 

Also, for those of you who have visited our post recently, you may have noticed the 
new NM Lottery Bingo machines. They were installed the last week of June and will 
operational on Thursday, July 16. Some come visit our post and play Bingo us—it 
should be fun. Also, don’t forget that we will also begin selling lottery (Powerball, 
mega millions, road runner cash) on that day.
 

Finally, just some additional notes. I want to thank Art Brown, Junior Vice 
Commander, for continuing to provide valuable information to veterans in 
need. Also, to Eli Garcia (Quartermaster) and Ann Peterson (book keeper) for 
providing numerous hours during the recent IRS audit that occurred last month. 
And to Beverly Simpson, Senior Vice-Commander, for taking up the challenge to 
maintain our website (http://www.vfw8874.org). There you will find the monthly 
newsletter and soon many valuable information.
 

That is my “Think Tank” for this month. You all have a blessed day.  

Roger Anaya, Post Commander 
1st Lieutenant John D. Gamble

www.vfw8874.org

“It is the soldier, not the reporter, Who has given us freedom of the press.
It is the soldier, not the poet, Who has given us freedom of speech.

It is the soldier, not the organizer, Who gave us the freedom to demonstrate.
It is the soldier, Who salutes the flag, Who serves beneath the flag.

And whose coffin is draped by the flag,
Who allows the protester to burn the flag.” 

~ Father Dennis Edward O’Brien, USMC ~

VFW MISSION:
The Veterans of Foreign Wars is an organization of war veterans committed to 
ensuring rights, remembering sacrifices,   promoting patriotism,     performing 
community services and advocating for a strong national defense.



VFW POST OFFICERS:
Commander:   Roger Anaya
          Phone: (505) 672-0314
          E-mail:     rogelioanaya@q.com

Sr. Vice Cdr: Beverley Simpson
          Phone: (505) 412-1607
         E-mail: bakindell@hotmail.com

Jr. Vice Cdr: Art Brown
          Phone: (505) 239-6901
         E-mail: adsabrown@yahoo.com

Quartermaster: Eluterio “Eli” Garcia
          Phone: (505) 662-4453
          E-mail: eli8874@qwestoffice.net

Chaplain:  Fr. John Carney
         Phone: (505) 662-6193
 E-mail: Jfcarney46@aol.com

Judge Advocate:  Paul Elkins
         Phone: (505) 662-4634
         E-mail:                 PSElks@gmail.com

Post Surgeon: Jason Lott
          Phone: (505) 231-2640
         E-mail: woubuft@gmail.com 

Service Officer:  Art Brown
         Phone: (505) 239-6901
         E-mail: adsabrown@yahoo.com

Adjutant: Eluterio “Eli” Garcia
          Phone: (505) 662-4453
          E-mail: eli8874@qwestoffice.net

Historian: Paul Elkins
        Phone: (505) 662-4634
         E-mail: PSElks@gmail.com

1st Yr Trustee:   Nick Mezins
         Phone: (505) 662-4946
         E-mail:   nickm@nets.com 
 

2nd Yr Trustee:  Paul Elkins
         Phone: (505) 662-4634
         E-mail:                  PSElks@gmail.com
 

3rd Yr Trustee:   Joe Archuleta
         Phone: (505) 690-4482

Newsletter Edr. Jason Lott

House Cmte:   Eluterio “Eli” Garcia
  Jason Lott
  Roger Anaya
  Beverley Simpson

Membership Chair:  Eli Garcia

Patriot’s Pen Chair:  Need Chair

Voice of Democracy Chair:  Need Chair

Teacher of the Year Chair:  Art Brown

Scout of the Year Chair:  Jason Lott

THEy RISKED All ~ July 4:
FROM:  The American Patriot’s Almanac

On July 4, 1776, delegates to the Continental Congress in Philadelphia voted 
to adopt the Declaration of Independence.  The men who issued that famous 
document realized they were signing their own death warrants, since the British 
would consider them traitors.  Many suffered hardship during the Revolutionary 
War.

William Floyd of New York saw the British use his home for a barracks.  His family 
fled to Connecticut, where they lived as refugees.  After the war Floyd found his 
fields stripped an house damaged.

Richard Stockton of New Jersey was dragged from his bed, thrown into prison, 
and treated like a common criminal.  His home was looted and his fortune badly 
impaired.  He was released in 1777, but his health was broken.  He died a few years 
later.

At age sixty-three, John Hart, another New Jersey signer, hid in the woods during 
December 1776 while Hessian soldiers hunted him across the countryside.  He died 
before the war’s end.  The New Jersey Gazette reported that he “continued to the 
day he was seized with his last illness to discharge the duties of a faithful and upright 
patriot in the service of his country.”

Thomas Nelson, a Virginian, commanded militia and served as governor during 
the Revolution.  He reportedly instructed artillerymen to fire at his own house in 
Yorktown when he heard the British were using it as a headquarters.  Nelson used 
his personal credit to raise money for the Patriot cause.  His sacrifices left him in 
financial distress, and he was unable to repair his Yorktown home after the war.

Thomas Heyward, Arthur Middleton, and Edward Rutledge, three South Carolina 
signers, served in their state’s militia and were captured when the British seized 
Charleston.  They spent a year in a St. Augustine prison and, when released, found 
their estates plundered.

Such were the prices paid so we may celebrate freedom every Fourth of July.

LOOKING FOR YOU!!!
~ IF YOU HAVEN’T BEEN BY IN WHILE ~

~ PLEASE STOP BY! ~ 

~ WE ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO VISIT EACH WEEK ~
 

IT’S IMPORTANT FOR OUR MEMBERSHIP TO KNOW ONE ANOTHER, 
FOR CAMARADERIE AND SUPPORT!

lADIES AuxIlIARy:
During the New Mexico VFW State Convention in 
June, the Los Alamos VFW Ladies’ Auxiliary won the 
following awards: 1st Place for Veteran’s and Family 
Support Program (Chairmen: Maria Valenzuela & 
Margaret Garcia); 1st Place for Scholarship Program 
(Chairman:  Gina Smith); 1st Place for fund raising 
for Cancer and Research (Chairman:  Margaret 
Garcia); 1st Place for Membership Retention; 1st 
Place for Youth Activities (Chairman: Gina Smith); 
1st Place for Americanism (Chairman: Kathy Steck); 
1st Place for Hospital Chairman (Chairman: Kathy 

Steck); the Legislative Award (Chairman:  Jeri Axtell); recognition for donations 
to the New Mexico Department’s President’s Special Project; a Certificate of 
Appreciation for accomplishments as a Patriotic Instructor (Chairman: Anna 
Lisa Miranda); and Treasurer of the Year was presented to Margaret Garcia.



LADIES AUXILIARY:
President:   Nancy Dean         
 Phone: (505) 665-3819
         E-mail: nld@lanl.gov

Sr. Vice Pres: Maria Valenzuela  
        Phone: (505) 672-9335 
         E-mail:     valenzuelam3@live.com 

Jr. Vice Pres:  Kathy Steck
         Phone:                      
 E-mail: SteckKathy@yahoo.com

Secretary: Cathy Crane
         Phone: 
         E-mail:    cc1@q.com

Treasurer: Margaret “Tita” Garcia
        Phone: (505) 412-2686
         E-mail: GTita65@yahoo.com

Chaplin:   Annalisa Miranda                 
        Phone:  
        E-mail:    Mirandasoy@aol.com

Conductress: Patti Remelius
        Phone: (505) 490-3169 
        E-mail:    Remelius@lanl.gov

Guard:  Kathryn Clark    
        Phone: (505) 412-1113 
        E-mail:    KClark1177@hotmail.com

Patriotic Instr.:  Alicia Garcia         
 Phone: (505) 662-4453 
        E-mail:    agluscious@gmail.com

Historian:  Alicia Garcia    

1st Yr Trustee:   Maria Valenzuela 
  

2nd Yr Trustee:  Annalisa Miranda   
 

3rd Yr Trustee:      Kathy Steck   

NOSE ART OF THE MONTH:  Consolidated B-24J-
165-CO Liberator 44-40527 “Sweet Routine” 11th Bomb 
Group, 26th Bomb Squadron.

BATTlE HyMN OF THE REpuBlIC
   Julia Ward Howe (1862)

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord.
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored.

He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword.
His truth is marching on.

Chorus:
Glory, glory hallelujah!
Glory, glory hallelujah!
Glory, glory hallelujah!

His truth is marching on.

I have seen Him in the watch fires of a hundred circling camps.
They have builded Him an altar in the evening dews and damps.
I can read His righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps.

His day is marching on.

I have read a fiery gospel writ in burnished rows of steel:
“As ye deal with My contemners, so with you My grace shall deal.”

Let the Hero born of women crush the serpent with His heel
Since God is marching on.

He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat.
He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgement seat.

Oh be swift, my soul, to answer Him!  Be jubilant,  my feet!
Our God is marching on.

In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea
With a glory in His bosom that transfigures you and me.
As He died to make men holy, let us die to make men free,

While God is marching on.



CANTEEN:
Hours:  Effective JUN 1, 2015

     Mon~Thu      1PM to at least 8PM
     Fri                    1PM to at least 9PM
     Sat    11AM to at least 8PM
     Sun     12PM to at least 7PM

Happy Hour:    4-6PM  MON~FRI
                      

           FRI/SAT ~ FREE POOL 

Smoking Policy:  Post 8874 is 
smoke free, except for the special 
smoking parlor room located in the 
entrance loft, adjacent to the Canteen.  

Canteen Manager:  Greg Hanson
 Phone: (505) 412-9634
        E-mail: BarMgr@vfw8874.org

Know Your Bartenders:
      Ashley D’Anna
      Samantha D’Anna
      Dan Cary
 Ryan Scarberry
 Lisa Stearns 

Pool Tables:  $. 50 per Game
 Free Pool on Weekends

Member’s Pool Table:  
 $2 per person per day

Wireless Internet:  Free
  Ask Bartender for Password

Atomic City Pool League:  
 Mon & Tues 6:30PM  
     CJ Nesherps: 
 E-mail:   cjnesherps@yahoo.com

World Tavern Poker:
 Wed (7-9PM) & Suns (3-5PM) 
     Mike Cutler: 
 E-mail:   Bosman.1@netzero.com

Jukebox:  Set Up Your Own Playlist
      www.mytouchtunes.com

HOW TO REquEST A DD FORM 214:
Military personnel records can be used for proving military service, or as a valuable 
tool in genealogical research, as well as establishing your eligibility for membership 
with the Veteran of Foreign War’s auxiliaries. Most veterans and their next-of-kin 
can obtain free copies of their DD Form 214 (Report of Separation) and other 
military and medical records several ways:

Request Your Military Service Records Online, by Mail, or by Fax:

         http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/

Note:  Response time for records requested from the National Personnel Records 
Center (NPRC) varies and is dependent upon the complexity of your request, the 
availability of records and their workload. Please do not send a follow-up request 
before 90 days have elapsed, as it may cause further delays. While the NPRC 
works actively to respond to each request in a timely fashion, the Center receives 
approximately 4,000-5,000 requests per day. They are responding to requests for 
separation documents within 10 days about 92% of the time. However, requests 
that involve reconstruction efforts due to the 1973 Fire, or older records which 
require extensive search efforts, may take 6 months or more to complete.

WORlD TAVERN pOKER:

TOP 21 RANKED PLAYERS for NE Region of New Mexico (as of July 9, 2015)
1 Brian Appell 10510    8 Scott Converse     10100 15 Jeffry Lujan         9827
2 Bob White 10350    9 Patrick Berkebile 10093  16 Gonzo _                9800
3 Mike Gallegos 10337        10 Debbie Gurley    10060  17 Tony Fox                   9797
4  Damon Hosford    10240 11 Michael Cutler     10013 18 Randy Phillips 9797
5 Todd Berkebile  10220  12  Sean White   9980 19 Cecilia Johnson 9733
6 Peter Samaniego  10197 13  Tanya Struble    9937  20 Patrick Majerus 9730 
7  Ken Rutherford  10183        14 Diego Sisneros   9907 21 Jose Aragon 9570



MEMBERSHIP:
     VFW 156 (139 Life)
 Ladies Auxiliary 68 (41 Life)
      

  

RECRUITING:
A healthy organization continues 
to grow and recruit new members, 
which brings in new ideas and energy.  
By actively engaging new members, 
we ensure the future of our honored 
organization, strengthen our cause, 
and better perform our mission.  
Each of us should be reaching out to 
fellow veterans to encourage their 
membership and have a goal of 
recruiting at least one new member 
per year.  If you are aware of someone 
who may be interested, please contact 
one of the post officers.          

SERVICE MEDAl ~ ARMy OF OCCupATION MEDAl:
The Army of Occupation Medal is a military award of the United States military 
which was established by the United States War Department on 5 April 1946.  The 
medal was created in the aftermath of the Second World War to recognize those 
who had performed occupation service in either Germany, Italy, Austria, or Japan. 
The original Army of Occupation Medal was intended only for members of the 
United States Army, but was expanded in 1948 to encompass the United States Air 
Force shortly after that service’s creation. The Navy and Marine equivalent of the 
Army of Occupation Medal is the Navy Occupation Service Medal.

Although authorized in 1946, it was not until 1947 that the 
first Army of Occupation Medals were distributed. The 
first medal was presented to General of the Army Dwight 
D. Eisenhower, who had been the Supreme Headquarters 
Allied Expeditionary Force Commander during World 
War II.

Because of the legal status of West Berlin as an occupied 
territory, the Army of Occupation Medal was issued for 
forty-five years until the unification of Germany in 1990, 
making it one of the longest active military awards of both 
the Second World War and the Cold War.

In addition, some recipients of the award were born two 
generations after the end of the conflict which the medal 
was designed to represent. Much like the National Defense 
Service Medal, the Army of Occupation Medal has come to 
be considered a “multi-generational” award.

To be awarded the Army of Occupation Medal, a service member was required 
to have performed at least thirty consecutive days of military duty within a 
designated geographical area of military occupation. The Army of Occupation 
Medal was presented with a campaign clasp, denoting either European or Asian 
service, depending on the region in which occupation service had been performed. 
Campaign clasps were worn on the full sized medal only with no corresponding 
device when wearing the Army of Occupation Medal as a ribbon on a military 
uniform.

In addition to the Germany clasp, for those service members who performed 92 
consecutive days of military duty during the Berlin Airlift in 1948 and 1949, the 
Berlin Airlift Device is authorized as a device to the Army of Occupation Medal.

The medal is bronze measuring 1.25 inches across. On the obverse, are the 
abutments of the Remagen Bridge with the words “ARMY OF OCCUPATION” 
inscribed above. On the reverse, is Mount Fuji with a low hanging cloud over two 
Japanese junks above a wave and the inscribed date “1945”. A bronze clasp 0.125 
inches wide and 1.5 inches in length with the word “GERMANY” or “JAPAN” is worn 
on the suspension ribbon of the medal to indicate service in Europe or the Far East. 
The ribbon is 1.375 inches wide with two thin white stripes at the edges and two 
thicker stripes in the middle, the first being black and the second in scarlet. A myth 
was that if a soldier served in Germany the ribbon’s black band was worn to his 
right and if in Japan the red was to his right. The only approved display was for the 
black band to be to the wearer’s right. 



MEDAl OF HONOR ~ CpT RAyMOND G. MuRpHy
Captain Raymond Gerald “Jerry” Murphy (Jan. 14, 1930 – Apr. 6, 2007) was the 
39th United States Marine to receive the Medal of Honor for heroism in the Korean 
War. He was decorated by President Dwight D. Eisenhower in a White House 
ceremony on October 27, 1953. He earned the Nation’s highest military decoration 
for heroic action for valor in the “Reno-Vegas” fighting of Feb. 1953.

Raymond Gerald Murphy was born in Pueblo, 
Colorado on January 14, 1930 to Thomas and 
Mame Murphy. He graduated from Pueblo Catholic 
High School in 1947. He attended Fort Lewis Junior 
College in Durango, Colorado for two years before 
transferring to Adams State College in Alamosa, 
Colorado. While in college, he played varsity 
football, basketball and baseball, and worked as 
a swimming instructor in Durango in the summer 
of 1950. In 1951, Murphy graduated from Adams 
State College with a degree in physical education. 
He joined the Marine Corps Reserve in May 1951 
and entered Officers Candidate School at Parris 
Island, South Carolina, the following month.

Commissioned a second lieutenant in September 1951, he was then ordered to 
Officers’ Basic School at Quantico, Virginia. Completing the course the following 
February, he was transferred to Camp Pendleton, CA, for advanced training before 
embarking for Korea in July 1952. In Korea, 2Lt Murphy served with the 5th 
Marines, 1st Marine Division until he was wounded in the action where he earned 
the Medal of Honor. After treatment aboard the Danish hospital ship Jutlandia, 
the American hospital ship Repose, and later in Japan, he was returned to the U. S. 
Naval Hospital, Mare Island, California, in March 1953. He was promoted to first 
lieutenant that same month.

He returned to Pueblo after his discharge from the hospital and was released from 
active duty April 7, 1953. On October 27, President Dwight Eisenhower presented 
Murphy and six others with the Medal of Honor during a ceremony at the White 
House. He is one of four Medal of Honor recipients from Pueblo, Colorado, the 
others being William J. Crawford, Drew Dennis Dix, and Carl L. Sitter. Murphy 
was promoted to captain on December 31, 1954 and discharged from the Marine 
Corps Reserve five years later on December 28, 1959.

After the war, Murphy moved to New Mexico. From 1974 until his retirement, he 
worked as a counselor for the Veterans Administration and became the Chief of 
Veterans Services. After retiring from the VA Jerry stayed on as a volunteer at the 
hospital until 2005. He and his wife, Maryann, raised three sons, John, Tim, and 
Michael, and a daughter, Eleanor.

Murphy died on April 6, 2007 in the Veterans Administration Nursing Home in 
Pueblo at age 77, after a long illness. He was buried at Santa Fe National Cemetery 
in Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Prior to his death, a bill was introduced in the U.S. Senate to name the Veterans’ 
Hospital in Albuquerque the Raymond G. Murphy Department of Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center.  The bill was passed by both houses of Congress and signed by 
President Bush on July 5, 2007. 

VETERAN AFFAIRS:
Benefits Information & Assistance
  (800) 827-1000

Health Care (877) 222-8387
Edu/Training  (888) 442-4551
VA Life Ins. (800) 669-8477
Office of SGLI (800) 419-1473
CHAM PVA (800) 733-8387
Helpline (Agent Orange/Gulf War)
  (800) 749-8387
Direct Deposit (877) 838-2778
Headstones (800) 697-6947
Device for Deaf (800) 829-4833

VFW’S CODE OF ETHICS:
•  Act in a professional manner at all 

times;
• Promote an environment where 

honesty and open communication 
are valued;

• Resolve differences of opinion in a 
professional and mature manner;

• Respect the confidentiality of 
privileged information;

• Refuse to engage in or tolerate 
any form of discrimination or 
harassment toward members, 
employees, volunteers or other 
officers;

•  Exhibit respect and fairness 
toward all people;

•  Speak highly of the organization 
and its members; and

• Promote VFW and support the 
activities of the organization.

Captain Raynond G. Murphy



U.S. FLAG:
http://www.usa-flag-site.org/history/

On JAN 1, 1776, the Continental Army 
was reorganized in accordance with 
a Congressional resolution which 
placed American forces under George 
Washington’s control. On that New 
Year’s Day the Continental Army 
was laying siege to Boston which had 
been taken over by the British Army. 
Washington ordered the Grand Union 
flag hoisted above his base at Prospect 
Hill. It had 13 alternate red and white 
stripes and the British Union Jack in 
the upper left-hand corner.

In MAY of 1776, Betsy Ross reported 
that she sewed the first American flag.

On JUN 14, 1777, in order to establish 
an official flag for the new nation, the 
Continental Congress passed the first 
Flag Act: “Resolved, That the flag of 
the United States be made of thirteen 
stripes, alternate red and white; that 
the union be thirteen stars, white 
in a blue field, representing a new 
Constellation.”

Between 1777 and 1960, Congress 
passed several acts that changed the 
shape, design and arrangement of the 
flag and allowed for additional stars 
and stripes to be added to reflect the 
admission of each new state.

• Act of JAN 13, 1794 – 15 stripes and 
15 stars after MAY 1795.

• Act of APR 4, 1818 – 13 stripes 
and one star for each state, to be 
added to the flag on the 4th of July 
following the admission of each new 
state, signed by President Monroe.

• Executive Order of President Taft, JUN 
24, 1912 – established proportions 
of the flag for arrangement of the 
stars in six horizontal rows of eight 
each, a single point of each star to be 
upward.

• Executive Order of President 
Eisenhower, JAN 3, 1959 – 
arrangement of the stars in seven 
rows of seven stars each, staggered 
horizontally and vertically.

• Executive Order of President 
Eisenhower, AUG 21, 1959 – 
arrangement of the stars in nine 
rows of stars staggered horizontally 
and eleven rows of stars staggered 
vertically.

ARMISTICE ENDS THE KOREAN WAR ~ July 27, 1953:
FROM:  http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/armistice-ends-the-korean-war

After three years of a bloody and frustrating war, the United States, the People’s 
Republic of China, North Korea, and South Korea agree to an armistice, bringing the 
Korean War to an end. The armistice ended America’s first experiment with the 
Cold War concept of “limited war.”

The Korean War began on June 25, 1950, 
when communist North Korea invaded South 
Korea. Almost immediately, the United States 
secured a resolution from the United Nations 
calling for the military defense of South Korea 
against the North Korean aggression. In a 
matter of days, U.S. land, air, and sea forces had 
joined the battle. The U.S. intervention turned 
the tide of the war, and soon the U.S. and South 
Korean forces were pushing into North Korea 
and toward that nation’s border with China. 
In November and December 1951, hundreds 
of thousands of troops from the People’s 
Republic of China began heavy assaults 
against the American and South Korea forces. 
The war eventually bogged down into a battle 
of attrition. In the U.S. presidential election 
of 1952, Republican candidate Dwight D. 
Eisenhower strongly criticized President Harry S. Truman’s handling of the war. 
After his victory, Eisenhower adhered to his promise to “go to Korea.” His trip 
convinced him that something new was needed to break the diplomatic logjam 
at the peace talks that had begun in July 1951. Eisenhower began to publicly hint 
that the United States might make use of its nuclear arsenal to break the military 
stalemate in Korea. He allowed the Nationalist Chinese government on Taiwan to 
begin harassing air raids on mainland China. The president also put pressure on his 
South Korean ally to drop some of its demands in order to speed the peace process.

Whether or not Eisenhower’s threats of nuclear attacks helped, by July 1953 all 
sides involved in the conflict were ready to sign an agreement ending the bloodshed. 
The armistice, signed on July 27, established a committee of representatives from 
neutral countries to decide the fate of the thousands of prisoners of war on both 
sides. It was eventually decided that the POWs could choose their own fate–stay 
where they were or return to their homelands. A new border between North and 
South Korea was drawn, which gave South Korea some additional territory and 
demilitarized the zone between the two nations. The war cost the lives of millions 
of Koreans and Chinese, as well as over 50,000 Americans. It had been a frustrating 
war for Americans, who were used to forcing the unconditional surrender of their 
enemies. Many also could not understand why the United States had not expanded 
the war into China or used its nuclear arsenal. As government officials were well 
aware, however, such actions would likely have prompted World War III.



CONTACTS:
              www.vfw8874.org

VFW/Canteen Phone:  
 (505) 662-3506
 VFW8874@qwestoffice.net

NM Veterans’ Service Officer:  
 Jeff George
      (505) 827-7213
     jeff.george@state.nm.us

NM VFW Service Officer (NVS):
 Cynthia Archuleta
 (505) 346-4881
 cynthia.archuleta@va.gov

VFW Tactical Assessment Center:
 24-hour help line for questions
 & concerns w/VA entitlements
 (800) VFW-1899

Creole Nouvelle Restaurant:  
 MON~THUR , 10:30AM~2PM
 FRI, 10:30AM~8PM
*10% Discount for VFW Members*
 Pete & Esther Lucchini
            (505) 661-4050
               www.facebook.com/CreoleNouvelle

Disabled American Veteran (DAV) 
Service:  Provides free rides to 
veterans Tuesday thru Thursday to 
and from the Albuquerque Veterans 
Administration Hospital.  

For assistance call:

     Merejildo Ortega        
 (505) 351-4405

     Bernardo Jaramillo   
 (505) 753-5594

VFW SAluTES NEW AGENT ORANGE DECISION:
http://myvfw.org/newmexico/latest-news/

The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States is saluting today’s [June 2015] 
decision by the Department of Veterans Affairs to begin accepting disability claims 
from veterans potentially exposed to Agent Orange-contaminated aircraft in the 
post-Vietnam era. The decision by VA Secretary Bob McDonald could now benefit 
as many as 1,500 to 2,100 Air Force and Air Force Reserve personnel who might 
suffer from any of 14 presumptive medical conditions that have been determined to 
be related to Agent Orange exposure.

The VA secretary made the 
decision to expand benefits 
following a 2015 report by the 
National Academy of Sciences 
Institute of Medicine on Post-
Vietnam Dioxin Exposure in 
Agent Orange-Contaminated 
C-123 Aircraft. The report 
found evidence that those who 
served aboard or worked on 
the C-123 aircraft were exposed to the herbicide, both during and after Vietnam, 
when many of the aircraft remained in service for aeromedical transportation or in 
a mosquito abatement role back in the U.S.

“The VFW has been pushing for this decision for years,” said VFW National 
Commander John W. Stroud, “because something inside these aircraft was making 
people sick years after the plane last flew a defoliating mission in Vietnam. We thank 
the Institute of Medicine for determining a contributing link between exposure and 
the 14 medical conditions, and Secretary McDonald for making a quick call to care for 
more veterans.”

All airmen who were assigned to flight, ground or medical crew duties at Lockbourne/
Rickenbacker Air Force Base in Ohio (the 906th and 907th Tactical Air Groups 
or 355th and 356th Tactical Airlift Squadrons), at Massachusetts’s Westover AFB 
(the 731st Tactical Air Squadron and 74th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron), 
or with the 758th Airlift Squadron in Pittsburgh, during the period 1969 to 1986, 
and who may have developed an Agent Orange-related disability, are encouraged to 
file a disability compensation claim through the VA’s eBenefits web portal (https://
www.ebenefits.va.gov/), or to seek the free and expert assistance of a national VFW 
Service Officer at http://www.vfw.org/NVS/.



REPRESENTATION:

President Barack Obama
 Website:     www.whitehouse.gov
 Phone:        (202) 456-1111
 Address:    The White House
  1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
  Washington, DC 20500

Senator Tom Udall
          Website:  www.tomudall.senate.gov
          Phone:    (202) 224-6621
          Address:  110 Hart Senate Off. Bldg
             Washington DC, 20510

Senator Martin Heinrich
          Phone:     (202) 224-5521
          Address:   B40D Dirksen Senate Office Bld
             Washington, DC 20510

Rep. Ben Ray Luján
          Website:   www.lujan.house.gov
          Phone:     (202) 225-6190
          Address:   330 Cannon HOB
              Washington, D.C. 20515

Governor Susana Martinez
          Phone:      (505) 476-2200
          Address:   490 Old Santa Fe Trail, Rm400
               Santa Fe, NM 87501

Sen. Richard C. Martinez
          Phone:      (505) 929-0125
          E-mail:       richard.martinez@nmlegis.gov
          Address:   Box 762 
              Espanola, NM 87532  

NM Rep. Stephanie G. Richard
          Phone:     (505) 500-4343
          E-mail:      stephanie.garciarichard@nmlegis.gov
          Address:  P.O. Box 4657 
                              Los Alamos, NM 87544

Los Alamos County Council           
          Phone:     (505) 663-1750
          E-mail:      countycouncil@lacnm.us
          Address:  1000 Central  Ave., Suite 350
                               Los Alamos, NM  87544

VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA RECRuITING:
http://www.ladailypost.com/content/veterans-service-organization-seeks-local-volunteers

SANTA FE — Vietnam Veterans of America 
(VVA) Northern New Mexico Chapter 996 is 
looking for local volunteers to join the chapter 
and assist with its mission of helping local 
veterans and their families.
 

The invitation is extended to all Vietnam War 
veterans and veterans of any war era—along 
with families, students, non-veterans and any 
community/civic-minded members of the 
general public.
 

Founded in 1978, the VVA is the only 
national Vietnam veterans’ organization 
congressionally chartered and dedicated to Vietnam-era veterans and their families. 
But VVA Northern New Mexico Chapter 996 has expanded its mission to helping all 
veterans and families—especially those recently returning from Iraq, Afghanistan 
and other missions related America’s Global War on Terror, which commenced in 
response to the 2001 9/11 Terrorist Attacks in New York City and Washington, D.C.
 

The VVA is congressionally chartered as a not-for-profit corporation and is tax-
exempt under Section 501(c) (19) of the Internal Revenue Service Code.
 

The Northern New Mexico/Chapter 996 is one of seven VVA chapters in New 
Mexico. It is one of the more active and visible community organizations in northern 
New Mexico.  The chapter organizes food and clothing drives—and is an active 
partner with the annual Stand Down for Homeless Veterans held every Fall at the 
Santa Fe University of Art and Design. The chapter’s “Color Guard” is one of the 
most frequently-requested units to “Post the Colors” at civic and community events 
throughout northern and central New Mexico.
 

For more information and to become a member of Vietnam Veterans of American/
Northern New Mexico Chapter 996, contact Eddie Romero at (505) 930-9194 or 
ejr_1949@yahoo.com.

pROTECT yOuR RETIREMENT pENSION:
From:  Consumer Financial Protection Bureau Blog at http://www.consumerfinance.gov/blog/

A pension advance is a loan or cash advance in exchange for all or part of your 
pension.  Many pension advance companies charge consumers high interest rates 
and fees.  These costs can really add up.  Pension advances can quickly strip away 
pension income.  If you are considering a pension advance, follow these dos and 
don’ts:

Don’t give anyone access or control over your monthly pension payments.  
Pension advance lenders sometimes arrange for monthly to be automatically 
deposited in a newly created bank account and then debited to pay back the loan, 
fees and interest charges.  This allows the company to withdraw payments and 
fees directly from your account.

If you’re asked to sing up for life insurance with the pension advance 
company as your beneficiary, be cautious.  Pension advance companies 
sometimes require consumers to sing up for life insurance with the company as 
the consumer’s beneficiary.  You could end up footing the bill for the insurance.

Don’t be fooled by patriotic-sounding names, logos or claims of government-
backing.  Some companies try to trick consumers into thinking that their pension 
advance loan is endorsed by a federal/state government agency. Don’t fall for this.

Do look at other options.  If you’re turning to pension advances because you’re 
having financial difficulties, consider getting financial coaching or counseling 
from a professional.  Many non-profit credit counseling agencies change sliding-
scale fees so consumer who need help can afford their services.



VFW MISSION:  
To foster camaraderie among United 
States Veterans of overseas conflicts. 
To serve our veterans, the military, 
and our communities. To advocate on 
behalf of all veterans. 

VFW VISION: 
Ensure that veterans are respected 
for their service, always receive 
their earned entitlements, and are 
recognized for the sacrifices they and 
their loved ones have made on behalf 
of this great country. 

VFW PURPOSE: 
The purpose of this corporation 
are fraternal, patriotic, historical, 
charitable, and educational and are; to 
preserve and strengthen comradeship 
among its members; to assist their 
widows and orphans; to maintain 
true allegiance to the Government of 
the United States, and fidelity to its 
Constitution and laws; to foster true 
patriotism; to maintain and extend 
the institutions of American freedom; 
and to preserve and defend the United 
States from all enemies.

VFW CORE VALUES:
• Always put the interests of our 

members first  
• Treat donors as partners in our 

cause 
• Promote patriotism
• Honor military service
• Ensure the care of veterans and 

their families 
• Serve our communities
• Promote a positive image of the 

VFW
• Respect the diversity of veteran 

opinions 

VFW PRIORITIES: 

• VA Health Care
• Suicides & Homelessness
• VA Benefits & Compensation
• Seamless Transition
• Military Quality of Life
• Education & Employment
• Defense & Homeland Security
• POW/MIA

SANTA FE NATIONAl CEMETERy:
FROM:  http://www.cem.va.gov/cems/nchp/santafe.asp#np

Initial interments at the cemetery site were the remains of 265 U.S. soldiers from 
the battlefields of Glorieta, Koslouskys and Fort Marcy.

Subsequent to its second designation in 1892 as a national cemetery, Santa Fe 
National Cemetery was chosen as the final resting place for the mortal remains of 
many soldiers who had served and died at the lonely outpost of the southwestern 
frontier. Remains from the post cemeteries at Fort Apache and Fort Grant, AZ; 
Fort Hatch and Fort Wingate, NM; and Fort Duchesne, UT, are reinterred in this 
cemetery.

The remains of Governor Charles Bent, the first American governor of the Territory 
of New Mexico, were among 47 bodies removed in 1895 from the old Masonic 
Cemetery in Santa Fe to the national cemetery.  Governor Bent was killed on Jan. 19, 
1847, in an Indian uprising at Taos. The remains of five Confederate soldiers, who 
died in April 1862, were also among those removed from the Masonic Cemetery to 
Santa Fe National Cemetery.

On June 23, 1987, the remains of 31 Confederate soldiers (ranging in age from 17 to 
42) of the 4th, 5th, and 7th Regiments of the Texas Mounted Volunteers, who were 
killed or died as a result of wounds during the Battle of Glorieta Pass, March 28, 
1862, were discovered in a mass grave on the New Mexico Battlefield of Glorieta 
Pass. Three soldiers were identified and reinterred in separate graves. The remains 
of 28 Confederate soldiers who could not be identified are buried in Section K, 
Grave 330C. A monument honors these Confederate soldiers who were reinterred 
at the Santa Fe National Cemetery on April 25, 1993.

Santa Fe National Cemetery is the burial place of Major General Patrick J. Hurley, 
Secretary of War in the cabinet of President Herbert Hoover. He served with 
distinction in World Wars I and II, and as U.S. Ambassador to China during the 
period of 1944-45. General Hurley died on July 30, 1963 and was interred with full 
military honors in Section S, Grave 149.

The cemetery is also the burial place of Oliver LaFarge who won a Pulitzer Prize 
for literature in 1930 for his book “Laughing Boy,” a story of an Indian youth caught 
between his tribe’s traditional life and forces of modern society. He was the author 
of many books and articles concerning the American Indian and was a special friend 
and champion of the Navajo Indians in New Mexico and Arizona. LaFarge served as 
a Lt. Col. with the Army Air Force during World War II. He died on Aug. 2, 1963, and 
was interred in Section O, Grave 300 on Aug. 5, 1963.

Also buried at the Santa Fe National Cemetery is Warrant Officer John W. Frink, 
MIA from 1972-1994, who was interred with his father, Harry Wallace Frink, in 
Section O, Grave 371 on May 25, 1994.

Medal of Honor Recipients in the Santa Fe National Cemetery:
 

• Army Scout Sgt. Y. B. Rowdy, (Indian Campaigns), Co. A, Indian Scouts.
• Pvt. Edwin L. Elwood, (Indian Campaigns), Co. G, 8th U.S. Cavalry.
• Watertender Edward A. Clary, U.S. Navy. On board the U.S.S. Hopkins.
• Cpl. Jacob Gunther, (Indian Campaigns), Co. E, 8th U.S. Cavalry.
• 1st Lt. Alexander Bonnyman, Jr., (WW II), U.S. Marine Corps Reserves.
• PFC Jose F. Valdez, (WW II), U.S. Army, Co. B, 7th Inf., 3rd Inf. Division.
• Spc. 4th Class Daniel D. Fernandez, (Vietnam), U.S. Army, Co. C, 1st Bn, 5th 

Inf. (mechanized) 25th Inf. Division.
• Cpt. Robert S. Scott, (WW II), U.S. Army, 172nd Inf., 43rd Inf. Division.
• 2nd Lt. Raymond G. “Jerry” Murphy, (Korean War), U.S. Marine Corps 

Reserve, Co. A, 1st Bn, 5th Marines, 1st Marine Division (Rein).



VFW MEMBER’S 
OBLIGATION:
In the presence of Almighty God - 
and the members of this order here 
assembled - I (Your Name), do of my 
own free will and accord, solemnly 
promise and declare that:

• I will bear true allegiance - to the 
Constitution of the United States 
of America - and I will always be 
loyal thereto.

• I do further solemnly promise and 
declare - that I will comply with 
the Congressional Charter - By-
Laws and Ritual of this Order - and 
I will always be loyal thereto - that 
I will never wrong or defraud 
this organization - nor a member 
thereof - nor permit any wrong to 
be done to either - if in my power 
to prevent it.

• I will never propose for 
membership - any person not 
eligible - nor one whom I know to 
be unworthy.

• I will never make known to anyone 
- not authorized to receive it - any 
of the work of this order.

• Should my affiliation - with the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States - cease in any way 
- I will consider this pledge - as 
binding outside of the order - as 
though I had remained a member 
of same.

• All this I promise and pledge - upon 
the honor of a true comrade - and a 
citizen of our great republic.

MANHATTAN pROJECT ~ FIRST ATOMIC BOMB TEST:
www.history.com/this-day-in-history/the-first-atomic-bomb-test-is-successfully-exploded

On this day (July 16) in 1945, at 5:29:45 a.m., the Manhattan Project comes to an 
explosive end as the first atom bomb is successfully tested in Alamogordo, New 
Mexico.

Plans for the creation of a uranium bomb 
by the Allies were established as early as 
1939, when Italian emigre physicist Enrico 
Fermi met with U.S. Navy department 
officials at Columbia University to discuss 
the use of fissionable materials for 
military purposes. That same year, Albert 
Einstein wrote to President Franklin 
Roosevelt supporting the theory that an 
uncontrolled nuclear chain reaction had 
great potential as a basis for a weapon 
of mass destruction. In February 1940, 
the federal government granted a total 
of $6,000 for research. But in early 1942, 
with the United States now at war with 
the Axis powers, and fear mounting that Germany was working on its own uranium 
bomb, the War Department took a more active interest, and limits on resources for 
the project were removed.

Brigadier-General Leslie R. Groves, himself an engineer, was now in complete 
charge of a project to assemble the greatest minds in science and discover how to 
harness the power of the atom as a means of bringing the war to a decisive end. The 
Manhattan Project (so-called because of where the research began) would wind 
its way through many locations during the early period of theoretical exploration, 
most importantly, the University of Chicago, where Enrico Fermi successfully set 
off the first fission chain reaction. But the Project took final form in the desert of 
New Mexico, where, in 1943, Robert J. Oppenheimer began directing Project Y at 
a laboratory at Los Alamos, along with such minds as Hans Bethe, Edward Teller, 
and Fermi. Here theory and practice came together, as the problems of achieving 
critical mass—a nuclear explosion—and the construction of a deliverable bomb 
were worked out.

Finally, on the morning of July 16,in the New Mexico desert 120 miles south of Santa 
Fe, the first atomic bomb was detonated. The scientists and a few dignitaries had 
removed themselves 10,000 yards away to observe as the first mushroom cloud of 
searing light stretched 40,000 feet into the air and generated the destructive power 
of 15,000 to 20,000 tons of TNT. The tower on which the bomb sat when detonated 
was vaporized.

The question now became—on whom was the bomb to be dropped? Germany was 
the original target, but the Germans had already surrendered. The only belligerent 
remaining was Japan.

A footnote: The original $6,000 budget for the Manhattan Project finally ballooned 
to a total cost of $2 billion.




