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COMMANDER’S THINK TANK:

POST CALENDAR:
SUNs
World Tavern Poker
WEDs
World Tavern Poker
FRI/SAT Free Pool

3:00PM
7:00PM
All Day

VFW NM State Convention. ABQ
D-Day
Council Meeting, ABQ
VFW Meeting - 6PM
Ladies Auxiliary Meeting - 6PM
Flag Day
Army B-Day
Steak & Enchilada Dinner
Father’s Day
Coast Guard Auxiliary B-Day
Am Legion NM Conv., Los Alamos
National PTSD Awareness Day

JUN 5-6
JUN 6
JUN 7
JUN 10
JUN 11
JUN 14
JUN 14
JUN 20
JUN 21
JUN 23
JUN 25-28
JUN 27

Independence Day
VFW Meeting - 6PM
Ladies Auxiliary Meeting - 6PM
VFW National Convention, Pittsburg

JUL 4
JUL 8
JUL 9
JUL 18-22

Coast Guard Day
Purple Heart Day
VFW Meeting - 6PM
Ladies Auxiliary Meeting - 6PM
National Airborne Day
Marine Corps Reserve B-Day

AUG 4
AUG 7
AUG 12
AUG 13
AUG 16
AUG 29

JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

1st Lieutenant John D. Gamble

Hello Comrades,

Another month has gone by since our last correspondence. I received a lot of
positive feedback on our last newsletter—thank you Jason Lott. It definitely is a
good way to communicate with all of you, so we will continue to release it as long
as Jason is able to.
While many things have remained status quo at our post, below are some of the
upcoming events, accomplishments and reminders that we would like to pass along
to all of you:

• We have been working with the New Mexico Lottery to bring the electronic
Bingo game and lottery tickets to our post. We hope to have the Bingo machines
installed by the end of this month—so come by and play live or buy your ticket
and check it later. You will also be able to purchase lottery tickets (powerball,
mega millions, etc.). Sorry, we will not be selling scratchers at this time;
• Our Ladies Auxiliary will be hosting a ribeye steak dinner on Saturday, June
20. The proceeds will benefit the National Military and Veterans Services, so
please help us spread the word and come by and have a great dinner with us;
• The department New Mexico state convention was held on Saturday, June 6 in
Albuquerque’s Sheraton Hotel. Our post received a gift from the department
for achieving 100% membership (that is great!) and our Ladies Auxiliary were
presented with numerous awards including president and quartermaster of
the year. They received so many awards that Tita literally stayed by the podium
collecting them all. I want to congratulate them for all the work that they do,
not just for us, but for the entire community. They are definitely the backbone
of our post and we could not do it without them;
• As many of you are aware, our post grounds are in great need of maintenance.
David Martinez, his son Mark and friends were able to mow the grass and clean
one side of the post. I want to thank them for volunteering their time. So if
anyone is interested in helping clean in and around the post, please let us know.
Volunteers (members and guests) are always welcomed;
• We are working on a website and hope to have it up-and-running soon. We will
publicize it once we finalize it. This will be another great way to communicate
to all of you of upcoming events and everything happening at our post;
• Finally, we want to make you all aware that we have been in discussion with the
local American Legion of a possible merger to try to cut down on maintenance
and other costs. While this is in the early stages of discussions, we are now
seeking input from all the members. But please remember, that the only way to
influence future decisions is through your participation at monthly membership
meetings where we discuss these and other important matters. Having said
that, remember that all our meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each
month (6pm). This month we will meet on June 10, so come by if you are able
to. The more members that we have at our meetings, the better.

And with that, I will offer my farewell for this month. We hope to see you all soon.
Roger Anaya, Commander
VFW Post 8874		

LOOKING FOR YOU!!!
~ IF YOU HAVEN’T BEEN BY IN WHILE ~
~ PLEASE STOP BY! ~
~ WE ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO VISIT EACH WEEK ~

IT’S IMPORTANT FOR OUR MEMBERSHIP TO KNOW ONE ANOTHER,
FOR CAMARADERIE AND SUPPORT!

Don’t Give Up the Ship:
FROM: The American Patriot’s Almanac

During the War of 1812 between the United States and Britain, Captain James
Lawrence sailed in command of the 36-gun frigate USS Chesapeake. On June 1,
1813, the Chesapeake engaged the warship HMS Shannon near Boson in a ship-toship duel. Lawrence’s crew was young and inexperienced, while the Shannon had
one of the best-trained crews in the Royal Navy. The British guns quickly cut away
the Chesapeake’s rigging, setting her adrift, and the king’s men swarmed onto the
American vessel.

Within a few minutes Captain Lawrence was mortally wounded. As he was carried
below deck, he gave his last order: “Tell the men to fire faster! Don’t give up the
ship!”
Despite the captain’s exhortation, the Chesapeake was soon captured. Lawrence
died a few days later, leaving behind a wife
and daughter.
When fellow officer Oliver Hazard
Perry heard of Lawrence’s death, he had
his friend’s dying words stitched onto a
large blue banner, which he flew from his
flagship, the USS Lawrence -- named for
Captain Lawrence -- when he fought the British on Lake Erie in September 1813.

Perry’s flag now hangs in a place of honor in Memorial Hall at the U.S. Naval
Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. The words it bears -- “Don’t Give Up the Ship”

ladies auxiliary:

Please be sure to join us for the Ladies Auxiliary Ribeye and
Enchilada Dinner on Saturday, June 20, at 5PM. Tickets are $18,
and are available from any of the members or at the VFW Canteen.
The dinner includes a ribeye steak, baked potato, enchilada, corn
on the cob, salad, and desert. Proceeds to benefit the National
Military and Veterans Services.
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Jason Lott
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Membership Chair: Eli Garcia
Patriot’s Pen Chair: Need Chair
Voice of Democracy Chair: Need Chair
Teacher of the Year Chair: Art Brown
Scout of the Year Chair: Jason Lott

The Way of the Monastic Warrior: Lessons from
Major Dick Winters (The Art of Manliness)

NOSE ART OF THE MONTH: WWII military
bomber featuring a likeness of Jane Russell on the B-29
Superfortress “The Outlaw” S/N 42-65306 of the 28th
Bomb Squadron, 19th Bomb Group. The aircraft later
crashed on takeoff in 1951.

The Army’s Birthday ~ 14 June 1775:
FROM: http://www.history.army.mil/html/faq/birth.html
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Patti Remelius

		

2nd Yr Trustee: Annalisa Miranda
3rd Yr Trustee:

Kathy Steck

When the American Revolution broke
out, the rebellious colonies did not
possess an army in the modern sense.
Rather, the revolutionaries fielded
an amateur force of colonial troops, cobbled together from various New England
militia companies. They had no unified chain of command, and although Artemas
Ward of Massachusetts exercised authority by informal agreement, officers from
other colonies were not obligated to obey his orders. The American volunteers
were led, equipped, armed, paid for, and supported by the colonies from which they
were raised.

In the spring of 1775, this “army” was about to confront British troops near Boston,
Massachusetts. The revolutionaries had to re-organize their forces quickly if they
were to stand a chance against Britain’s seasoned professionals. Recognizing
the need to enlist the support of all of the American seaboard colonies, the
Massachusetts Provincial Congress appealed to the Second Continental Congress
in Philadelphia to assume authority for the New England Army. Reportedly, at John
Adams’ request, Congress voted to “adopt” the Boston troops on June 14, although
there is no written record of this decision. Also on this day, Congress resolved to
form a committee “to bring in a draft of rules and regulations for the government of
the Army,” and voted $2,000,000 to support the forces around Boston, and those at
New York City. Moreover, Congress authorized the formation of ten companies of
expert riflemen from Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, which were directed to
march to Boston to support the New England Militia.
George Washington received his appointment as Commander-in-Chief of the
Continental Army the next day, and formally took command at Boston on July 3,
1775.

CANTEEN:
Hours: Effective JUN 1, 2015

Mon~Thu 1PM to at least 8PM
Fri
1PM to at least 9PM
Sat
11AM to at least 8PM
Sun
12PM to at least 7PM

Happy Hour: 4-6PM MON~FRI
FRI/SAT ~ FREE POOL

Father’s Day ~ June 21:
Excerpt from: The American Patriot’s Almanac

Sonora Louise Smart Dodd of Spokane, Washington, came up with the idea of a
day to honor fathers in 1909. Her own father, William Smart, was a Civil War
veteran whose wife had died in childbirth. Dodd thought about the difficulties her
father had faced as he struggled to raise his six motherless children on a farm in
eastern Washington, and she set her mind to honoring all fathers. She approached
local churches, and on Sunday, June 19, 1910, Spokane ministers celebrated the first
Father’s Day by reminding their congregations of the appreciation fathers deserve
and the duties fathers owe to their families.
In 1916 President Woodrow Wilson took part in a Father’s Day celebration by
pressing a button in the White House that unfurled a flag in Spokane. In 1924
President Calvin Coolidge recommended the widespread observance of the holiday
to honor dads and “impress upon fathers the full measure of their obligations.”

Smoking Policy:
Post 8874 is
smoke free, except for the special
smoking parlor room located in the
entrance loft, adjacent to the Canteen.
Canteen Manager: Greg Hanson
Phone: (505) 412-9634
E-mail: BarMgr@vfw8874.org
Know Your Bartenders:
Ashley D’Anna
Samantha D’Anna
Dan Cary
Ryan Scarberry
Lisa Stearns

The idea of a national Father’s Day was slow to catch on, but communities and
states gradually joined the observance. During the Depression, in an effort to boost
sales, retailers began encouraging the holiday with “Give Dad Something to Wear”
campaigns.
In 1972 President Richard
Nixon signed a law officially
recognizing the third Sunday
in June as Father’s Day.
Each year, the president
issues a proclamation urging
Americans to remember all
that their fathers have given
to family and country.

Pool Tables: $. 50 per Game
Free Pool on Weekends

WORLD TAVERN POKER:

Member’s Pool Table:
$2 per person per day

Wireless Internet: Free
Ask Bartender for Password

TOP 21 RANKED PLAYERS for NE Region of New Mexico (as of June 2, 2015)
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Brian Appell
Mike Gallegos
Bob White
Todd Berkebile
Patrick Berkebile
Debbie Gurley
Ken Rutherford

10407
10287
10033
10027
9987
9960
9887

8
9
10
11
12
13
14

Scott Converse
Tony Fox
Diego Sisneros
Michael Cutler
Tanya Struble
Sean White
Jeffry Lujan

9807
9797
9770
9710
9657
9650
9620

15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Peter Samaniego
Damon Hosford
Randy Phillips
Jose Aragon
Cecilia Johnson
Gonzo _
Cat Scarberry

9590
9580
9513
9507
9440
9370
9337

Atomic City Pool League:
Mon & Tues 6:30PM
CJ Nesherps:
E-mail: cjnesherps@yahoo.com

World Tavern Poker:
Wed (7-9PM) & Suns (3-5PM)
Mike Cutler:
E-mail: Bosman.1@netzero.com
Jukebox: Set Up Your Own Playlist
www.mytouchtunes.com

MEMBERSHIP:
VFW
Ladies Auxiliary

156 (139 Life)
68 (41 Life)

Service MEDAL ~ Kosovo Campaign Medal:
On May 3, 2000, President Clinton approved the establishment of the Kosovo
Campaign Medal to recognize the accomplishments of military servicemembers
participating or in direct support of Kosovo operations within established areas of
eligibility.
Criteria: Service members are authorized the Kosovo
Campaign Medal in direct support of the operation for 30
consecutive days in the AOE or for 60 nonconsecutive days in
direct support of Kosovo operations:
ALLIED FORCE (MAR 24, 1999-JUN 10, 1999)
JOINT GUARDIAN (JUN 11, 1999- Date to be Determined)
ALLIED HARBOUR (APR 4, 1999-SEP 1, 1999)
SUSTAIN HOPE / SHINING HOPE (APR 4, 1999-JUL 10, 1999)
NOBLE ANVIL (MAR 24, 1999-JUL 20, 1999)
Kosovo Task Force HAWK (APR 5, 1999-JUN 24, 1999)
Kosovo Task Force SABER (MAR 31, 1999-JUL 8, 1999)
Kosovo Task Force FALCON (JUN 11, 1999-Date to be Determined)
Kosovo Task Force HUNTER (APR 1, 1999-1 NOV 1999)

Kosovo Air Campaign (MAR 24, 1999-JUN 10, 1999) Area of eligibility: The
total land area and air space of Serbia (including Kosovo), Montenegro, Albania,
Macedonia, Bosnia, Croatia, Hungary, Romania, Greece, Bulgaria, Italy and Slovenia;
and the waters and air space of the Adriatic and Ionian Sea north of the 39th North
Latitude.

RECRUITING:
A healthy organization continues
to grow and recruit new members,
which brings in new ideas and energy.
By actively engaging new members,
we ensure the future of our honored
organization, strengthen our cause,
and better perform our mission.
Each of us should be reaching out to
fellow veterans to encourage their
membership and have a goal of
recruiting at least one new member
per year. If you are aware of someone
who may be interested, please contact
one of the post officers.

Kosovo Defense Campaign (JUN 11, 1999-Date Date to be Determined) Area
of eligibility: The total land area and air space of Serbia (including Kosovo),
Montenegro, Albania, Macedonia, and the waters and air space of the Adriatic Seas
within 12 nautical miles of the Montenegro, Albania, and Croatia coastlines south of
42 degrees and 52 minutes North Latitude.
In the center of a bronze medallion, two mountains with a pass between them rest
in front of a fertile valley and atop a wreath composed of two stylized sheaves of
wheat. Behind the mountains a rising sun, and superimposed over the sun’s rays are
the words, in two lines, KOSOVO CAMPAIGN. The stylized wreath of grain reflects
the agricultural character of the area and its economy and symbolizes basic human
rights while high-lighting the desire of all for peace, safety and prosperity.

The rocky terrain, fertile valley, and mountain pass refer to the Dinartic Alps and the
campaign’s theater of operations. The sunrise denotes the dawning of a new age of
unity and hope, the right to forge a future of freedom, progress, and harmony; thus
fulfilling the goal of the Alliance. In the center of a bronze medallion, the outline of
a map of the Yugoslavian Province of Kosovo. Beneath the map is a three-pointed
star. In a circle surrounding the map and star are the words In Defense Of Humanity.
The outline of the Province of Kosovo denotes the area of conflict, and is combined
with the NATO star, the highlighted cardinal points of the compass, signifying the
Alliance participants who stabilized the region and provided massive relief. The
inscription reinforces the objective of the military action conducted during the
campaign.

Ribbon Description: The ribbon consists of red, white, and blue pinstripes of equal
width in the center; the ribbon to the wearer’s right is dark blue and abuts to the
red pinstripe; the ribbon to the wearer’s left is red, and abuts to the blue pinstripe.
The red, white, and blue were suggested by the NATO Alliance’s colors, and the red,
white, and blue pinstripes represent the colors of the United States flag.
Authorized Device: A bronze service star is authorized for qualified participation
during each of the above mentioned campaigns. An individual who participated in
one campaign would wear the medal and/or ribbon with one bronze service star.
Meeting the qualifications in each of the two campaigns would warrant the Kosovo
Campaign Medal and two bronze service stars. However, if an individual began in
one campaign and carried over into the second campaign, they would only qualify
for one bronze service star.

MEDALS OF HONOR: D-dAy
Carlton William Barrett, November 24, 1919 – May 3, 1986
For gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life
above and beyond the call of duty on 6 June 1944, in
the vicinity of St. Laurent-sur-Mer, France. On the
morning of D-day Pvt. Barrett, landing in the face of
extremely heavy enemy fire, was forced to wade ashore
through neck-deep water. Disregarding the personal
danger, he returned to the surf again and again to
assist his floundering comrades and save them from
drowning. Refusing to remain pinned down by the
intense barrage of small-arms and mortar fire poured
at the landing points, Pvt. Barrett, working with
fierce determination, saved many lives by carrying
casualties to an evacuation boat lying offshore. In
addition to his assigned mission as guide, he carried dispatches the length of the
fire-swept beach; he assisted the wounded; he calmed the shocked; he arose as a
leader in the stress of the occasion. His coolness and his dauntless daring courage
while constantly risking his life during a period of many hours had an inestimable
effect on his comrades and is in keeping with the highest traditions of the U.S. Army.
Jimmie Waters Monteith, Jr., July 1, 1917 – June 6, 1944
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and
beyond the call of duty on 6 June 1944, near Collevillesur-Mer, France. 1st Lt. Monteith landed with the
initial assault waves on the coast of France under
heavy enemy fire. Without regard to his own personal
safety he continually moved up and down the beach
reorganizing men for further assault. He then led the
assault over a narrow protective ledge and across the
flat, exposed terrain to the comparative safety of a cliff.
Retracing his steps across the field to the beach, he
moved over to where 2 tanks were buttoned up and blind
under violent enemy artillery and machine gun fire.
Completely exposed to the intense fire, 1st Lt. Monteith
led the tanks on foot through a minefield and into firing positions. Under his direction
several enemy positions were destroyed. He then rejoined his company and under his
leadership his men captured an advantageous position on the hill. Supervising the
defense of his newly won position against repeated vicious counterattacks, he continued
to ignore his own personal safety, repeatedly crossing the 200 or 300 yards of open
terrain under heavy fire to strengthen links in his defensive chain. When the enemy
succeeded in completely surrounding 1st Lt. Monteith and his unit and while leading
the fight out of the situation, 1st Lt. Monteith was killed by enemy fire. The courage,
gallantry, and intrepid leadership displayed by 1st Lt. Monteith is worthy of emulation.

VFW’S CODE OF ETHICS:
• Act in a professional manner at all
times;
• Promote an environment where
honesty and open communication
are valued;
• Resolve differences of opinion in a
professional and mature manner;
• Respect the confidentiality of
privileged information;
• Refuse to engage in or tolerate
any form of discrimination or
harassment toward members,
employees, volunteers or other
officers;
• Exhibit respect and fairness
toward all people;
• Speak highly of the organization
and its members; and
• Promote VFW and support the
activities of the organization.

VETERAN AFFAIRS:
Benefits Information & Assistance
		
(800) 827-1000
Health Care
(877) 222-8387
Edu/Training
(888) 442-4551
VA Life Ins.
(800) 669-8477
Office of SGLI
(800) 419-1473
CHAM PVA
(800) 733-8387
Helpline (Agent Orange/Gulf War)
		
(800) 749-8387
Direct Deposit
(877) 838-2778
Headstones
(800) 697-6947
Device for Deaf (800) 829-4833

U.S. FLAG:
Flag Etiquette:
The main rule to follow in flying and
handling the U.S. Flag is always treat
it with honor and respect. The flag
stands for our land and our people.
It represents our highest principles,
our way of life, and our heritage -including the sacrifice of those who
have bled and died for freedom.

When to Display the Flag:
Citizens may display the flag at any
time. When flying the flag outside,
it is customary to display it only
from sunrise to sunset. It displayed
overnight, it should be illuminated.

You’re a Grand
Old Flag
George M. Cohan (1906)
You’re a grand old flag,
You’re a high flying flag
And forever in peace may you wave.
You’re the emblem of
The land I love.
The home of the free and the brave.
Ev’ry heart beats true
‘neath the Red, White and Blue,
Where there’s never a boast or brag.
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
Keep your eye on the grand old flag.
You’re a grand old flag,
You’re a high flying flag
And forever in peace may you wave.
You’re the emblem of
The land I love.
The home of the free and the brave.
Ev’ry heart beats true
‘neath the Red, White and Blue,
Where there’s never a boast or brag.
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
Keep your eye on the grand old flag.

It is particularly appropriate to fly the
fog on the following days:
New Year’s Day
JAN 1
Inauguration Day
JAN 20
MLK Day
3rd MON JAN
Lincoln’s Birthday
FEB 12
Washington’s Birthday
FEB 22
President’s Day
3rd MON FEB
Easter Sunday
Mother’s Day
2nd SUN MAY
Peace Officers Mem. Day
MAY 15
Armed Forces Day
3rd SAT MAY
Memorial Day
last MON MAY
Flag Day
JUN 14
Father’s Day
3rd SUN JUN
Independence Day
JUL 4
Labor Day
1st MON SEP
Patriot Day
SEP 11
Constitution Day
SEP 17
POW/MIA Rec. Day
3rd FRI SEP
Gold Star Mother’s Day last SUN SEP
Columbus Day
OCT 12
National Election Day 1st TUE NOV
Veterans Day
NOV 11
Thanksgiving Day
4th THU NOV
Pearl Harbor Rem. Day
DEC 7
Christmas Day
DEC 25
State and Local Holidays
New Mexico Anniversary
JAN 6

Flag Day:
In the United States, Flag Day is celebrated on
June 14. It commemorates the adoption of the
flag of the United States, which happened on
that day in 1777 by resolution of the Second
Continental Congress. The United States Army
also celebrates the Army Birthday on this date;
Congress adopted “the American continental
army” after reaching a consensus position in
the Committee of the Whole on June 14, 1775.
In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson issued a
proclamation that officially established June 14
as Flag Day. On August 1949, National Flag
Day was established by an Act of Congress.
Flag Day is not an official federal holiday. Title
36 of the United States Code, Subtitle I, Part A,
Chapter 1, § 110 is the official statute on Flag
Day; however, it is at the President’s discretion
to officially proclaim the observance.

General Dwight D. Eisenhower
Operation Overlord ~ June 6:

launches

http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/general-dwight-d-eisenhower-launchesoperation-overlord

On this day in 1944, now known as D-Day, future President Dwight D. Eisenhower,
then supreme commander of Allied Expeditionary Forces in World War II gives
the go-ahead for a massive invasion of Europe called Operation Overlord. Back in
America, President Franklin Roosevelt waited for word of the invasion’s success.

By the first week of June 1944, Nazi
Germany controlled most of Western
Europe. Allied forces, numbering 156,000,
were poised to travel by ship or plane over
the English Channel to attack the German
army dug in at Normandy, France, on
June 5. Eisenhower had a window of only
four days of decent weather in which
an invasion would be possible. When
bad weather hit the channel on June 4,
Eisenhower wrestled with the idea of
postponing Operation Overlord. Weather conditions were predicted to worsen
over the next two weeks and he had thousands of personnel and thousands of tons
of supplies that were in his words, hanging on the end of a limb. After a promising
but cautious report from his meteorologist at 9:45 p.m. on June 5, Eisenhower told
his staff let’s go.
That night, from Allied headquarters in England, Ike, as he was later affectionately
called, composed a solemn and inspirational statement that was delivered the next
day as a letter into the hands of every soldier, sailor and airman set to embark on
Operation Overlord. In a radio delivery of the message, Eisenhower displayed
the confidence and leadership skills that in 1952 would clinch his election to the
presidency. Reminding the men that the eyes of the world are upon you and that
their opponents would fight savagely, Ike exhorted them to be brave, show their
devotion to duty and accept nothing less than victory! In closing, he wished his
troops good luck and sought the blessing of Almighty God upon this great and noble
undertaking. At the time, no one knew that, along with that statement, Eisenhower
had also scribbled a note in which he accepted all blame in case the mission failed.
The note remained crumpled up in his pocket.

Meanwhile, back at the White House on the afternoon of June 5, President Roosevelt
waited for word of Operation Overlord’s commencement. According the Doris
Kearns Goodwin in No Ordinary Time, Roosevelt had hoped to be in England with
Churchill and Eisenhower for the monumental event, but his declining health made
travel impossible. Instead, Roosevelt sat in his office tinkering with the speech he
planned to deliver once the invasion began. At his daughter and son’s suggestion,
Roosevelt turned the speech into a prayer entitled Let Our Hearts be Stout. First
Lady Eleanor tried to go about her daily business, but felt suspended in space. At
3 a.m. Eastern time on June 6, Roosevelt received the call that the invasion had
commenced. He notified the nation by radio that night, saying at this poignant hour
I ask you to join with me in a prayer.
On June 8, 1944, after years of planning, preparation and placating egos among his
military peers, Eisenhower was able to report that the Allies had made a harrowing
and deadly, but ultimately successful, landing on the beaches of Normandy.

CONTACTS:
www.vfw8874.org
VFW/Canteen Phone:
(505) 662-3506
VFW8874@qwestoffice.net
NM Veterans’ Service Officer:
Jeff George
(505) 827-7213
jeff.george@state.nm.us

NM VFW Service Officer (NVS):
Cynthia Archuleta
(505) 346-4881
cynthia.archuleta@va.gov
VFW Tactical Assessment Center:
24-hour help line for questions
& concerns w/VA entitlements
(800) VFW-1899
Creole Nouvelle Restaurant:
MON~FRI , 10:30AM~2PM
Pete & Esther Lucchini
(505) 661-4050

www.facebook.com/CreoleNouvelle

Disabled American Veteran (DAV)
Service:
Provides free rides to
veterans Tuesday thru Thursday to
and from the Albuquerque Veterans
Administration Hospital.
For assistance call:

Merejildo Ortega
(505) 351-4405

Bernardo Jaramillo
(505) 753-5594
(505) 927-3529

Hospital Service Coordinator

REPRESENTATION:
President Barack Obama
Website:
Phone:
Address:
		
		

www.whitehouse.gov
(202) 456-1111
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, DC 20500

Senator Tom Udall

Website: www.tomudall.senate.gov
Phone:
(202) 224-6621
Address: 110 Hart Senate Off. Bldg
Washington DC, 20510

Senator Martin Heinrich

Veteran Discounts in Los Alamos:
Auto Zone
Best Western
Comfort Inn
Hertz
McDonalds (Every location has discretion to allow this discount)
NAPA Auto Parts (10% Discount)
Papa Murphys (Save 50% on one pizza)
Quiznos
Sonic
Verizon

Phone:
(202) 224-5521
Address: B40D Dirksen Senate Office Bld
Washington, DC 20510

Rep. Ben Ray Luján

Website: www.lujan.house.gov
Phone:
(202) 225-6190
Address: 330 Cannon HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515

VFW Benefits Delivery at Discharge program:
http://www.vfw.org/BDD/

The VFW’s Benefits Delivery at Discharge (BDD) program ensures separating
and retiring active-duty military personnel receive assistance in obtaining their
VA entitlements and benefits upon discharge. BDD representatives guide military
personnel through the veterans’ claims process and conduct physical examinations
prior to their separation from active-duty. They are also ready to answer questions
about education and medical benefits, as well as VA home loans.

The VFW has BDD offices located on or near major military installations across the
country. Service members within 180 days of discharge can contact a VFW BDD
representative to get the process underway. The VFW’s BDD program launched
in 2001 and is a cooperative initiative with the Pentagon and the Department of
Veterans Affairs.
Thomas Parker, National Pre-Discharge Claims Representative
Phone: (254) 288-3745 x226
Fax: (254) 288-2188
Blackberry Email: TParker@VFW.ORG
Email: thomas.parker1@va.gov

Governor Susana Martinez

Phone:
(505) 476-2200
Address: 490 Old Santa Fe Trail, Rm400
Santa Fe, NM 87501

Sen. Richard C. Martinez

Phone:
(505) 929-0125
E-mail:
richard.martinez@nmlegis.gov
Address: Box 762
Espanola, NM 87532

NM Rep. Stephanie G. Richard
Phone:
(505) 500-4343
E-mail: stephanie.garciarichard@nmlegis.gov
Address: P.O. Box 4657
Los Alamos, NM 87544

Los Alamos County Council

Phone:
(505) 663-1750
E-mail:
countycouncil@lacnm.us
Address: 1000 Central Ave., Suite 350
Los Alamos, NM 87544

Joe Behunin, National Pre-Discharge Rating Representative
Phone: (801) 326-2328
Fax: (801) 326-2388
Email: Joe.Behunin@va.gov

Two Korean WAR MIAs Returned To Santa Fe:
http://www.dvs.state.nm.us/mia_laidtorest.html

The remains of two Korean War veterans previously classified as Missing in Action
(MIA) have been laid to rest with full military honors at the Santa Fe National
Cemetery.

U.S. Army PFC Eugene “Gene” Erickson: On May 13, former U.S. Army
Infantryman Eugene “Gene” Erickson was interred--nearly 64-years after the
native of Brainerd, MN, was declared missing after his unit was attacked by Chinese
forces during a battle north of Honcheon, South Korea, on May 18, 1951. PVT
Ericson was never officially listed as a Prisoner-of-War (POW). But other American
POW’s were eventually able to give U.S. officials information about PVT Erickson
eventually succumbing to malnutrition in a POW camp three months after his
capture. He was 21-years old. PVT Erickson was officially declared dead in 1953
and was posthumously promoted to the rank of Private First Class.
Due to a lack of formal relations established between the U.S. and North Korea, the
fate of nearly 10,000 U.S. service members MIA’s remained unresolved since an
Armistice was signed on July 27, 1953 to ease hostilities between the two Koreas.
An effort was soon begun by the U.S. Department of Defense POW/MIA Accounting
Agency to identify and return the remains of U.S. service members who were listed
as MIA during the war, or who perished in captivity after being taken prisoner by
North Korea.

In 2000, Gene’s 88-year old brother Clayton, who long ago had moved to
Albuquerque, gave a DNA sample to the DoD—in hopes that it could help. 15-years
later, on March 3, he was stunned when DoD officials called him to confirm a match
had been made on a set of remains which had been uncovered some years before
but had remained unidentified.
Clayton did not comment during the Interment service—his family said he had come
down with Pneumonia only a few days before. But they did say he did not want to
miss this day—an extremely emotional day he had long wished would happen…and
that he is glad his brother is now home—and close by once again.
U.S. Army CPL Avelicio Apodaca: On May 23, the remains of former U.S. Army
Corporal Avelicio “Abie” Apodaca were interred with full military honors at the
Santa Fe National Cemetery. Present at the funeral was his sister Teresa Aguilar—
whom he had never met. According to U.S. Army records, CPL Apodaca was taken
prisoner after a three-day battle with Communist forces east of Chuam-ni, South
Korea, in mid-February 1951. Records indicate he died at the Pyoktong POW
Camp on March 31, 1951. CPL Apodaca was just eighteen years old. The South
Valley native’s remains were positively identified last November after a match was
confirmed with a DNA sample provided by Apodaca’s cousin Enrica Gonzales of
Albuquerque.

The DoD was able to track down Apodaca’s sister Teresa, who lives near Vandenberg
Air Force Base in central California—who was born nine years after Apodaca was
shipped to Korea. “I cannot tell you how powerfully emotional this is for me,” said
Teresa Aguilar. “Abie is my flesh and blood. How I wished I had grown up with him! But
Abie is finally home—and for this, I am truly happy and at peace.”
According to the DoD, Apodaca and Erickson are two of only 128 U.S. service
members identified from 208 boxes of human remains turned over to the U.S. by
North Korea since 1990, when that government initially cooperated with the DoD’s
effort to ID and return the remains of Americans who perished in the Korean War.
The DoD believes those boxes may contain the remains of more than 400 American
service members.
Currently, there are an estimated 7,500 American classified as MIA from the Korean
War—including 44 from New Mexico. But ongoing tensions between the U.S. and
North Korea have halted the cooperative search/identification effort.

VFW MISSION:

To foster camaraderie among United
States Veterans of overseas conflicts.
To serve our veterans, the military,
and our communities. To advocate on
behalf of all veterans.

VFW VISION:

Ensure that veterans are respected
for their service, always receive
their earned entitlements, and are
recognized for the sacrifices they and
their loved ones have made on behalf
of this great country.

VFW PURPOSE:

The purpose of this corporation
are fraternal, patriotic, historical,
charitable, and educational and are; to
preserve and strengthen comradeship
among its members; to assist their
widows and orphans; to maintain
true allegiance to the Government of
the United States, and fidelity to its
Constitution and laws; to foster true
patriotism; to maintain and extend
the institutions of American freedom;
and to preserve and defend the United
States from all enemies.

VFW CORE VALUES:

• Always put the interests of our
members first
• Treat donors as partners in our
cause
• Promote patriotism
• Honor military service
• Ensure the care of veterans and
their families
• Serve our communities
• Promote a positive image of the
VFW
• Respect the diversity of veteran
opinions

VFW PRIORITIES:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

VA Health Care
Suicides & Homelessness
VA Benefits & Compensation
Seamless Transition
Military Quality of Life
Education & Employment
Defense & Homeland Security
POW/MIA

Manhattan PRoject ~ Lt General Leslie Groves:
Excerpt From: http://www.atomicheritage.org/profile/leslie-r-groves

VFW MEMBER’S
OBLIGATION:
In the presence of Almighty God and the members of this order here
assembled - I (Your Name), do of my
own free will and accord, solemnly
promise and declare that:

• I will bear true allegiance - to the
Constitution of the United States
of America - and I will always be
loyal thereto.
• I do further solemnly promise and
declare - that I will comply with
the Congressional Charter - ByLaws and Ritual of this Order - and
I will always be loyal thereto - that
I will never wrong or defraud
this organization - nor a member
thereof - nor permit any wrong to
be done to either - if in my power
to prevent it.
• I will never propose for
membership - any person not
eligible - nor one whom I know to
be unworthy.
• I will never make known to anyone
- not authorized to receive it - any
of the work of this order.
• Should my affiliation - with the
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the
United States - cease in any way
- I will consider this pledge - as
binding outside of the order - as
though I had remained a member
of same.
• All this I promise and pledge - upon
the honor of a true comrade - and a

Lt. General Leslie Groves (1896-1970) was a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers officer
and director of the Manhattan Project. In September 1942, Groves was appointed
to head the Manhattan Project with the rank of Temporary Brigadier General.
As project leader, he was in charge of all of the project’s phases, including scientific,
technical and process development; construction; production; security and military
intelligence of enemy activities; and planning for use of the bomb.

Under General Groves’ direction, atomic research was conducted at Columbia
University and the University of Chicago. The main project sites were built at Los
Alamos, Oak Ridge, and Hanford. He personally selected J. Robert Oppenheimer
as leader of the Los Alamos Laboratory, disregarding the latter man’s Communist
associations and waiving his security clearance process.
Groves was known for his critical and stubborn attitude,
egotism, intelligence, and drive to achieve his goals at
all costs. He continued to lead the project until 1947,
when atomic energy affairs were turned over to the
newly created civilian Atomic Energy Commission.
Colonel Kenneth D. Nichols, district engineer of the
Manhattan Engineer District, wrote of Groves: “First,
General Groves is the biggest S.O.B. I have ever worked for.
He is most demanding. He is most critical. He is always
a driver, never a praiser. He is abrasive and sarcastic.
He disregards all normal organizational channels. He
is extremely intelligent. He has the guts to make timely,
difficult decisions. He is the most egotistical man I know. He knows he is right and so
sticks by his decision. He abounds with energy and expects everyone to work as hard,
or even harder, than he does... if I had to do my part of the atomic bomb project over
again and had the privilege of picking my boss, I would pick General Groves.”
Groves’ biographer, Robert S. Norris, dubbed Groves “The Manhattan Project’s
Indispensable Man.”

EARLY LIFE: Leslie Groves was born in Albany, New York on August 17, 1896. A
graduate of West Point, Groves entered the Army Corps of Engineers in 1918 and
was promoted several times before being named deputy to the Chief of Construction
in 1940. The projects included the building of camps, depots, air bases, munitions
plants, hospitals, airplane plants, and the massive Pentagon, which he completed
building in less than a year and a half. Groves oversaw a million men and spent
$8 billion on Army construction with a peak month in July 1942 of $720 million,
the equivalent of fifteen Pentagons. Groves’ proven record of managing complex
undertakings made him a logical choice to lead the Manhattan Project.
LATER YEARS: Groves was promoted to Temporary Lieutenant General in January
1948 and retired a month later on February 29. From 1948 to 1961, he was vice
president of the Sperry Rand Corporation. He also served as president of the West
Point Alumni Association. Groves died in Washington, DC on July 13, 1970.

