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“They went where the duty seemed to call,
They scarcely asked the reason why;
They only knew they could but die,
And death was not the worst of all.”

POST CALENDAR:
SUNs
WEDs
FRI/SAT
2nd MONs
3rd THUs

World Tavern Poker
World Tavern Poker
Free Pool
VFW Aux Meetings
VFW Member Meetings

3:00PM
7:00PM
All Day
5:30PM
6:00PM

Victory Over Japan Day
Labor Day
National Patriot Day
Santa Fe Vets Center in Los Alamos
District Meeting, Tierra Amarilla
VFW Auxiliary Meeting - 5:30PM
VFW Meeting - 6PM
Citizenship & Constitution Day
Ladies Aux B-Day
U.S. Air Force (USAF) B-Day
POW/MIA Recognition Day
Gold Star Mother’s Day
VFW Established - 1899

SEP 2
SEP 7
SEP 11
SEP 11
SEP 12
SEP 15
SEP 17
SEP 17
SEP 17
SEP 18
SEP 18
SEP 27
SEP 29

VFW Auxiliary Meeting - 5:30PM
Columbus Day
U.S. Navy (USN) B-Day
VFW Meeting - 6PM
National “Make A Difference Day”
Day of the Deployed
Halloween

OCT 12
OCT 12
OCT 13
OCT 15
OCT 24
OCT 26
OCT 31

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

National Military Family Month
Election Day
VFW Auxiliary Meeting - 5:30PM
U.S. Marine Corps (USMC) B-Day
Veteran’s Day
VFW Meeting - 6PM
Great American Smokeout
Thanksgiving

NOV 3
NOV 9
NOV 10
NOV 11
NOV 19
NOV 19
NOV 26

1st Lieutenant John D. Gamble

~ John Greenleaf Whittier ~

VFW MISSION:
The Veterans of Foreign Wars is an organization of war veterans committed to
ensuring rights, remembering sacrifices, promoting patriotism, performing
community services and advocating for a strong national defense.

COMMANDER’S THINK TANK:
Hello Comrades:

I hope that this newsletter finds you and your families in the best of health and
happiness. Our post continues to work hard to help all those veterans in need
and to contribute to our great community in every way we can. As with any nonprofit organizations, our post faces challenges every day and we continue to march
forward tackling those challenges. And at our side has been not only the active VFW
members, but also our Ladies Auxiliary. Thus, I will spend the remainder of my
message to discuss the new changes to the VFW Auxiliary.
As most of you know, our Ladies Auxiliary has been the backbone of our post. They
have helped us in so many ways that it would be impossible to list them all in this
newsletter. So I want to personally thank each of them for everything that they have
done and continue to do for us—Ladies, we could not have done it without you.
The Ladies VFW Auxiliary was founded in 1914 to help veterans and their
families. And at the dawn of this new millennium, this is still their primary goal. The
organization has achieved its own unique identity while working side-by-side with
the veterans who belong to the VFW. They started with a small group of women who
wanted to serve veterans. Today, there is nearly 465,000 members representing all
50 states and the District of Columbia. Now that is impressive!

On July 20, 2015, delegates to the VFW’s 116th National Convention in Pittsburgh
voted to extend the same membership opportunity to eligible males. This is very
exciting for us and for the VFW as a whole. So we are asking all those (men or women)
who are eligible to consider applying for the new VFW Auxiliary. Help them serve
veterans and their families, active-duty military and their families, and help them
promote patriotism across our community. To be eligible, you must be: husband/
wife, widower/widow, father/mother, grandfather/grandmother, son/daughter,
grandson/granddaughter, brother/sister to a person eligible for membership in the
VFW. If you or anyone you know is interested in joining, please contact the VFW
Auxiliary, or you can contact me directly (commander@vfw8874.org, 670-6717)
or stop by the post and fill out an application. We hope to grow the membership, so
please help us spread the word.
Have a great and blessed day!
Roger Anaya, Commander

LOOKING FOR YOU!!!
~ IF YOU HAVEN’T BEEN BY IN WHILE ~
~ PLEASE STOP BY! ~
~ WE ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO VISIT EACH WEEK ~

IT’S IMPORTANT FOR OUR MEMBERSHIP TO KNOW ONE ANOTHER,
FOR CAMARADERIE AND SUPPORT!

Sr Vice Commander ~ Remembering Katrina:
Resiliency, all military members are familiar with the concept. It has been called
by different names: adaptability, adjustability, backbone, compliance, endurance,
flexibility, fortitude, guts, heart, stamina, staying power, strength, tolerance and
vigor. You name it, military members have it, and it is the core of our being.

I’ve read several books and reports on “fortitude” or resiliency of service members.
The resilience of people like Louis Zamperini in the face of extraordinary trauma, as
depicted in Unbroken, to the devastation and resiliency of those who experienced
Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita in 2005.
As one of the tens of thousands of military members who deployed in support of
Hurricane Katrina, and Rita, I witnessed true resilience. The devastation was
rampant, it forced 1.5 million residents to evacuate and caused over $100 billion in
damage. A decade later, the people and the landscape is still recovering.
Today, some of the neighborhoods near the coast have very few houses. The houses
that are built are elevated off the ground due to flood insurance requirements. A
number of neighborhoods are desolate with neglected streets, run down sidewalks,
and crumbling front walks and stairs leading to lonely overgrown grass fields. Yet,
the area is clear of debris with residents living life as normal and tourists enjoying
the culture of the southern Mississippi coast. The population of New Orleans is up
to 79% of what it was in 2000. A true testimony of the resiliency of the people.

As Veterans who have experienced events that have rocked our nation, we must
remember to continue to assist our comrades and communities, support and
promote resiliency in our members and our communities, and perpetuate the
memory and history of our dead.
Beverley Simpson
Sr. Vice Commander

Santa Fe Veterans Counseling Center ~ SEP 11:
The Santa Fe Veterans Counseling Center (the Santa Fe Vet Center) will be in
Los Alamos, at the LANL Ombuds Office on Central Park Square on SEP 11. Please
contact Phil Chavez at Phillip.Chavez2@va.gov to set up an appointment. They are
available for personal counseling and assistance with veterans benefits.
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Membership Chair: Eli Garcia
Patriot’s Pen Chair: Need Chair
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Teacher of the Year Chair: Art Brown
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NOSE ART OF THE MONTH: B-25J “Form I-A” from the
310th Bombardment Group, 379th Bombardment Squadron
stationed at Ghisonaccia, Corsica.
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Stars and Stripes Forever
John Philip Sousa (1897)
Let martial note in triumph float
And liberty extend its mighty hand
A flag appears ‘mid thunderous cheers,
The banner of the Western land.
The emblem of the brave and true
Its folds protect no tyrant crew;
The red and white and starry blue
Is freedom’s shield and hope.
Other nations may deem their flags the best
And cheer them with fervid elation
But the flag of the North and South and West
Is the flag of flags, the flag of Freedom’s nation.
Hurrah for the flag of the free!
May it wave as our standard forever,
The gem of the land and the sea,
The banner of the right.
Let despots remember the day
When our fathers with mighty endeavor
Proclaimed as they marched to the fray
That by their might and by their right
It waves forever.
Let eagle shriek from lofty peak
The never-ending watchword of our land;
Let summer breeze waft through the trees
The echo of the chorus grand.
Sing out for liberty and light,
Sing out for freedom and the right.
Sing out for Union and its might,
O patriotic sons.
Other nations may deem their flags the best
And cheer them with fervid elation,
But the flag of the North and South and West
Is the flag of flags, the flag of Freedom’s nation.
Hurrah for the flag of the free.
May it wave as our standard forever
The gem of the land and the sea,
The banner of the right.
Let despots remember the day
When our fathers with might endeavor
Proclaimed as they marched to the fray,
That by their might and by their right
It waves forever.

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
~ CHANGE ~ CHANGE ~ CHANGE ~

VFW MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
~ Now on 3rd THURSDAY of each MONTH at 6PM! ~

National Patriot Day - SEPT 11:
FROM: Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patriot_Day

In the United States, Patriot Day observed as the National Day of Service and
Remembrance, occurs on September 11 of each year in memory of the 2,977 killed
in the 2001 September 11 attacks.
In the immediate aftermath of the attacks, President George W. Bush, proclaimed
Friday September 14, 2001, as a National Day of Prayer and Remembrance for
the Victims of the Terrorist Attacks on September 11, 2001.

A bill to make September 11 a national day of mourning was introduced in the
U.S. House on October 25, 2001, by Rep. Vito Fossella (R-NY) with 22 co-sponsors,
among them eleven Democrats and eleven Republicans. The bill requested that the
President designate September 11 of each year as Patriot Day. Joint Resolution 71
passed the House by a vote of 407–0, with 25 members not voting. The bill passed
the Senate unanimously on November 30. President Bush signed the resolution
into law on December 18 as Pub.L. 107–89. On September 4, 2002, Bush used the
authority of the resolution to proclaim September 11, 2002, as the first Patriot Day.
In observance of Pub.L. 111–13, the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act, each
year since 2009 President Barack Obama has (by presidential proclamation)
designated September 11 as Patriot Day and National Day of Service and
Remembrance.

CANTEEN:
Mon~Thu 1PM to at least 8PM
Fri
1PM to at least 9PM
Sat
11AM to at least 8PM
Sun
12PM to at least 7PM

Happy Hour: 4-6PM MON~FRI
FRI/SAT ~ FREE POOL

Smoking Policy:
Post 8874 is
smoke free, except for the special
smoking parlor room located in the
entrance loft, adjacent to the Canteen.
Canteen Manager:
Ashley & Samantha D’Anna
Phone: (505) 670-7713
(505) 670-1853
E-mail: BarMgr@vfw8874.org
Know Your Bartenders:
Ashley D’Anna
Samantha D’Anna
Amanda Giovo
Kendra Cordova

The flag of the United States is flown at half-staff at the White House and on all
U.S. government buildings and establishments throughout the world; flags are also
encouraged to be displayed on individual American homes. Additionally, a moment
of silence is observed to correspond with the attacks, beginning at 8:46 AM (Eastern
Daylight Time), the time the first plane, American Airlines Flight 11, struck the
North Tower of the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001.
Patriot Day is not a federal holiday; schools and businesses remain open in
observance of the occasion, although memorial ceremonies for the victims are often
held. Volunteer and service opportunities are coordinated by the Corporation for
National and Community Service.

Pool Tables: $. 50 per Game
Free Pool on Weekends
Member’s Pool Table:
$2 per person per day

Wireless Internet: Free
Ask Bartender for Password

Atomic City Pool League:
Mon & Tues 6:30PM
CJ Nesherps:
E-mail: cjnesherps@yahoo.com

World Tavern Poker:
Wed (7-9PM) & Suns (3-5PM)
Mike Cutler:
E-mail: Bosman.1@netzero.com
Jukebox: Set Up Your Own Playlist

MEMBERSHIP:
VFW
VFW Auxiliary

157 (140 Life)
68 (39 Life)

NEW MEMBERS:

VFW: Bob Loy (Transfer)

Service MEDAL ~ Armed Forces Service Medal:
FROM: Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armed_Forces_Service_Medal

The Armed Forces Service Medal (AFSM) is a military award of the United States
military which was created on January 11, 1996 by President Bill Clinton under
Executive Order 12985. The medal is a theater service award which is presented
to those service members who engage in “significant activity” for which no other
campaign or service medal is authorized.
The term “significant activity” is determined by theater
commanders and is normally deemed to be participation in
a U.S. military operation considered to hold a high degree of
scope, impact, and international significance that the operation
warrants the presentation of a permanent service medal. Actions
to be considered include peacekeeping operations, prolonged
humanitarian actions, or military operations in support (or as a
member of) NATO or United Nations forces.

The Armed Forces Service Medal was originally intended to
be a replacement for the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal,
however the two awards are considered separate awards with
different award criteria. The primary difference between the two
is that the Armed Forces Service Medal is awarded for actions “through which no
foreign armed opposition or imminent threat of hostile action was encountered”. This
definition separates the two medals in that the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal
is normally awarded for combat operations and other combat support missions.
To qualify for the medal, service members must be bonafide members of a unit
participating for one or more days in the operation within the designated areas of
eligibility, or meet one or more of the following criteria:

RECRUITING:
A healthy organization continues
to grow and recruit new members,
which brings in new ideas and energy.
By actively engaging new members,
we ensure the future of our honored
organization, strengthen our cause,
and better perform our mission.
Each of us should be reaching out to
fellow veterans to encourage their
membership and have a goal of
recruiting at least one new member
per year. If you are aware of someone
who may be interested, please contact
one of the post officers.

- Be engaged in direct support for 30 consecutive days in the area of eligibility
or for 60 non-consecutive days provided this involves entering the area.
- Participate as a regularly assigned crew member of an aircraft flying into, out
of, within, or over the area of eligibility in support of the operation.

MEDAL OF HONOR ~ Col Robert Sheldon Scott:
Colonel Robert Sheldon Scott (NOV 30, 1913 – FEB 5, 1999) was a soldier of the
United States Army who received the Medal of Honor for actions during World
War II. He was born in Washington, D. C., and graduated from the University of New
Mexico in 1937 with a degree in English. In September 1941, Scott was drafted into
the US Army. After attending Officer’s Candidate School he received a commission.
Scott, who was a 2nd Lieutenant at the time of his action,
was a member of the 172nd Infantry Regiment of the 43rd
Infantry Division that successfully captured the Munda
Point airstrip on the island of New Georgia, Solomon Islands
from its Japanese defenders in the summer of 1943. On July
29, 1943 Japanese soldiers counter-attacked against the
American assault on Morrison-Johnson Hill overlooking the
airfield. Scott commanded the 3rd platoon, “C” Company, that
he led into attack against the Japanese fortified position. 75
yards from the enemy soldiers, Scott became detached from
the rest of his men. Despite being alone, being shot in the
left hand and receiving a shrapnel wound to the head, Scott
used the combination of his carbine and grenades to kill 28
Japanese soldiers, causing the rest of the attacking soldiers
to withdraw. Scott’s colleagues consequently took the hill Captain Robert Scott
and later the airstrip.

He was awarded the Medal of Honor in October 1944 at Aitape, New Guinea. In
1997 New Mexico, his home state, declared November 30 Robert Scott Day in his
honor. He died at his home in Santa Fe on February 5, 1999, aged 85. He is buried in
Santa Fe National Cemetery. His grave can be found in Plot: 9-460.

Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and
beyond the call of duty near Munda Airstrip, New Georgia, Solomon Islands, on 29 July
1943. After 27 days of bitter fighting, the enemy held a hilltop salient which commanded
the approach to Munda Airstrip. Our troops were exhausted from prolonged battle
and heavy casualties, but Lt. Scott advanced with the leading platoon of his company
to attack the enemy position, urging his men forward in the face of enemy rifle and
enemy machinegun fire. He had pushed forward alone to a point midway across the
barren hilltop within 75 yards of the enemy when the enemy launched a desperate
counterattack, which f successful would have gained undisputed possession of the hill.
Enemy riflemen charged out on the plateau, firing and throwing grenades as they
moved to engage our troops. The company withdrew, but Lt. Scott, with only a blasted
tree stump for cover, stood his ground against the wild enemy assault. By firing his
carbine and throwing the grenades in his possession he momentarily stopped the
enemy advance using the brief respite to obtain more grenades. Disregarding smallarms fire and exploding grenades aimed at him, suffering a bullet wound in the left
hand and a painful shrapnel wound in the head after his carbine had been shot from
his hand, he threw grenade after grenade with devastating accuracy until the beaten
enemy withdrew. Our troops, inspired to renewed effort by Lt. Scott’s intrepid stand
and incomparable courage, swept across the plateau to capture the hill, and from this
strategic position 4 days later captured Munda Airstrip.

VFW’S CODE OF ETHICS:
• Act in a professional manner at all
times;
• Promote an environment where
honesty and open communication
are valued;
• Resolve differences of opinion in a
professional and mature manner;
• Respect the confidentiality of
privileged information;
• Refuse to engage in or tolerate
any form of discrimination or
harassment toward members,
employees, volunteers or other
officers;
• Exhibit respect and fairness
toward all people;
• Speak highly of the organization
and its members; and
• Promote VFW and support the
activities of the organization.

VETERAN AFFAIRS:
Benefits Information & Assistance
		
(800) 827-1000
Health Care
(877) 222-8387
Edu/Training
(888) 442-4551
VA Life Ins.
(800) 669-8477
Office of SGLI
(800) 419-1473
CHAM PVA
(800) 733-8387
Helpline (Agent Orange/Gulf War)
		
(800) 749-8387
Direct Deposit
(877) 838-2778
Headstones
(800) 697-6947
Device for Deaf (800) 829-4833

Gold Star Mother’s Day ~ SEPT 27:
FROM: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gold_Star_Mothers_Club

U.S. Flag Facts:
FROM: http://mentalfloss.com/

The First Flag was commissioned
with a payment of “Three Strings of
Wampum.” By 1777, the U.S. was
still waffling on the exact look of its
flag. This was a cause for concern for
Thomas Green, an American Indian
who wanted the protection of an
official flag while traveling through
treacherous territory to Philadelphia.
Thomas asked for help from Congress,
throwing in the aforementioned
payment to sweeten the deal. Within
10 days, a resolution was passed,
finalizing the flag as a creation with 13
stars and 13 stripes. The date: June
14th, 1777.
Betsy Who? She may have sewn quite
a few in her day, but there is no actual
evidence that Betsy Ross was the
person responsible for the design of
the US Flag. In fact, Betsy’s name didn’t
even come up in conjunction with the
deed until 1876, forty years after her
death. The first person to have made
that claim publicly was New Jersey
Congressman Francis Hopkinson in
1780, who had hoped (in vain) to earn
a “quarter cask of the public wine” for
his efforts. Apparently, he didn’t take
wampum.

The American Gold Star Mothers Inc. was formed in the
United States shortly after World War I to provide support
for mothers who lost sons or daughters in the war. The name
came from the custom of families of servicemen hanging a
banner called a Service Flag in the window of their homes.
The Service Flag had a star for each family member in the
United States Armed Forces. Living servicemen were
represented by a blue star, and those who had lost their lives
were represented by a gold star. Gold Star Mothers are often
socially active but are non-political. Today, membership in
the Gold Star Mothers is open to any American woman who
has lost a son or daughter in service to the United States.
On the last Sunday in September, Gold Star Mother’s Day
is observed in the U.S. in their honor. The group holds a
congressional charter under Title 36 of the United States
Code.

Stepmothers and adoptive mothers are eligible for membership under certain
circumstances. Husbands and children of Gold Star Mothers are eligible to join as
Associate Members.
Gold Star Mothers is made up of local chapters, which are organized into
departments. Five members are required to start a local chapter. If no local chapter
is available, a woman may join the organization as a member at large.

Just as when it was founded, the Gold Star Mothers continues to concentrate on
providing emotional support to its members, doing volunteer work with veterans
in general and veterans’ hospitals in particular, and generally fostering a sense of
patriotism and respect for members of the Armed Forces.
For the first 77 years of its existence, Gold Star Mothers banned non-citizens from
membership, most notably rejecting the application of Ligaya Lagman, a Filipino,
whose son Anthony was killed in 2004 while serving in Afghanistan. In early
September 2005, Gold Star Mothers accepted its first non-citizen – Carmen Palmer
of Mount Vernon, New York, who was born in Jamaica – as a member. Palmer’s son,
Marine Cpl. Bernard Gooden, died in 2003 in Iraq at age 22.
The group currently has 933 members.

In September 2012, President Barack Obama rededicated the last day in September
as “Gold Star Mother’s and Families’ Day.”

WORLD TAVERN POKER:

TOP 21 RANKED PLAYERS for NE Region of New Mexico (as of August 29, 2015)
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Brian Appell
Damon Hosford
Bob White
Mike Gallegos
Todd Berkebile
Peter Samaniego
Tanya Struble

10510
10430
10350
10347
10257
10247
10223

8
9
10
11
12
13
14

Debbie Gurley
Cat Scarberry
Ken Rutherford
Patrick Berkebile
Scott Converse
Sean White
Patrick Majerus

10217
10210
10200
10183
10127
10097
10063

15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Randy Phillips
Michael Cutler
Diego Sisneros
Jeffery Lujan
Gonzo _
Tony Fox
Cecilia Johnson

10043
10013
9977
9970
9940
9920
9740

CONTACTS:
www.vfw8874.org
VFW/Canteen Phone:
(505) 662-3506
VFW8874@qwestoffice.net

Citizenship & Constitution Day - SEPT 17:
FROM: http://www.loc.gov/law/help/commemorative-observations/constitution-day.php

Constitution Day and Citizenship Day is observed each year on September 17
to commemorate the signing of the Constitution on September 17, 1787, and
“recognize all who, by coming of age or by naturalization, have become citizens.”
This commemoration had its origin in 1940, when Congress passed a joint resolution
authorizing and requesting the President to issue annually a proclamation setting
aside the third Sunday in May for the public recognition of all who had attained
the status of American citizenship. The designation for this day was “I Am An
American Day.”

In 1952 Congress repealed this joint resolution and passed a new law moving the
date to September 17 to commemorate “the formation and signing, on September
17, 1787, of the Constitution of the United States.” The day was still designated as
“Citizenship Day” and retained its original purpose of recognizing all those who
had attained American citizenship. This law urged civil and educational authorities
of states, counties, cities and towns to make plans for the proper observance of
the day and “for the complete instruction of citizens in their responsibilities and
opportunities as citizens of the United States and of the State and locality in which
they reside.”

NM Veterans’ Service Officer:
Jeff George
(505) 827-7213
jeff.george@state.nm.us

NM VFW Service Officer (NVS):
Cynthia Archuleta
(505) 346-4881
cynthia.archuleta@va.gov
VFW Tactical Assessment Center:
24-hour help line for questions
& concerns w/VA entitlements
(800) VFW-1899

Santa Fe Veterans Counseling Center
Phil Chavez
phillip.chavez2@va.gov
Creole Nouvelle Restaurant:
MON~THUR , 10:30AM~2PM
FRI, 10:30AM~8PM
*10% Discount for VFW Members*
Pete & Esther Lucchini
(505) 661-4050
www.facebook.com/CreoleNouvelle

In 2004 under Senator Byrd’s urging, Congress changed the designation of this day
to “Constitution Day and Citizenship Day” and added two new requirements in
the commemoration of this Day. The first is that the head of every federal agency
provide each employee with educational and training materials concerning the
Constitution on September 17. The second is that each educational institution
which receives Federal funds should hold a program for students every September
17.
Disabled American Veteran (DAV)
Service:
Provides free rides to
veterans Tuesday thru Thursday to
and from the Albuquerque Veterans
Administration Hospital.
For assistance call:

New Mexico Lottery:
The Los Alamos VFW is now an authorized retail
location for the New Mexico Lottery. In addition to
Bingo, you may play Powerball, Mega Millions, Hot
Lotto Sizzler, Roadrunner Cash, and Pick 3. If you
purchase these at the VFW, and you win, the VFW
also wins as the retailer selling the ticket.

Merejildo Ortega
(505) 351-4405

Bernardo Jaramillo
(505) 753-5594
(505) 927-3529

REPRESENTATION:
President Barack Obama
Website:
Phone:
Address:
		
		

www.whitehouse.gov
(202) 456-1111
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, DC 20500

Senator Tom Udall

Website: www.tomudall.senate.gov
Phone:
(202) 224-6621
Address: 110 Hart Senate Off. Bldg
Washington DC, 20510

Senator Martin Heinrich

Phone:
(202) 224-5521
Address: B40D Dirksen Senate Office Bld
Washington, DC 20510

Rep. Ben Ray Luján

Website: www.lujan.house.gov
Phone:
(202) 225-6190
Address: 330 Cannon HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515

Governor Susana Martinez

Phone:
(505) 476-2200
Address: 490 Old Santa Fe Trail, Rm400
Santa Fe, NM 87501

Sen. Richard C. Martinez

Phone:
(505) 929-0125
E-mail:
richard.martinez@nmlegis.gov
Address: Box 762
Espanola, NM 87532

NM Rep. Stephanie G. Richard
Phone:
(505) 500-4343
E-mail: stephanie.garciarichard@nmlegis.gov
Address: P.O. Box 4657
Los Alamos, NM 87544

Los Alamos County Council

Phone:
(505) 663-1750
E-mail:
countycouncil@lacnm.us
Address: 1000 Central Ave., Suite 350
Los Alamos, NM 87544

U.S. Air Force Birthday ~ SEPT 18:
From: Military.com - http://www.military.com/air-force-birthday

The official date of the founding of the US Air Force is September 18, 1947. It was
a momentous event that over six decades later has demonstrated the achievement
of an Air Force second-to-none, yet the Air Force’s history and heritage goes back
a lot further.

From the time that the US military purchased its first aircraft in 1909 up to 1947,
the US Air Force did not exist as a separate and independent military service
organization. It went through a series of designations: Aeronautical Section, Signal
Corps (1909); Aviation Section, Signal Corps (1914); United States Army Air Service
(1918); United States Army Air Corps (1926), United States Army Air Forces (1941).
World War II illustrated the value of airpower, and the need to change the basic
organization of the US Military Forces. The result was the creation of a single
Department of Defense with a strong Joint Chiefs of Staff with Army, Navy, and
Air Force chiefs. In 1947 President Truman signed the National Security Act
which established this new defense organization, and along with it the creation of
the US Air Force as an independent service, equal to the US Army and US Navy. The
official birthday of the US Air Force is 18 September 1947.
Through the years history has shown the wisdom and foresight of the creation of a
separate Air Force. The US Air Force emerged quickly from its cradle and began to
create its own history and heritage.

- 1949: The flight of the “Lucky Lady II” demonstrated the Air Force’s
capability to fly, non-stop round the world, showing it could take off from the
U.S. and drop bombs anywhere in the world.
- 1950-1953: USAF engaged in the first completely jet aerial combat During
the Korean War. The F-86 Saberjet scored impressive aerial victories against
the enemy MiG-15.
- 1954: The first B-52 Stratofortress came into the USAF Inventory and has
served in every conflict since its appearance.
- 1960s: The development and deployment of Intercontinental Ballistic
Missiles (ICBMs) as a major component of the aerial defense capability of the
United States.
- 1964-1973: War in Vietnam
- 1970s: The development of laser-guided bombs and TV-guided air to ground
missiles. Air mobility took a major step forward with the introduction of the
C-5 Galaxy in the Air Force Inventory. Other aircraft systems introduced in
this decade were the F-15, A-10, AWACS, and F-16.
- 1980s: Stealth Technology was revealed advent of the F-117; strategic
bomber capability was increased with the deployment of the B-1.
- 1990s: USAF played a major role in the swift defeat of the Iraqi military forces
in the first Persian Gulf War: The Air Force underwent a major reorganization
with the formation of Air Combat Command, Air Mobility Command, and Air
Force Materiel Command. The USAF supported the war in the Balkans, and
the US intervention Operation Uphold Democracy in Haiti.
- 2000 -- Present: The Expeditionary Air Force concept was a major transition
in how the Air Force employed forces. The Global War on Terrorism brought
the USAF into Operation ENDURING FREEDOM and Operation IRAQI
FREEDOM.

Victory Over Japan Day ~ SEPT 2:
FROM: http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/victory-day

Victory Day, or VJ Day, commemorates the anniversary of Japan’s surrender to the
Allies in 1945, ending World War II. The atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima on
August 6 and Nagasaki on August 9, and the Soviet Union’s invasion of Manchuria
in the previous week made the surrender inevitable. President Harry S Truman’s
announcement of the surrender set off street celebrations from coast to coast in
the United States. The official end of the war did not occur until September 2, 1945,
when General Douglas MacArthur accepted the Japanese surrender from General
Yoshijiro Umezu aboard the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay.
President Truman declared September 2 as the official VJ Day in 1945. In the
newspapers across world that day, there were hundreds of photos of soldiers and
civilians rejoicing together. VJ Day is a legal state holiday only in the state of Rhode
Island. Rhode Island has celebrated this day since 1948.

One of the most famous photographs in the 20th century symbolizes the joyous
atmosphere of street celebrations throughout the United States when President
Truman announced Japan’s surrender in 1945. The candid photo was taken by
Alfred Eisenstaedt and published in LIFE magazine. It features a sailor presumably
returning home from the war and kissing a woman at Times Square on August 14,
1945. Since then, about 11 men and three women have all claimed to be one of the
two the people in that photo.

VFW Established ~ SEPT 29, 1899:
The VFW traces its roots back to 1899 when veterans of the Spanish-American War
(1898) and the Philippine Insurrection (1899-1902) founded local organizations
to secure rights and benefits for their service: Many arrived home wounded or sick.
There was no medical care or veterans’ pension for them,and they were left to care
for themselves.

In their misery, some of these veterans banded together and formed organizations
with what would become known as the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United
States. After chapters were formed in Ohio, Colorado and Pennsylvania, the
movement quickly gained momentum. By 1915, membership grew to 5,000; by
1936, membership was almost 200,000.

Since then, the VFW’s voice had been instrumental in establishing the Veterans
Administration, creating a GI Bill for the 20th century, the development of the
national cemetery system and the fight for compensation for Vietnam vets exposed
to Agent Orange and for veterans diagnosed with Gulf War Syndrome. In 2008,
VFW won a long-fought victory with the passing of a GI Bill for the 21st Century,
giving expanded educational benefits to America’s active-duty service members,
and members of the Guard and Reserves, fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan.
The VFW also has fought for improving VA medical centers services for women
veterans.

Besides helping fund the creation of the Vietnam, Korean War, World War II
and Women in Military Service memorials, the VFW in 2005 became the first
veterans’ organization to contribute to building the new Disabled Veterans for Life
Memorial, which opened in November 2010.
Annually, the nearly 1.9 million members of the VFW and its Auxiliaries contribute
more than 8.6 million hours of volunteerism in the community, including
participation in Make A Difference Day and National Volunteer Week.
From providing over $3 million in college scholarships and savings bonds to students
every year, to encouraging elevation of the Department of Veterans Affairs to the
president’s cabinet, the VFW is there.

VFW MISSION:

To foster camaraderie among United
States Veterans of overseas conflicts.
To serve our veterans, the military,
and our communities. To advocate on
behalf of all veterans.

VFW VISION:

Ensure that veterans are respected
for their service, always receive
their earned entitlements, and are
recognized for the sacrifices they and
their loved ones have made on behalf
of this great country.

VFW PURPOSE:

The purpose of this corporation
are fraternal, patriotic, historical,
charitable, and educational and are; to
preserve and strengthen comradeship
among its members; to assist their
widows and orphans; to maintain
true allegiance to the Government of
the United States, and fidelity to its
Constitution and laws; to foster true
patriotism; to maintain and extend
the institutions of American freedom;
and to preserve and defend the United
States from all enemies.

VFW CORE VALUES:

• Always put the interests of our
members first
• Treat donors as partners in our
cause
• Promote patriotism
• Honor military service
• Ensure the care of veterans and
their families
• Serve our communities
• Promote a positive image of the
VFW
• Respect the diversity of veteran
opinions

VFW PRIORITIES:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

VA Health Care
Suicides & Homelessness
VA Benefits & Compensation
Seamless Transition
Military Quality of Life
Education & Employment
Defense & Homeland Security
POW/MIA

Korean War Veterans REturn to SantA Fe:
FROM: http://www.dvs.state.nm.us/mia_laidtorest.html

The remains of two Korean War veterans previously classified as MIA have been
laid to rest with full military honors at the Santa Fe National Cemetery.

VFW MEMBER’S
OBLIGATION:
In the presence of Almighty God and the members of this order here
assembled - I (Your Name), do of my
own free will and accord, solemnly
promise and declare that:

• I will bear true allegiance - to the
Constitution of the United States
of America - and I will always be
loyal thereto.
• I do further solemnly promise and
declare - that I will comply with
the Congressional Charter - ByLaws and Ritual of this Order - and
I will always be loyal thereto - that
I will never wrong or defraud
this organization - nor a member
thereof - nor permit any wrong to
be done to either - if in my power
to prevent it.
• I will never propose for
membership - any person not
eligible - nor one whom I know to
be unworthy.
• I will never make known to anyone
- not authorized to receive it - any
of the work of this order.
• Should my affiliation - with the
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the
United States - cease in any way
- I will consider this pledge - as
binding outside of the order - as
though I had remained a member
of same.
• All this I promise and pledge - upon
the honor of a true comrade - and a
citizen of our great republic.

U.S. Army PFC Eugene “Gene” Erickson
On May 13, former U.S. Army Infantryman Eugene “Gene” Erickson was interred-nearly 64-years after the native of Brainerd, MN, was declared missing after his unit
was attacked by Chinese forces during a battle north of Honcheon, South Korea, on
May 18, 1951.
PVT Ericson was never officially listed as a Prisoner-of-War (POW). But other
American POW’s were eventually able to give U.S. officials information about PVT
Erickson eventually succumbing to malnutrition in a POW camp three months
after his capture. He was 21-years old. PVT Erickson was officially declared dead in
1953 and was posthumously promoted to the rank of Private First Class.
Due to a lack of formal relations established between the U.S. and North Korea, the
fate of nearly 10,000 U.S. service members MIA’s remained unresolved since an
Armistice was signed on July 27, 1953 to ease hostilities between the two Koreas.

An effort was soon begun by the U.S. DoD POW/MIA Accounting Agency to identify
and return the remains of U.S. service members who were listed as MIA during the
war, or who perished in captivity after being taken prisoner by North Korea.

In 2000, Gene’s 88-year old brother Clayton, who long ago had moved to
Albuquerque, gave a DNA sample to the DoD—in hopes that it could help. 15-years
later, on March 3, he was stunned when DoD officials called him to confirm a match
had been made on a set of remains which had been uncovered some years before
but had remained unidentified.
Clayton did not comment during the Interment service—his family said he had
come down with Pneumonia only a few days before. But they did say he did not
want to miss this day—an extremely emotional day he had long wished would
happen…and that he is glad his brother is now home—and close by once again.

U.S. Army CPL Avelicio Apodaca
On May 23, the remains of former U.S. Army Corporal Avelicio “Abie” Apodaca
were interred with full military honors at the Santa Fe National Cemetery. Present
at the funeral was his sister Teresa Aguilar—whom he had never met.

According to U.S. Army records, CPL Apodaca was taken prisoner after a threeday battle with Communist forces east of Chuam-ni, South Korea, in mid-February
1951. Records indicate he died at the Pyoktong POW Camp on March 31, 1951.
CPL Apodaca was just eighteen years old.
The South Valley native’s remains were positively identified last November after
a match was confirmed with a DNA sample provided by Apodaca’s cousin Enrica
Gonzales of Albuquerque. The DoD was able to track down Apodaca’s sister Teresa,
who lives near Vandenberg Air Force Base in central California—who was born
nine years after Apodaca was shipped to Korea.
“I cannot tell you how powerfully emotional this is for me,” said Teresa Aguilar. “Abie
is my flesh and blood. How I wished I had grown up with him! But Abie is finally
home—and for this, I am truly happy and at peace.”

According to the DoD, Apodaca and Erickson are two of only 128 U.S. service
members identified from 208 boxes of human remains turned over to the U.S. by
North Korea since 1990, when that government initially cooperated with the DoD’s
effort to ID and return the remains of Americans who perished in the Korean War.
The DoD believes those boxes may contain the remains of more than 400 American
service members.
Currently, there are an estimated 7,500 American classified as MIA from the Korean
War—including 44 from New Mexico. But ongoing tensions between the U.S. and
North Korea have halted the cooperative search/identification effort.

Military Order of the Cootie B-Day ~ SEPT 17:
FROM: http://www.lotcs.org/history.html

The Military Order of the Cootie of the United States (MOC) is a non-profit
Veterans Service Organization. They are known as “The Honor Degree of the VFW”
and their members are comprised of the officers and leadership of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars of the United States. Membership in the MOC is recognition of
outstanding service to the VFW and its programs.

Founded in New York City on September 17, 1920, the MOC is based on the principals
of good humor and fun. Over the past ninety years, the Cooties have provided social
and entertainment programs to members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the
U.S. as an Ancillary unit within the organization. Since 1923, the first year as a part
of the VFW, the Cooties have worked hard to further the aims of the VFW while
adding to it the frivolity known as Military Humor to the serious work of our parent
organization. What would ultimately become known as the VFW National Home
for Children, a sprawling campus of homes located in Eaton Rapids, Michigan,
started out as the brainchild of the MOC. We firmly believe in caring for the widows
and children of our Armed Forces. Literally millions of dollars have been raised and
donated to help “our kids” over our history; starting with the library, the swimming
pool, the Fire Department, and a host of other projects designed to make life fun
and educational for the children during their stay at the National Home.
With the outbreak of World War II, the Cooties recognized a need to entertain
hospitalized troops and veterans during their confinement and rehabilitation at
Veterans Administration facilities throughout the country. Our service program
is described as a directive to “Keep ‘em Smiling in Beds of White.” Each year the
Cooties volunteer thousands of hours of time worth over ten million dollars to DVA
Hospitals and domiciliaries throughout the United States. This work, in addition to
the hours of service donated as active members of the VFW, set the members of the
MOC apart as Foreign Service and Combat Veterans who are fully engaged in their
communities, and their fellow comrades in arms and their families. Their distinctive
red hat and unusual uniform sets us apart and draws attention to the plight of those
less fortunate than themselves. They sacrifice a little of themselves to bring a smile
or a laugh during what is normally a difficult time for our heroes. They seek others
like us to join and help us help them in their times of stress and anxiety.

ARMY Values:
Loyalty
Duty
Respect
Selfless Service
Honor
Integrity
Personal Courage

NAVY Core Values:
Honor
Courage
Commitment

MARINE Corps Values:
Honor
Courage
Commitment

COAST GUARD Values:
Honor
Respect
Devotion to Duty

AIR FORCE Values:
Integrity First
Service Before Self
Excellence In All We Do

NEWSLETTER:
If you are not currently receiving this
newsletter and would like to be added
to the e-mail distribution, please
contact Jason Lott at woubuft@gmail.
com. Additionally, if you would like
to submit an article or photo, please
contact Jason at this e-mail address.

SHOW SUPPORT BY:
Flying Your Flag:
Support our
defenders by flying the U.S. Flag,
especially on all patriotic holidays.

Voting: Your vote makes a difference!
Exercise the freedoms our veterans
have fought for throughout history.

Volunteering: Pay a visit to a lonely
or ailing veteran in your community to
let them know they are not forgotten.

Reaching Out: Write a letter to a
service member stationed overseas
or help out a military family in your
community.

Educating America’s Youth: Help
educate America’s youth on the
importance of our American history
and patriotism.

Getting Involved: Remind others
why we must protect and honor
fellow veterans.
Speaking Out:
America’s young
people need to understand what
service to our country means.

Writing: Send a letter to your local
newspaper to remind your fellow
citizens that freedom is not free.
Lobbying: Learn about key battles
veterans are facing and make your
opinion heard on Capitol Hill.

Supporting Our Troops: Get involved
with VFW Post sponsored programs
such as Homecoming Events, parades,
service programs, fund raisers and
visits to hospitalized veterans.
Hiring a Fellow Veteran: Veterans
looking to hire an employee can give
a fellow hero a job.

MEMBER BUSINESSes

IF YOU ARE A MEMBER AND OWN A BUSINESS
WE WOULD LIKE TO PROMOTE THIS BUSINESS
IN OUR NEWSLETTER ~ SEND THE INFORMATION TO:
woubuft@gmail.com
~ VFW ~ Ladies Auxiliary ~ Men’s Auxiliary ~

VFW Ladies Auxiliary Birthday ~ SEPt 17:

The Ladies Auxiliary VFW was founded in 1914 to help
veterans and their families. At the dawn of this new
Millennium, that is still the primary goal of the organization.
They have achieved their own unique identity while working
side-by-side with the veterans who belong to VFW.

Like the VFW, the Auxiliary’s interests have broadened to
encompass the entire community. The Auxiliary embodies
the spirit of America that has prevailed through war and peace. It is solidly behind
America today as it was when it was founded. The Ladies Auxiliary is an integral
part of the VFW and supports a host of programs which pursue issues of national
importance to veterans. These programs are designed to preserve veterans rights,
advocate a strong national defense, promote patriotism and offer community
service.
While continuing to support the VFW and its causes, the Ladies Auxiliary has
developed a social conscience of its own. With the paramount goal of helping
families in distress, its members perform community service, fund cancer research,
fight drug abuse and illiteracy, advocate for the rights of the elderly, and support the
VFW National Home, Special Olympics, and other worthy causes.

POW/MIA Recognition Day ~ SEPT 18:

On September 18, we pause to remember the sacrifices of the 83,193 Americans
who are still missing or unaccounted for. We remember their families – those
whose pain and suffering does not subside with the passage of time.
POW/MIA Recognition Day serves to remind us that the true cost of war extends
far beyond the last shots being fired. WWII claimed more than 130,000 Americans
taken as prisoners of war, and at the beginning of this month, continues to list
73,539 Americans as missing in action.
During the Korean War, more than 7,100 were taken captive, and 7,881 continue
to be listed as missing in action. Vietnam brought nearly 800 American POWS, and
today, 1,641 are still missing.

We must also remember the 126 Americans who are still missing from the Cold War,
and the three military pilots and three Department of Defense contractors who
remain missing from Operation El Dorado Canyon over Libya in 1986, Operation
Desert Storm in 1991, and Operation Iraqi Freedom.
The VFW will not rest until we achieve the fullest possible accounting of all those
who have not yet come home. In fact, as part of our full accounting mission, we
remain the only veterans service organization to return to Southeast Asia every
year since 1991, Russia since 2004 and to
China for the past several years.
The VFW salutes the families of the missing
who continue to join us in keeping the
candle of hope alive. And as veterans and
family members of veterans, we must all
do our part to remember their service and
their sacrifice.

JOINING THE

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
VFW HISTORY:
The VFW traces its roots back to 1899 when veterans of the Spanish-American War (1898) and the Philippine Insurrection
(1899-1902) founded local organizations to secure rights and benefits for their service: Many arrived home wounded or
sick. There was no medical care or veterans’ pension for them,and they were left to care for themselves.

In their misery, some of these veterans banded together and formed organizations with what would become known as
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. After chapters were formed in Ohio, Colorado and Pennsylvania, the
movement quickly gained momentum. By 1915, membership grew to 5,000; by 1936, membership was almost 200,000.
Since then, the VFW’s voice had been instrumental in establishing the Veterans Administration, creating a GI Bill for the
20th century, the development of the national cemetery system and the fight for compensation for Vietnam vets exposed
to Agent Orange and for veterans diagnosed with Gulf War Syndrome. In 2008, VFW won a long-fought victory with the
passing of a GI Bill for the 21st Century, giving expanded educational benefits to America’s active-duty service members,
and members of the Guard and Reserves, fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Annually, the nearly 1.9 million members of the VFW and its Auxiliaries contribute more than 8.6 million hours of
volunteerism in the community, including participation in Make A Difference Day and National Volunteer Week.

VFW MEMBERSHIP:

If you are a U.S. Citizen who has served honorably in the Armed Forces and has served in an overseas conflict, you are
eligible to become a member of the VFW. If you have received a campaign medal for overseas service; have served 30
consecutive or 60 non-consecutive days in Korea; or have ever received hostile fire or imminent danger pay, then you’re
also eligible to join our ranks. You can join us even if you are still serving in the military. The VFW counts over 75,000 activeduty, Reserve and National Guard service members among our elite membership.

APPLICATIONS:

Please submit a copy of your eligibility documentation (DD-214, awards, etc.) and at least your first month’s dues to the
John D. Gamble VFW Post in Los Alamos, or you may apply on line at: www.vfw.org/oms/NewMember.aspx. An application is
at the bottom of this page.

DUES: 							

Options for VFW dues include paying annually ($35), a one time			
Life Membership (adjacent chart), or an installment plan for a 			
Life Membership. Several payment plans are available, including		
12 month and 24 month installment plans. 			
			
									
									

Age

18-30
31-40
41-50
51-60
61-70
71-80
81+

One Payment 12 Month

$425.00
$410.00
$375.00
$335.00
$290.00
$225.00
$170.00

$40.39
$39.02
$35.84
$32.20
$28.11
$22.20
$17.20

24 Month

$20.23
$19.58
$18.05
$16.32
$14.36
$11.53
$ 9.14

JOINING THE

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
AUXILIARY
VFW AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP:
Eligibility for the VFW Auxiliary is spouses, widowers, parents, grandparents, children, grand-children, siblings, and halfsiblings of those who were or are eligible for membership in the VFW.

APPLICATIONS:

Please submit a copy of your eligibility documentation and at least your first month’s dues at the John D. Gamble VFW Post
in Los Alamos, or you may apply on line at: http://www.vfwauxiliary.org/membership-application-form/

HOW TO REQUEST A DD FORM 214:

Military personnel records can be used for proving military service, or as a valuable tool in genealogical research, as well
as establishing your eligibility for membership with the Veteran of Foreign War’s auxiliaries. Most veterans and their nextof-kin can obtain free copies of their DD Form 214 (Report of Separation) and other military and medical records several
ways:
Request Military Service Records Online, by Mail, or by Fax:

http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/

Note: Response time for records requested from the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) varies and is
dependent upon the complexity of your request, the availability of records and their workload. Please do not send
a follow-up request before 90 days have elapsed, as it may cause further delays. While the NPRC works actively to
respond to each request in a timely fashion, the Center receives approximately 4,000-5,000 requests per day. They
are responding to requests for separation documents within 10 days about 92% of the time. However, requests that
involve reconstruction efforts due to the 1973 Fire, or older records which require extensive search efforts, may take
6 months or more to complete.

DUES: 							

Options for the Auxiliary of the VFW dues include paying annually ($35),
a one time Life Membership (adjacent chart), or an installment plan for a
Life Membership. Several payment plans are available, including		
12-month and 24-month installment plans. 			
			
									
									

Age

18-30
31-40
41-50
51-60
61-70
71-80
81+

One Payment 12 Month

$425.00
$410.00
$375.00
$335.00
$290.00
$225.00
$170.00

$40.39
$39.02
$35.84
$32.20
$28.11
$22.20
$17.20

24 Month

$20.23
$19.58
$18.05
$16.32
$14.36
$11.53
$ 9.14

